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What is Public Space?

The term ‘public’ signifies the world in itself, in so far
as it is common to all of us and distinguised from our
privatly owned place in it
- Hannah Arendt

Marian Dinneen 0645699
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What is Public Space?

Public space is of huge importance. Or at least that is what I am
continually told. I do not doubt
this; in reading for this essay I
have seen the importance, both
through history and in today’s
society. A collective space free
to all people is vital. It has been
said by a colleague of mine that
public space is a buzz word to be
places on the leftover space of an
urban plan. This cynical view was
the spark that ignited my interest
in the question ‘What is public
space?’

1. Hajer,
Iaarten & Reijndorp, Arnold
‘In Search of
New Public
Domain’ p2
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There are examples of public
spaces that have huge significance
for the public – places which people identify with, these spaces are
an integral part of urban identity.
The Ramblas in Barcelona, the
Cobieres in Marseille and Lake
Shore Drive in Chicago are locations that have become clichéd
references of ‘successful’ public
spaces1. Here in Ireland we have
our own lauded example of public
space in Dublin’s ‘Temple Bar’.
A project now known for much
more than its architecture, as it is
one of the top tourist attractions
in the country. Taking this space
as an example I hope to discuss
some of the issues that concern
the experience of public spaces
today.

The aim of this essay is to examine what makes a successful
public space. Before that I aim to
outline the history of this idea of
‘public space’, this collective space
that is about more than the collection of people, although that is
at the bones of the idea, it is about
the freedom of people to be in a
place together.
I approach this idea of public
space with a prejudice, I have an
idea of what I am looking for, predominantly that a space is democratic and free, but also that it
has a character that goes beyond
collectivity, it goes to diversity
within the masses. The idea I have
of public space exist in my mind
with parameters, I hope to tease
out what these parameters are
and why they are. Predominantly
I believe that public space is
dependant on the ability of people
to mass together and the resulting
experience is the public space that
is created.
My first area of investigation
is a historical one. A look back
in time to trace where this idea
of pubic space associated with
democratic space has come from
and an analysis of why I have
linked the two in my mind.

Marian Dinneen 0645699
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What is Public Space?

One. Public Space and Democracy
I approached this subject presuming that ‘public space’ is democratic. This presumption was not
based on any research as to what
democracy was; it was a description used because of the implied
meaning of the word. To me,
democratic space implies space
for all people, accessible at all
times and free of charge, without
barriers or constraints.
Subsequent reading on the matter
showed me that ‘democracy’ and
democratic space are not static.
Their meaning is as transient as
time. Democracy means something much different in Ancient
Greece than it does in eighteenth
century America and something
different again today. Like public
space, democracy is dependant
on people, specifically on how
people collect together. In order
to understand either, we must
first understand how we relate to
each other when massed together
as a group. This of course is ever
changing.

Space for Ancient Democracy
2. Arendt,
Hannah ‘The
Human Condition’ p52
3. Ibid.
4. Scalbert,
Irenee lecture
on ‘The 1980’s’
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Democracy has its roots in
ancient Greece. The Greek idea
of governance was based on
religious obligation. This in turn
informed the shape and workings
of the city. It also informed their

view of collective space. This collective space is, in my mind, the
first manifestation of public space
– space held in common. For
clarification of this relationship
between the collective and the
public I look to Hannah Arendt;

world itself, in so far as it is common to all of us and distinguished
from out privately owned place
in it.’2
‘To live together in the world
means essentially that the world
of things is between those who
have it in common.’3
The centre of the Greek city was
the Acropolis, around it there are
demes – not districts but political
groups; people assembled together – large extended families.
Ancient Athens was a federation
of these demes, each with its own
religion. The physical space held
by these demes were urbs, the
place of assembly of one tribe/religion4. It is important to stress
at this point that the assembly of
society and its physical manifestation was based on religion, a
higher power, an obligation.
In a society split into differentiated parts, what was the collective
space for citizens? The Pynx; a
hill in the centre of the city (as

Public Space and Democracy

Fig. 1 Scale
Model of Pynx

seen in Fig. 1). This was where
citizens of the various demes
would assemble and listen as laws
were discussed in the forum. The
discussion took place between
Demagogues, representatives of
the various demes. This was a
hugely important aspect of life in
Ancient Greece. The polis was not
Athens, it was the Athenians.

5. Arendt,
Hannah ‘The
Human Condition p198
6. Ibid

‘The polis, properly speaking is
not the city state in its physical
location’ it is the organisation of
people as it arises out of acing and
speaking together, and its true

space lies between people living
together for this purpose, no matter where they happen to be’5
This space was the most important in the city. ‘For the polis was
for the Greeks as the res publica
was for the Romans, first of their
guarantee against the futility of
individual life, the space protected
against this futility and reserved
for relative performance’6
People gathered at the Pynx in
huge numbers, it is estimated that
20,000 people could collect there
5
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Fig. 2 Aerial
View of Sienna
Square
Fig. 3 View
across Sienna
Square

The importance of the Pynx cannot be understated. This was the
platform for speech and action
‘word and deed’. The Greeks saw a
permanence in these things, they
had a power to transcend time.
The Pynx as a public space then
took on a much larger significance in terms of time
‘If the world is to contain a public
space. It cannot be erected for one
generation and planned for the
living only, it must transcend the
life-span of men.’7

‘It is what we have in common
not only with those who live with
us, but also with those who where
here before and with those who
will come after us.’8

7. Ibid
8. Ibid
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Essentially the Pynx is where the
Athenians could represent themselves to themselves.

Clearly the Pynx had huge
political importance but what
of its condition spatially? The
central position of the Pynx and
its surrounding context of urbs
is an urban pattern that has been
hugely influential for centuries.
This relationship is between the
collective space and its context
that surrounds it can be traced in
time to Sienna Square, where the
fabric of the city interacts with

Public Space and Democracy

the square(Fig. 2 & 3). Also the
Pompidu Centre by Rodgers and
Piano has this relationship, an
open space, representing the civic
heart of the city and an institution.
Is public space then just a mater
of rehashing the old model? Open
space surrounded my built fabric
of some civic importance? I think
not, armed with this information we can say that this model
defiantly worked for the ancient
Greeks, the Athenian society
has been praised and lauded as
the exemplary way to live. We
are a much different society to
the ancient Greeks. Imitation of
formal characteristics of classical
public spaces is a pathetic gesture
that achieves the opposite of what
is actually intended.9Societies
of thinking, politically active,
collectively minded people are
not formed. No, our society is
structures much differently to he
Greeks, we cannot expect that
model of collectivity to still be
adequate.

9. Hajer,
Iaarten &
Reijndorp,
Arnold ‘In
Search of New
Public Domain’
p134
10. The Declaration of the
Rights of Man

There is a lot to be learned from
the Greeks provided that we are
not blinded by some simplistic
view of what public space is. The
Greeks allowed us a model that
allowed for collectivity relative to
the societal demands.

Space for Eighteenth Century
Democracy
The next leap in my understanding of democracy comes in the
eighteenth century, the beginning of the modern thought, the
enlightenment.
1780 saw the publication of ‘The
Declaration of the Rights of Man’
by the National Constituent Assembly in France. This document
declared that

“All the citizens, being equal in
[the eyes of the law], are equally
admissible to all public dignities, places, and employments,
according to their capacity and
without distinction other than
that of their virtues and of their
talents.” 10
This understanding of equality
and collectivity is democratic. It
is a new democracy that is linked
with people’s freedom and their
power to express it. The obligation and the permanence of the
Greek model of democracy are
down played; this new democracy
is, in a way, more humble.
The enlightenment era also
saw declarations being made in
America. The American Declaration of Independence is another
important step in the history of
democracy. In 1776 the declaration was signed and published. Its
7
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Fig. 4 1901
plan for Washington DC

collection of ‘truths self evident’
called for the right to the pursuit
of happiness. Democracy was
the will of the people, their will
to elect their representatives and
their will to overthrow them
where they saw a threat to their
safety and happiness.11

‘He conceived it the duty of the
community to foster and promote
good citizenship by means of ample and fine opportunities for recreation. To him democracy meant
the happiness of all the people
secured by the well-directed action of the people themselves.’12

As with the French example, this
new democracy lacks the permanence and obligation of the Greek
Democracy, it has its emphases
on equality certainly, but the importance placed on happiness and
mans responsibility to pursue that
happiness is a new insertion into
the democratic rhetoric.

Burnham implemented his idea
of democracy in two very high
profile projects; The National
Mall in Washington DC (1901)
and the plan for Chicago (1909).
At Washington Burnham was part
of a comission that were set the
task of designing a representation of the National Government.
The design proposal can be seen
in figure 4, showing the plan for
the area. The style of the design
is influenced heavily from a
European model of landscaping.
It is a Beaux Arts design. America
at the time sought to lay claim to
a lineage of democracy stretching

The spatial manifestations of this
new understanding of democracy
and the aims of the collective are
captured in the work of famous
architect Daniel Burnham. Burnham had a set idea of democracy
and public space;

11. The
American
Declaration of
Independance
12. Moore,
Charles ‘Daniel
H Burnham.
Architect,
Planner of
Cities’
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back Europe and to the Greeks.
Prior to its redevelopment the
Mall was simply an open space
for residents of Washington
DC; with the new plan it “was
reconceived as a new kind
of governmental complex, a
combined civic and cultural
centre”13 Still public space, it
sought to set itself on a new
greater scale. The Mall was to
be both an ancient forum and a
national front lawn.

Fig. 5 1909 plan
for Chicago

With his plan for Chicago
Burnham sought to beautify
the city, to open it up. His plan
can be seen below in figure

4. The green areas are the many
open public parks he proposed.
Also included is a new pier and
access to the lake shore. Before
the plan, Chicago and Cook
County had no forest preserves.
Now there are 68,000 acres of
woodland. The lakeshore was
opened up for the enjoyment of
the public.
This is a manifestation of Burnhams view of democracy. It highlights the link, which I discussed
earlier with regard to Ancient
Greece and the Pynx, between
democracy and public space.

13. ‘The 1901
Plan for Washington DC’
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Two. People are Plural - How
Society Collects

As I have mentioned before, public space is our commonly held
space. In order to understand
public space we must first understand how we relate to each other
when massed together as a group
of strangers. Ultimately public
space is dependant on how a
society wishes to behave in public.
Nineteenth Century Public Life
This behaviour in public is subject
to change. It would no be accurate
to say that we collect as the polis
did in Ancient Greece, nor would
it be right to day that we collect
as the founding Americans or
Revolutionary French collected
in the Seventeenth Century. With
the modern age came new social
15

14. Sennett,
Richard ‘The
Fall of Public
Man’ p27
15. Varnelis,
Kazys lecture
on ‘Territories’
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interaction. The change in the
public realm is documented in
Richard Sennett’s work, ‘The Fall
of Public Man’

‘In the mid nineteenth century
there grew up in Paris and London, and thence in other Western
capitals, a pattern of behaviour
unlike that was known in London
or Paris a century before, or is
known in most of the non-Western world today. There grew up a
notion that strangers has no right
to speak to each other, that each
man possessed as a public right
an invisible shield, a right to be
left alone.’14
To understand this phenomenon
it is best we look at the context of
the time. The population growth
of the time was unprecedented.

People are Plural - How Society Collects

Why these capitals grew so big
was a complicated matter, the
birth to death ration became
more favourable to living but
also a major source of growth
came from in-migration to
cities. A flow of young unattached people came from the
surrounding countryside,

travelling an average of fifty miles
or more; that is two days travel to
get to their new lives. Essentially
these people were strangers, a
special sort of stranger; cut off
from past associations, alone,
having come a considerable distance to the city.16

Fig. 6 Engraving of Ninteenth Century
London

16. Sennett,
Richard ‘The
Fall of Public
Man’ p131
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‘As the city continued to fill with
people, these people increasingly
lost functional contact with each
other outside. There were more
strangers and they were more
isolated’17
The human race had not encountered such masses of people for
centuries and thus had no term
of reference as to how to react.
For most of human history we
were born into small societies of
tens/hundreds of people, from
primitive tribes of hunter gatherers, to the ancient city of small
communities of demes, strangers
were a rare occurrence18.
That was the context for any
previous idea of democracy and
for what collective space could be.
To exist in anonymity of millions
of strangers was a new experience and a new idea of collective
space.(Fig. 6 Engraving of Nineteenth Century London)

17. Ibid p135
18. Appiah,
Anthony ‘Cosmopolonatisn’
p2
19. Sennett,
Richard ‘The
Fall of Public
Man’
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The public had no term of reference for the new way of collecting
together. Their reaction was to recoil into the private realm. People
wished to flee, shut themselves us
in the morally superior realm of
the family and close friends. This
was the birth of individualism. As
Alexis deTocqueville writes in the
nineteenth century;

‘Each person, withdrawn into
himself, behaves as though he
is a stranger to the destiny of
all others. His children and his
good family constitute for him
the whole of the species. As for
his transactions with his fellow
citizens, he may mix among them,
but he sees them not; he touches
them but does not feel them, he
exists only in himself and for
himself alone’
Cities, but in particular the collective public space in cities, became
a place to avoid. They induced
a claustrophobic fear; masses
of people, aimless and rootless,
intimidating and threatening.
Where public space once meant
the collection of the body politic
to stave off the futility of individualism it was now something to
be avoided. In my mind collective
space lost its power when people
did not wish to be there anymore.
The nineteenth century saw the
beginning of the end of the desire
of people to collect. No longer
were medieval and renaissance
squares used as a model for public
space, these were free zones,
contrary to what was required
for the time.19 In particular the
Haussman plan for Paris saw
a new typology of streets and
squares; not designed with a

People are Plural - How Society Collects

lingering, congregating crowd
in mind, but with a collection of
consumers in transition from one
place to another. The new design
for streets restricted the masses
and changed the freedom with
which people could assemble.
Public space became increasingly
privatised. It has been said that in
twentieth century society people
have become less citizens and
more consumers.20

Fig. 7 Plan
for Levittown
NewJersey
Fig. 8 Aerial
view of Levittown New
Jersey
Fig 9 View of
Single family
home, Levittown

From Individualism to
Individualisation
What is our current social condition? The distance of time has
made it easier to label past social
conditions. There are varying

opinions as to what our current
condition is.
One theory comes from Ulrich
Beck and his writings on
‘Individualization’. This individualization has emerged as a
result of a highly differentiated
society. Society is broken down
into functional groups, ‘people
are integrated into society
only in their partial aspects as
taxpayers, car drivers, students,
consumers, voters, patients,
producers, fathers, mothers,
sisters, pedestrians and so on’21
Different groups in society
follow different routes through
space and time.
This individualization is the

20. Varnelis,
Kazys &
Friedberg, Ana
‘Networked
Place’ p3
21. Beck, Ulrich ‘Individualization’ p3

13

What is Public Space?

progression of the individualism that I discussed earlier, the
individualism that grew rapidly in
the nineteenth century. The revolt
against the city resulted in a mass
migration of people who fled the
decaying cities to suburbs. In her
book ‘Death and Life of Great
American Cities’ Jane Jacobs argued that public space can only be
successful where frequent face-to
-face interactions within an urban
community take place. It is an
architectural infrastructure that
encourages this social interaction.
In the suburbs this infrastructure
is based on the individual singlefamily detached house (Fig. 7 - 9),
any incidental interactions are not
allowed for; there is no chance, no
incidental inter-relations.

22. Varnelis,
Kazys &
Friedberg, Ana
‘Networked
Place’ p4
23Auge, Marc
‘Non-Places’
p103
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If we are only to interact with the
set functional group to which we
belong, is public space then the
space for these different groups
to cross and exchange? Or is it
merely the transit space between
different groups of ‘our kind of
people’? This question is addressed in ‘Non-Places’, by Marc
Augé. He talks about the distinction between transition places
or ‘non-places’ and ‘places’. Auge
distinguishes ‘places’ - locations
in which individuals of distinct
functional groups band together
- from ‘non-places’ transitional
spaces absent of identity and human identity. The world described

privileges the fleeting, ephemeral,
and contingent22

‘The space of non-place creates
neither singular identity nor relations; only solitude, and similitude’23
Non-places is an expression of
the super-modern condition;
it is marked by loneliness and
constant change. In his definition,
Augé also touches on a concern of
lack of authenticity of new spaces,
something I mentioned earlier in
relation to the reuse of the classical model of public space today.
A pseudo-world that acts as a
replacement for genuinely democratic space is easily a non-place.
Augé suggests that our sense of
place, as humanity, is coming to
an end. This, to my mind is a very
heavy handed statement. It may
be true that one understanding
of our sense of place is coming to
an end. It is possible that this has
been part of the spark that has inspired me to write on this matter.
Our current societal condition,
as fractured and separate as it is,
encores a different understanding
of place. Is it then the old ideas of
public space, a place of chance encounter, of neutral meeting, that
is a hindrance to our understanding of what public space is? If we
accept how our current society is
structured we can design success-

People are Plural - How Society Collects

ful public spaces, as the Greeks
did in their time.

Fig. 10 Fractured Society

The issue with addressing our
current social structure is identifying what that structure is. I have
mentioned that opinions on this
matter are varied. The ‘non-place’
model discussed by Augé is only
one view. In ‘Cosmopolitanism’
Anthony Appiah presents a different stance of how we as a society
interact and work together. He
points out that regardless of how
disparate and atomized we have
become, we still (or should still)
respect each other and see each
other as different but not strange.
He thinks that ethics have been
removed from the debate of our
social condition. Being kind is
irrefutably good, the world over
accepts that, at times the kindness

can be poorly judged and cause
offence but all parties agree that
wanting to do the right thing by
other people is good. The respect
implicit in cosmopolitanism is
where we find the collective.
Both Augé and Appiah are agreed
that society is indeed individualized. I believe that this is the
structure that public spaces
should be based on. Public space
is the place where everyone creates an individual polycentric
urban identity. Varieties of public
come together, it is a collective
space but more than that, it is
a free space for each individual
to claim and identify with, in
whichever collective they feel they
belong. Essentially public space is
the space for strangers in the city.

15
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Three. Dublin’s Temple Bar A Case Study

To understand the idea of public
space and collecivity I looked
at an example of space, thought
about the public’s interaction in
the space and hopefully gained
further insight into what it is I
am hoping to define in this essay.
My research into Temple Bar has
helped me to clarify some of my
thoughts on people collection
together and freedom for strangeness in this.
Fig. 11 CIE
plan for
Dublin’s Inner
City Transport
Hub

A Recent History
Temple Bar has entered out

consciousness due to an urban
renewal programme for one of
Dublin’s dilapidated inner-city

24. ‘Temple
Bar, the Power
of an Idea’
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districts. The history of Temple
Bar as we know it starts from
1981 onwards when CIE (the
national transport company)
began to purchase property to
build a huge Transportation
Centre. Figure 11 shows this
large scale modernist inspired
plan. Over the years, while
dealing with the planning process, it rented out its properties
at low rents to artists, musicians, Co-ops ad other cultural
bodies. This inevitably lent an
alternative, bohemian atmosphere to the place and residents
began to see a real value in
their area24.
Meanwhile, members of An
Taisce, the national conservation association, began to
examine the architectural heritage and streetscapes of the area.
Their report, published in 1985,
entitled, ‘The Temple Bar Area
– A Policy for its Future’, was
the first reference ever made to
‘Temple Bar’ as an area24. The
association recommended that
this unique quarter of Dublin,
which was home to the highest
density of listed sites anywhere
in the city, should be preserved.
The report also called for the
plan for a bus station to be
abandoned.
This call was supported by
traders and residents of the

Dublins Temple Bar - A Case Study

Fig. 12 Derilict
Dublin, the
site that would
becom The
Curved St.

area. They formed a committee known as the Temple Bar
Development Council in 1988
to oppose CIE’s plans for the bus
depot. With the media on their
side they successfully lobbied
Dublin City Council and after
3 further years in negation with
Dublin Corporation they received
assurances that the Temple Bar
area was safe from demolition.
The Taoiseach (Prime Minister),
Charles J. Haughey, pledged during the general election campaign
of 1987 that Temple Bar would be
preserved. This pledge was duly
followed by government action,
funding and tax incentives were
put in place and Temple Bar
Properties was established in 1991
to carry through the scheme of
conservation and renewal
In 1991 Temple Bar Properties

Ltd. initiated what was the most
important architectural competition held in Ireland for years;
‘The Temple Bar Architectural
Competition’. What it was looking
for was an outline of architectural and urban design proposals,
which would provide the basis
for the sensitive urban renewal
of Temple Bar. An emphasis was
places in reserving the area as a
unique cultural quarter in the city.
The brief asked competitors to
bring the area to life with emphases on public open area, pedestrian permeability and a respect and
incorporation of the streetscape
and heritage

17
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Group 91 Framework Plan
‘This Framework plan comprises

a policy and a series of outline or
illustrative architectural proposals
designed to stimulate the renewal
of Temple Bar and secure its future as the living heart of Dublin,
and to serve as a model for inner
city renewal’
-John Toomey, O’Donnell +
Toomey Architects

Fig. 13 Site
plan/Axo of
the Temple Bar
Area

25. Ibid
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The Group 91 Framework for
Temple Bar was exactly that, a
framework. It was not a master
plan. It did not impose a new
order onto the site. Instead the
framework wished to work with
the existing grain of the city, the
existing scale and texture1. There
is a huge influence from Aldo
Rossi in the Group 91 plan. The
importance placed on the city, the
regard for the grain and context,
the respect for history and spirit
of place, are all echoes for Rossi’s
writing, ‘The Architecture and the
City’. Another strong influence on

the group is Leon Krier and his
one time employer James Sterling,
whom John Toomey worked for
as a graduate.The group describes
their proposal as bringing European ideas of the city and public
space to a derelict Dublin25.
‘Urban dentistry’ was required
for the area; work with what was
already there, replacing cavities
and cleaning up the existing condition. A measured and respectful
approach to the existing buildings was a key factor in the plan.
A choice was made to intensify
certain areas and not others, this
intensification came through the
development of public spaces.
The three flagship projects of the
plan were; Temple Bar Square,
Meeting House Square and The
Curved Street. Their importance
in the proposal is highlighted
by figure 13 which shows each
of them represented in the same
manner as the pre-existing public
buildings of the area; 3D on a
2D plan. With these projects the

Dublins Temple Bar - A Case Study

group hoped to set the tone for
the district.

Temple Bar Square

To my mind this is a successful
public space as it allows for people watching and time wasting.
Essentually it allows for several
different groups to experience the

Temple Bar Sq (Fig. 14) is for
many the entrance to Temple Bar.
It is one of the only junctions of
the north-south and east-west
routes through the district, it
orientates pedestrians. Regardless
of the time of day there are always
people ambling around the space.

space at the same time. The steps
on the north side of the square
are one of the few open air free
seating in the Temple Bar area.
It is clear from an early design
sketch (Fig. 17) that the provision
for steps and a platform were key
to the character of the space from

Fig. 14 Looking
West across
Temple Bar
Square
Fig. 15 Perspective Elevation of South
Edge of Temple
Bar Square
Fig. 16 Plan of
Temple Bar Sq.
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Fig 17. Design
sketch of Temple Bar Sq.
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its inception.

places’ that Marc Augé refers to.

The importance of such seating
area cannot be overestimated.
The freedom to sit and watch the
world go by is an essential aspect
to public space. It allows for interaction between people and serves
to combat the prevalence of ‘non-

To be able to watch people walk
buy or to walk by people sitting,
improves the safety of a space.
As Jane Jacobs talks about in her
book ‘Death and Life of Great
American Cities’, many eyes make
a safe street.

Dublins Temple Bar - A Case Study

The Curved Street

Fig 18 Night
View of the
Curved St,
looking West

The aim of the curved street was
to provide a new pedestranised
route from Eustace St. to Temple
Lane. As with Meeting House
square the street is lines with cultural buildings, the ‘Temple Bar
Music Centre’ to the North and
the ‘Arthouse’ to the South. Prior
to its development the site was a
disused car park (As shown in the

1987 map shown in Fig. 20). The
curve of the street allowed for the
retention of surrounding listed
buildings. It has a pleasant scale
and the architecture of the buildings on it is a modern counterpart
to the older buildings along the
pedestrian route.
This project is an example of
21
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Meeting House Square

The brief for ‘Meeting House
Square’ saw it ear-marked to be
the cultural hub of Temple Bar. As
it stands today the ‘Ark’ (children’s
creative centre), the ‘Irish Film
Centre’, the ‘Nation Photographic
Archive’, the ‘Gaiety School of
Acting’ and the ‘Photography
Gallery’, are all lining the square.
Initially it was thought that the
square would be a main thoroughfare. A proposed northsouth axis from ‘Jervis St’ in the
north inner city, across the river
and directly into the square, was

Fig. 19
Perspective
Drawing of The
Curved St.
Fig 20 1987 OS
Map showing
the site of the
Curved St and
Meeting House
Square
Fig. 21 Initial
plan for Meeting House
Square
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street as public space; it is the
first mention I have made of this
typological form. Its character is
intrinsically different, it is a transition space. Unlike Temple Bar
Sq. there is little opportunity to
waste time or people watch. This
does not make it less of a spaces,
it is different, not necessarily bad.

Dublins Temple Bar - A Case Study

Fig. 22 Meeting
House Square
with projection
on to Irish Film
Arcive and Ark
stage open
Fig 23. Panorama around
an empty Meeting House Sq.

never realised26. The east-west
route was intended to bring people through the ‘Curved Street’,
into the square and subsequently
on to ‘The Olympia Theatre’. This
too was never realised. Now the
square is a dead end. Only the
backs of buildings, with the exception of the ‘eden’ restaurant on
the west side, face the square.
Meeting House square is an
example that shows the importance of having public in public

spaces. The emptiness of the
square, which can be seen in the
panorama below, has resulted in
a much different character for the
space than was planned in the
framework. It has potential built
into it. As the image above shows;
an auditorium opens onto the
space for open air performances,
and films (once a year at the Dublin Film Festival) are projected
from one side of the space to the
other. It is more a room that a
square or street. It is successful in

26. Ibid

23

What is Public Space?

this function, although as a public
space it is lacking. People are
drawn to where people are. Empty
spaces are considered dangerous and avoided27. I believe that
a space without public cannot be
considered a public space.

Fig. 24
Axonomentric
of Meeting
House Sq.
Fig. 25 Collecton of flyers
advertising
entertainment
in Temple Bar

27. Jacobs, Jane
‘Death and
Life of Great
American
Cities’
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There are other deterrents that
prevent the public from utilising the space. During the hours
of ten thirty in the evening and
nine o clock in the morning high
security gates at all access points
into the square are locked. Apparently this is a necessary precaution to keep anti-social drunken
behaviour from damaging the
square. This exclusion adds an
air of exclusion to the space and
prevents people from utilizing the
space when the gates are open. I
believe, and will discuss later, that
this anti-social behaviour should
be handled in a more responsi-

ble manner that merely locking
it out and forgetting about it. If
the cultural quarter wishes to be
protected from damage caused
by drunks then it should be more
mindful of the way it portrays
itself to visitors. As you can see
from the selection of flyers advertising the area, the emphases is on
pub-culture.

Dublins Temple Bar - A Case Study

A Critique
Having read the rhetoric of the
framework plan, one would be
forgiven for thinking that Temple
Bar is a hub of culture, high
culture at that, the arts, theatre, literature, etc. It is true, to a
certain extent; there has been a
development of these fields in the
area. The world famous Temple

the area. Thus the temple of the
bars was created.

Two great European narcotics,
alcohol and Christianity
-Friedrich Nietzsche
This phenomenon is not unique
to Temple Bar. The attractiveness
of certain urban space works to
their disadvantage; they become

Fig. 26 The
Oliver StJohn
Gogarty Pub
Fig. 27 View
East down
Essex St

Bar is no cultural quarter, it is an
Irish theme park. How did this
happen?

28. McDonald,
Frank ‘Reflecting the City’
29. Reijndorp,
Arnold ‘In
Search of New
Public Domain’
p45

A large proportion of the funding
that came to invest in the project
came from Europe, but not any
urban renewal fund or cultural
advancement fund, it was tourism
money. The objective then was to
increase the pedestrian foot fall
in the area. To achieve incentives
were put in place to encourage
the licensing trade28. The success of this was such that soon
the only people able to afford the
retail space in Temple Bar were
the publicans, more and more
licensed premises were opened in

over populated and more often
the arena for mindless violence.
Bearing in mind the demands of
mass culture in flux it is inevitable that an extent of violence will
occur29.There has been a lot reported of the antisocial behaviour
in Temple Bar. This has come, in
the most part from Irish Times
journalist Frank McDonald. He
is frequently appalled by the
mindless behaviour of the patrons
of the several bars and clubs in
the area. Having visited the area
I cannot find reasonable foundation for this. The marketing for
the area encourages drinking
and ‘craic’, it promises music and
dancing. If this is how the area
25
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is portrayed then how can Mr.
McDonald expect anything less?
The behaviour is a symptom of its
success as a night-time district.
Mr. McDonald is not the only
voice against the behaviour in
Temple Bar (although he is the
loudest). There is a move globally
to streamline the public spaces
in cities, a call for frictionless
space. The rise of suburban living
and increased employment in
the periphery causes a doughnut
effect where the centre is empty.
City centres in general are looking
to tourism to vitalise them. There
is an idea that tourists demand
a streamlined space. Design of
public spaces has been determined by the notion that frictionless public space is good public
space; the battle against street
violence is waged. It is fraught
with more lighting, more surveillance cameras a clear organisation
and a great deal of appeal to ones
moral senses e.g. this is a violence
free zone30.

30. Ibid
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I have several issues. The idea of
surveillance cameras in public
spaces, monitored by private
security companies, is essentially
privatizing public space. But on
a bigger scale the implications
of this streamlining, this exclusion of dangers and irritations of
urban life, goes hand in hand with
the elimination of the unexpected

and the spontaneous, which are
just as important in urban life
There are issues with Temple Bar
that can be levelled at the architecture. There is an imbalance.
This imbalance is not necessarily
in the functionality (the rise and
rise of licensed premises). No the
imbalances I am referring to is in
the age demographic of the area.
Temple Bar is a zone for people
between 15 and 40. For a district
that claims to be residential it has
no amenities for children. It is
true that the ‘Ark’ children’s theatre is located there but children
can go there for a set amount of
time provided that they pay a
set amount of money. There are
no playgrounds of fun spaces
for children to enjoy. Similarly
there are no facilities for the older
generation. The lack of everyday
facilities, grocery shops, hair
dressers, doctors or dentists. As a
result only the young and mobile
can realistically lie in the area.
Another criticism is the outdated
idea of city that is implicit in the
plan. There is an impression that
the centre is more city like than
the rest – this partial and elitist
view only considers a small segment of urbanism. Temple Bar
pushes issues aside and only deals
with a certain spectrum of vision; only the young and mobile,
only bars clubs and cafes, only
consumers.
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Four. What is Public Space
As I repeatedly say, public space
is dependant on the public and
how they mass together. I have
outlined how this has changed
but have yet to discuss how that
has effected design. The question
remains, what is the public space
that we as architects are designing?

Space for Strangeness
In designing a public space,
Fig. 28 Space
for Strangeness?

the emphases has to be on the
experience that people have when
massed together. It is important
to look, as I have tried to do in a
previous chapter, at how we as a

society gather together. Fractured,
differentiated, atomized.
In my initial statement I mentioned that successful public
spaces form the urban identity
of a city, they identify a people
and a place. This sentiment also
appeared when I spoke of classical public space of the Pynx. The
success of these spaces is certainly
the freedom they offer the collective public. But this leads to a
question of how this freedom can
be felt?
Public spaces then are less of a
place and more of an experience.
How can one design for that? I
mentioned when describing Tem-
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ple Bar Square that the space was
successful because it held a variety of groups of people The task
at hand is to design an experience
that one feels free in, to design
space for a collective, though in a
society structured on the network
this collective is fractured and
comprised of groups. There will
always have to be one dominant
group in space. If you accept that
public space is an experience of
other worlds, then it follows that
you experience the space as public
because you are not part of the
dominant group.

‘Anyone reflecting on personal
public domain experiences will
notice on closer inspection that
the key experiences with shared
use of space often involve entering the parochial domains of others.’31 Public domain is this not so
much a place as an experience.
Tourists are put at ease by everyday things in an exotic world. A
public space is enjoyed more the
more activities of the dominant
group turn out to be a variation
on the everyday life activities
of the tourist, thus they foster
participation rather than spectatorship.

31. Ibid
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There is not talk of ‘meeting’ in
this description of successful public space; there is an idea of being
in a place with others, not neces-

sarily meeting and engaging them
in conversation but being there.
Perhaps the idea of public space
as meeting place is a stumbling
block in our understanding of
it. The insistence on coincidence
‘meeting’ and incidental exchange
should possibly be abandoned in
favour of an acceptance that in a
network structured society there
is no chance or incidental. This
idea goes back to the idea of our
understanding of public space
being at an end. A new understanding of public spcae, liberated
from the notion of meeting place
is called for.

Where is the Public Space?
I do not think public space is out
of date, despite the changes in society and how we collect together.
Perhaps its manifestations are
quite different to the traditional
civic square. The idea of a free
exterior space is not attracting
diversity of public. Where then is
a public filled public space? Some
say, that public space is in the
network, namely Kazys Varnelis.
Others say that this is a too linear
view of where we are going, as a
physical collection of people, how
does the network account of out
collectivity? It is the means not
necessarily the medium. Infrastructure is seen as an option to
find our public space, what things

What is Public Space?

do we share? Our air, our power
our water, to understand these
in a differently could be the key
to finding what is the collective
space of our time.
Others again say that the park is
not new public space; it is a free
and open location, without the
self possession of the civic square.
Parks are having a revival of sorts;
even Obama saw their potential
and famously held his election
speech in Grant Park Chicago. It
is my opinion that if we are to see
the history of our generation written, President Barack Obama is
the one name that will illuminate
the pages; he and his actions will
define this generation.
Looking around I wonder if
the public space is in the shopping centre, or at least was. The
shopping centre was the destination of choice for all groups of
people; nothing else caught the
imagination of the masses quite
so much as the florescent lit halls
of consumption. It is no surprise
that this popularity was played
out when the market was cited as
the must dominant and important
force of our time.
The market determined everything; it influenced arts, literature,
and inspired architecture and
formed how the world made itself. With the dramatic collapse of

the market I think it is not right
to say that shopping malls are our
public space.
I have other reservations, that
until now I have been slow to air.
Up until this point the focus of
the images I have included and
the majority of examples I have
discussed have been exterior open
spaces. This is a bias on my part
that I now wish to address
My historical mapping of democracy and the spatial conditions
that accompanied it, as well as the
legacy it has left on public space
through time, has been focused
on pure public space. It as not
muddied my political incorrectness and exclusionary issues. I
claimed that the spaces I was documenting were collective spaces.
It is true that they were but many
hugely important collective spaces
were omitted, the factories of the
industrial revolution.
These houses of industry were the
first coming together of masses
of peoples all of the same socioeconomic class, all with the same
purpose, all at the same time. I
have not included these factories
or indeed today’s shopping centres because there is an issue in
my mind to do with functionality
that prevents me from allowing
them into the debate.
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In issue with the public space
I wish to analyse it its functionality. It is public space, not
necessarily collective space.
‘There are no demonstrations in
Disneyland’33that is because the
space is collective rather than
public it is functional space, just
as the shopping centre is designed
for shopping.
To my mind public space does
no have this kind of restrictive
functionalism at its core, not like
factories, shopping centres or Disneyland. It is this freedom, and
what I have tried to communicate,
public space is free to be political
space, it depends on the public
and their freedom to collect in
whatever way they see fit.

Personal Reflections

32. Ibid p97
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The aim of this essay was to clarify my ideas of what public space
is. The writing has given me the
opportunity to read on the topic,
through this process my understanding of ‘public’ and people in
the plural sense, has broadened.
In putting together all these
understandings together, understandings of people collecting together, of people segregating apart
and of the spatial implications
of that, I have achieved a level of
clarity as to what public space is. I
would maintain that public space
is not a condition that is straight-

forward. My understanding of
it is a spatial condition where
people are free to collect together
without the burden of functionality, or the burden of sociability.
It is an understanding that I am
sure will change with time, as the
information I have digested in the
reading for this essay settle in my
mind and develop.
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Introduction
Dublin, 16 July 2050
It is a typical July morning, with temperatures soaring to over
30 degrees, with a forecast high of over 40 degrees. The
sight a couple of decades ago are but a distant memory as
usage restricted to three days a week diminishing numbers
of vehicles on the road to almost nil. Extreme drought has
been put in place to curb wasteful water usage. Hosepipes

areas lie derelict with people escaping the deathly heat in
the city. As the sun sets the city is plunged into darkness as
power shortages and carbon caps mean the city is no longer
lit up with the millions of lights that would once adorn every
nook and cranny of the city. The dawn of the “dark city” has
made crime rates soar with security harder to maintain. The

regularly meant that coastal defences have been overcome,
destroying homes, businesses, cars and basically leaving
areas totally uninhabitable. The terrible heat of the city has

been introduced here such as malaria and trypansome.

_________________________________________________________
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Outside the city the once lush green countryside that Ireland was
famed for is gone, replaced with scorched earth once associated
with Mediterranean climate. Citrus trees and vineyards are now
a common site along the dusty derelict roads. Agriculture as we
know it is gone, the climate no longer suited to dairy and beef
farming. Farmers all over the country have had to adapt to this
new unfamiliar climate and landscape.
a limit to personal air mileage means the sun holidays and city
breaks the Irish had grown accustomed to are now a thing of the
past. It has also completely killed the tourist industry, an industry
many countries relied on especially in Mediterranean countries.

their dark homes.

expanding desert area of the Mediterranean has forced millions

Co2 emmissions by sector

Images takens from AIA
architects and Climate
Change prepared by
Edward Mazria
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Is this the world we want our children to grow up in? A world
in which the ability to live long, healthy and prosperous lives is
earth well, it was not given to you by your parents, it was loaned
to you by your children”. If this is so, then we have not taken care
of it as well as we should have and are handing it over to our chil

around 84 million every year. The developed world which accounts

a couple of billion people around the planet, and to provide the
million internet connected computers. However, it is the construc

half of all the greenhouse gas emissions and energy consumed in

well as the energy used to operate buildings. Globally the per
demand for energy and materials that produce greenhouse gases.

be lived with.

when the building is in use. That is, the energy that is used for the

_________________________________________________________
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older less sustainable buildings, with the remodelling

ment will be either new or renovated. This gives us a
great opportunity as architects to not repeat the mistakes
Most energy consumed by a

consuming buildings for years using up more energy than
needed. With the right design, materials and construc

architecture and building community to avoid dangerous
climate change.
From this it is obvious that architects have a huge
responsibility in the task of reducing carbon emissions and
tectural thinking is needed and it is needed urgently. We

peratures below dangerous levels, we need to keep global
temperatures. They are currently at 0.7 degrees above
Images takens from AIA
architects and Climate Change
prepared by Edward Mazria

greenhouse gases if we are to avoid catastrophic climate

everyone on this planet will pay the price.
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Looking to the Past as a
Solution for the Future?
all man has lived on this planet for hundreds of thousands
ment. It is only in the last two hundred years that has
trol. We have become dictators of the planet, controlling

tate all aspects of our life, including our buildings and we
have completely turned our back to the skills and knowl
edge we once relied on when we did not have technology
and the only tools available to us were our close connec

created comfortable dwellings for people living in even
the most extreme climates while being almost completely
passive and without hardly any harm to the environ
ment. Our ancestors all those hundreds of thousands
of years ago travelled north from Africa to Europe and
as they went not only did they have to wear warmer
thicker clothes, but they had to build stronger dwellings
to protect themselves from the blistering heat of the
of man resulted in an enormous diversity of buildings, all
constructed of local materials and suitable to the climate,
landscape and society of the region.
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was the underlying metabolism. Humans have the same core

hot climates grew taller and thinner so as to have a high surface

tors both from the environment and human behaviour. This

slight variances in form and structure due to aspects such as
all of them is a building that is responsive to local environment
and makes use of local materials that are readily available. They
consider all physical factors such as sun, wind, water and the

in each region, has almost overnight been replaced by ‘standard
pendant on technology rather than design led problem solving.
away by taking away vernacular building and replacing them
with the same building typologies that is now the backdrop to
almost every city in the world. Vernacular building was seen as

_________________________________________________________
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old fashioned and in the past. This new style of building was
seen as the way forward.
However we cannot think like this any longer. We know now
that the way we have built in the past few decades is not viable
now or in the future. If we are to make any progress in making
our buildings more sustainable we must look to the past and to
vernacular architecture. This does not mean the future of hu

growth and dependence on technology this does not seem likely.
It does mean however that we must study the methods used in
the past to help us in designing for the future. While some archi

they seem to forget that a successful sustainable building should
be suited to its surroundings and have a strong link with nature.
Perhaps it is in this respect that vernacular architecture can be of
most help.
Green design has much to learn from the past. Most cultural
epochs, for example, the Renaissance, are born by looking back
learn from the wisdom of earlier cultures, who did not have the

a valuable resource for study. Their lessons and design devices
can be studied and reinterpreted, using current technologies and
lifestyles, to help us in building more sustainably in the future.
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Modernism:
A Critical View
architects who followed him, most notably with his book,
book he details his theories on a new type of architecture, an
a new

series of columns
walls as possible

the house

performance of the building in many climates. First of all,

building from its site and as a result, from nature. The deep
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dows have been replaced with sheets of planar glass, used to
they really do is increase the vulnerability of the building to
try and stabilize the internal climate of the building to create
windows are nice to look at and let a lot of light in but are not
usable windows in modern buildings. The roof garden is the
only feature of modern building that increases the thermal

his theories and ideas did change the way architecture was
thought about. However, his points seem to have been con

crisis as we are now. However elegance and minimalism held
the greatest priority to him and he was not to know of the

cated structures

ing areas unrecognisable.
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peratures. The deep plan favoured in these building meant

throw energy at them. This adds to the problem. Also,

is that, as a result of glare on computer screens, blinds are

through the glass it is trapped so even with the blinds down,
the building overheats. These buildings can be made com
fortable by throwing enormous amounts of energy at them,
but even then other problems can arise.
important aspects of architecture is providing a person with a
safe, healthy and comfortable place to live and work. This is

opened a window, even in the city. In fact, it is a proven fact

Architecture during the modern era has been reduced

to connect to the site or even create a comfortable interior
space. This has to change. We have come to a point where
this lack of responsibility towards the environment is no lon
ger acceptable. Architects need to stop relying on technology
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The blame cannot however be put wholly on modern archi
tecture, but also on modern culture and the emergence of
capitalism. This brought with it ideals of its own, the constant

air, clean water etc. have no economic value whatsoever. Ar

suited to climate and place. This led to buildings which were

As modern processes and technologies advanced, the con
cern for environment and sense of place further deteriorated.

terials became even more common. Most notably however,

consumer of fossil fuels. With it brought the ability to control

space.
ture, which can only be described as a ‘glass box, sealed and
independent from its surroundings, severing all contact with
nature. The excessive use of glass in their external envelopes
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an energy guzzling machine completely dependent on technol
ogy rather than good design. Perhaps architecture in the future
should be thought of as a more organic thing, one that unlike a
machine draws from nature and the surrounding environment to
sustain itself
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Starting at the Source...
In order to cause a true change in architectural thinking, it

global warming and energy shortages will inevitably bring.

a greater responsibility to design buildings that are environ
mentally sustainable. The performance of these buildings
must also ensure a comfortable and healthy atmosphere for
the people who occupy them. Therefore, it is important that
architecture students develop a thorough understanding of
climate, building performance and human comfort at an early

seems to be more seen as a thing that has to be addressed,

schools. It is not considered a design issue, more an ethical
and technical concern. Recently, there has been a depen

comfortable for an occupant. These systems are usually an
building have been designed. An approach to design where
building technology is integrated with concept design has
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of architecture, issues of building technology, sustainability
and environmental performance are taught in lectures that
are completely detached from the design studio. This leads
to issues of environment and sustainability being thought

overall design. This results in building technology becoming
an element that is added on in the later stages of the design

buildings being built that are not environmentally sustain

necessity, and its important relevance to architectural design

be combined together easily, sustainable issues should be
schools need to transform now, if the future architects are
not learning these important lessons, they will not imple
ment them in future buildings and no progress will ever be
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Architects Take Note
It is clear that architects need to change the way in which
architecture is thought about. It can no longer be thought

of complexity of cleverness of design. It seems clients want
their buildings to be bigger, taller, more glazed and more lit
up as a status symbol, to showcase their power. There are

dozing natural landscapes all for a commission. It seems the
guide clients to make responsible environmental choices.
The architecture of the future must have sustainability at
beginning stages of the design process, must think about the
environmental impact in every step they take. This sounds
easier than it is, especially when there has been a style that
sort of an easy way out in respect to the architect, leaving
him free to design whatever he wanted and using technology
to control the environment. Now the architect must use the
skills he has learned to create architecture that is responsive
to its environment. No longer, can he use technology as a
sive design. Future architecture must be environmentally
responsible and have excellent design. This will not only be
good for the planet, but also create opportunity for architects
new life into architecture that has become increasing dull and
uninspiring.
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these steps have been taken to cool buildings, in hot climates
may be used. For example by providing openings at the top
building, while warm air will rise and be extracted from the
top opening.

is absorbed and stored, slowly being released. Also in warm
weather a solid building with fewer openings means that less

near future will change its form to a more solid architecture
instead of the thin glazed facade of modern buildings. The
mate but in more temperate climates walls must be insulated.
tant factor in sustainability; however there are also other
factors of building design that need to be addressed. Much
of the damage done to the planet is a result of the use of
non renewable sources of energy, fossil fuels being the main
source, and building materials (such as hard woods felled
chitects need to use more environmentally conscious when
it comes to the resources on which they draw from to build.
That means using materials that are renewable such as wood
that is taken from sustainably managed sources and using

In this way, any energy that is needed to run a building can be
taken from sustainable sources.
solid, thick skinned building with smaller openings and less
glass. It certainly seems like the wisest choice. In a warming
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There are a number of ways in which architects can make
buildings more sustainable both in terms of environmental
achieve as many aspects of sustainable building as they can.
Firstly, buildings must consume less energy than they are
presently. This is of course the main problem architects face
as buildings consume almost half the total energy of the
developed world. It is even possible for buildings to consume
Passive design can improve a buildings energy performance in

ings must be avoided as much as possible, by introducing
atrium spaces or open courtyards architects can achieve
this. Windows must be big to capture natural daylight. They
should also be shaded by overhangs or by being recessed so
that high summer sun is excluded and low winter sun is ad
light deep into a building and to reduce excessive light levels
in a space. Higher ceiling also help in brining natural light
deeper into a building.
not having a deep plan, architects also allow for a building to
can be controlled by the occupant. By opening a window
the occupant can achieve a comfortable indoor temperature.

and more natural. A building must also be protected from
unwanted direct sunlight. This can be achieved through
shading windows and other apertures. The type of shade
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shelter from the outside. That is not to say that they should
completely turn their backs to the outside and to nature.
A truly successful green building cannot be thought about as a

that appears to have grown organically in its place it is so well
integrated with its surrounding environment. Architecture of
the last few decades seems to have totally disregarded this ideal
in favour of abstract buildings that are imposed in a place and
stand out from the surrounding environment. While this on its
own does not do damage to the environment in terms of energy

damage the environment as it usually involves the removal of

also base their design on the results of rigorous surveys of the
have a sense of the place before he/she begins designing. Only
he/she know what the best design strategy is. The art of seam
lessly embedding architecture into its surrounding landscape is a
skill the architect of the future must learn.
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Conclusion
Compared to this environmental crisis, all other problems that

recessions, wars and civil rights if humanity perishes from the

acknowledge that global warming even existed! On top of this

Perhaps the answer lies in the fact that the human race as a
seems the actual process of changing, the extent and the speed

gers in a system thought which by its very nature and design
cally forced upon it........the rule of ideas is only powerful in a

ensuring it is the right path to take. We do not have that luxury
if they do not show it or verbally express it; I doubt there is
thought about the future with concern to the environment and
climate change.
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it already too late? One thing that is for sure is the challenges
that face us are huge, if not impossible and the task lies with

in leadership in America has meant plans are now being made to
tackle climate change. New technologies are emerging that
also, making sustainability the heart of the design process.
Clearly architecture alone cannot bring about sustainability.
However because buildings impact on and transform the envi
buildings and their architects have a huge role to play in the
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The Atmosphere of the Architectural
Environment: Architecture and the Senses

Stephen Barry

Introduction
The eyes want to collaborate
with other senses. All the senses
including vision can be regarded
as extensions of the sense of
touch as specialisations of the
skin.1
I am greatly interested in the
architectural environment. The
subject of materials and assembly also greatly interest me. I am
unsure why exactly that this is
the case. In this dissertation, I
will attempt to understand and
examine some of these feelings
of interest. The interest may
stem from how materials, form,
space, light and landscapes can
appeal to the senses. This manifests itself in many ways.
I will examine the sensory responses in terms of materials,
space, form and light.
ine the atmosphere of materials,
how a material has the ability to
space or building. This can differ from person to person. As an
example, concrete is a beautiful
material. It has the properties
to take almost any shape. However, in my opinion, there is a
misconception that concrete is a
cold and brutal material. There
is something comforting about

the safety and heaviness of concrete. It can encapsulate a space
that gives the inhabitant a sense
of security because of its fantastic material and structure properties. Safety and reassurance
are feelings which humans crave
A baby is more comfortable with
someone or an object that they
can relate to and associate with
wellbeing. On the other hand,
timber is perceived as being a
warmer and more natural material. This is just a simple example
the mood or atmosphere of the
inhabitant. As this dissertation
develops with more research,
there will be an expansion on
these theories and properties.
The next thing which entered my
mind was that it is not just maand atmosphere. It is a combination of different elements within
the architectural environment
that ultimately result in the creation of an atmosphere. The elements which contribute to this
emotional response to architecture are material atmosphere,
the relationship of objects, form,
space, light and context within
the landscape. These combined
elements have the ability to create a purer and more emotional
architectural response within
the inhabitant or visitor.
3

The joining of materials and use
of many different/related materials are intertwined in the
atmosphere of materials. Carlo
Scarpa was the master of understanding materials and the joint.
Japanese architecture has quite
a unique and tentative relationship to materials. Architects
such as Kengo Kuma and Tadao
Ando are examples of architects
with an excellent sense of materiality and junction. This is
another avenue of exploration is
this dissertation which interests
me. Juhani Pallasmaa is a Finnish architect who is particularly
sensitive to designing with the
spatial experience in the forefront of his mind, and has written many articles discussing this
topic.
The way spaces feel, the sound
and smell of these places have
equal weight to the way things
look. Pallasmaa is not just a
theoretician; he is a brilliant
architect of phenomenological
insight.2
There is also a case for a way of
thinking about creating a purer
architecture which is not created for “that one photograph in
a magazine.” It is an idea about
an architecture which is much
deeper and meaningful, and responds to the need or want of the
inhabitant. We all want to feel
4

secure. We all need nourishment
of the body and soul. This can be
achieved through the senses, as
the brain works in many mysterious ways.

1 What are the senses?
The Renaissance system of the
senses was related with the image of the cosmic body; vision
hearing to air, smell to vapour,
taste to water and touch to
Earth.3
The senses refer to the psychological methods of perception
on the body. Our nervous system
to each of the traditional senses.
The traditional senses are sight,
touch, hearing, smell and taste.
physical phenomenon.
Within
architecture,
sight,
sound and touch are the primary
means, by which we understand
form, space and materials. Architecture is concerned with the
visual. I think that this mode of
thinking needs to be reviewed.
We have lost some of the ruling
forces in sensory architecture.
We need to focus on an architecture that has the habitant and
the experience of space as part

of the main design process.
There is an obsession with the
visual within modern architecture and we have experienced a
loss in the olfactory and auditory
dimensions of architecture.
surfaces and instant impacts
that have no sustaining power
over time.4
People are sensory beings and
inside the conscious of each person is something which responds
to elements within a building or
space. Sensorium is a word used
to describe the phenomenon
which refers to an organism’s
perception and how it experiences and interprets the environment within which it lives.
My perception is not a sum of visual, tactile and audible given: I
perceive in a total way with my
whole being: I grasp a unique
structure of a thing, a unique
way of being, which speaks to
all of my sense at once.5
It is the architect’s duty to intelligently build, using all the
senses. In my opinion, architecture goes beyond the visual. It is

2 Visual perceptions
Until recently, architectural
theory and criticism have been
almost exclusively engaged with
the mechanisms of vision and visual perception. The perception
and experience of architectural
form has most frequently been
analysed through the gestalt
laws of visual perception.6
The general perception of architecture is that it can only
be appreciated visually and not
in terms of the emotions that
it causes in our being. Vision or
sight is said to be the ability to
interpret information from visible light reaching the eyes. I
do not agree that architecture is
only for the eyes. In my opinion,
architecture is something deeper and fundamental. It is a sensual entity to be experienced. It
is metaphysical in essence. Many
parts of the human existence can
be considered to be metaphysical: thoughts, feelings, memories, dreams, ideas or any other
thing that goes beyond the physical world we live in. Humans
have dealt with these intangible
elements of life since the beginnings of consciousness.

the visual, tactile, olfactory and
aural stimuli are implemented.

5

3 Materials
During the industrial revolution,
addressed the staggering impact
of new technologies on all reaches of society. Historically speaking, the discovery and utilisation
of materials such as concrete
and steel changed the course of
architecture. By understanding a
materials basic properties, pushing their limits for performance
and at the same time being
aware of their aesthetic values
and psychological effects, an
essential design role can be regained and expanded.

Sensory responses to different materials
Vision Reveals what the touch
already knows. We could think
of the sense of touch as the unconscious of vision.7
The reciprocal relationship between materials and humans is
the basis for attachment and
even obsession. The study of
material culture thus connects
us to fundamental issues of humanity. I propose that certain
sensory components should be
recognised as materials, such as
light, sound and smell. Development of innovative materials
must take place in parallel with
6

new approaches to engaging human senses. Such thinking will
provide increased awareness of
the many subtle messages that
surround us within the architectural environment. Different materials have the ability
affect different emotions. Take
wall construction for instance;
how does an opaque wall differ from a transparent one? An
opaque wall might be directing the movement through the
space in order in create a route
within the building, a sequence
of movement and experience. A
transparent wall might lend itself to views or light. Similarly,
sound and scent can perform,
inform and transform; their impact is strongly felt even in the
absence of a material artefact,
in the traditional sense.

Reassuring Materials
Reassuring materials could also
be classed as natural materials.
We can all remember a space
from our past that we loved to
enter. For instance, I remember
the entrance to my grandfathers’
workshop very well. The workshop was in an old stone outhouse. It had a heavy oak door
with black hinges and black handle. There was something about
this space which was reassuring.
I would go there sometimes to

Fig 1: Steven Holl, School for Art & Art
History at the University of Iowa
Fig 2: Interior View
Fig 3: Staircase
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be on my own. The workshop
seemed to resonate with the
smell of the grandfather. Maybe
it was because my grandfather
smelled like all of the things
that resided in the workshop;
like timber, grease, steel and
stone. What I am trying to get at
is, that materials that we grew
up around, tend to be reassuring
materials. Obviously, this differs
from person to person, but for
me personally, the smells, textures and sensory qualities of
timber, stone and iron are reassuring. I am at ease when surrounded by these materials. I
am brought back in a memory to
a time and place, where these
materials are familiar and related more to an experience rather
than a visual quality.

High emotion materials
By understanding a materials basic properties, pushing their limits for greater performance and
at the same time being aware of
their aesthetic values and psychological effects, an essential
design role can be regained and
expanded.8
High emotive materials have an
extremely sensual quality. The
way these materials affect us is
through a psychological connection to time and space. Concrete
for example is a man-made ma8

terial which is constituted from
natural materials. Elements of
bined to create a dense emotional material. We perceive
yet familiar. There is a surreal
juxtaposition.
It could be said that rich architecture is full of juxtapositions.
The familiarity of concrete
comes with an unconscious sense
of respect from the fact that it
is a modern material, but also
steeped in history. All it took was
natural materials and combine
them in the correct mixture to
form a type of ‘ultra-material.’
The surface treatment of concrete can have an affect on how
deeply the material moves us.
Does the concrete have a scent?
A texture? A sound? Or even a
taste? Of course it does. Materials are just as much a part of the
visual as any other sense. The
fact that materials can appeal
to all of the traditional senses is
the reason why I class materials
themselves as being an experiential sense, as materials are of
the senses.

Passive materials
I class passive materials are being materials which do not instil
emotion in people. The materi-

als I am talking about are manmade, false and empty if you
will. In my opinion, these synthetic or modern materials have
no standing in architecture. That
is unless it brings distinct advantages that make the production
of this material viable. Materials
such as ETFE, PTFE and PVC do
not appeal to the senses.
These materials do not relate to
space and time, and so have less
of a psychological affect on humans. These materials carry the
aura of the visual, rather than
those associated with deep emotion responses, such as smell or
memories. The very existence of
passive materials is of the sciThese materials are not a part of
the sensory experience; because
science, itself is more about the
factual rather than perception.
Science is not to be experienced;
it is to be accepted as so far that
it exists and is factual.
All perception begins in the oral
cavity, which serves as the primordial bridge from inner reception to external perception.9
It is therefore, up to the architect to justify the loss in sensual
experience when choosing these
materials. There must be a valid
reason or advantage to specify
the use of a passive material. Be

it sustainability, environmental
or otherwise; the architect must
be aware of the loss in sensory
responsiveness and justify it.

4 Form
Surface
Simple surface applications can
change optical properties. A
surface can be painted, have a
coating applied, left natural or
have some other type of surface
texture applied. It is up to the
architect to decide what surface
treatment to apply and what
this does to change to the optical properties of the surface or
material that the surface is constructed from. Another surface
treatment is light or the lack of.
By creatively lighting surfaces,
many psychological effects can
be achieved that subtly transform mundane environments.

Scale
Scale is an interesting aspect of
architecture. It has been used
for generations, in many civilizations for different purposes. The
architecture of the Greeks and
Romans always had a scale. The
scale of buildings had to do with
its function. Take for instance
the Parthenon; it was built as
a temple to the Greek goddess
9

Athena. Its function was spiritual. Many spiritual buildings
employ the idea of grand scale
to heighten the spiritual experience. There are other ways to
heighten experience other than
having a huge building. How a
building deal with the issue of
human scale can be a problem.
You can’t say that big is bad; it
lacks human scale. Human scale
is not so easy, it has to do with
proximity and distance.10
Subtle differences can affect the
invitingness of an entrance or a
space. The building size, dimensions, the buildings own mass in
contrast to my own, all of these
are basic elements of scale. More
subtle instances are the use of
details, such as, a thin door vs
a thick door and a thin wall vs a
thick wall.

5 Sound
Acoustics are an essential but
undervalued part of the design
process and how we experience
architecture. It has the ability to
affect the size, shape and materials we use in a space. Architects need to be aware of how
and how it is absorbed. These
qualities have affected the design of buildings throughout the
10

ages. Sound can be contained,
for the purposes of architectural
concept. Aural architecture is a
relatively under-explored area.
A space is understood and
appreciated through its echo
as much as through its visual
shape, but the acoustic percept
usually remains as an unconscious background experience.11
We are not normally aware of
tial experience, although sound
often provides the sequential
range in which visual impressions
are embedded. Aural experiences in architecture can be intensiof other sensory elements. One
cannot underestimate the power
of sound when light is removed.
When light is removed in a space
and we can only hear the space,
we sculpt the space in our minds
eye by listening for sounds and
tracking the echo of our footsteps. It leads to a richer experience of solitary interaction with
a space and makes the scale
comprehendible as we can’t see
in the darkness.
Many of today’s cities have lost
their echoes through the contemporary open spaces and wide
streets; they do not return sound.
The interiors of modern building

materials and textures can also
absorb and censor the aural experience. Peter Zumthors Swiss
Sound Box for the Hanover Expo
in 2000 is an excellent example
of sensory architecture. It is
constructed from 144km of timber and does not use glue, nails
There are only cabled by steel
cables. The timber is stacked in
such a way as to let the senses
to permeate through the spaces.
David Burns gives an account of
the Swiss Sound Box;
It was the permeability of the
screens. Not just in terms of
light, but how they allowed the
smells, sounds and views to permeate through.12
design process, why not incorporate it rather than accommodate
it?

6 Light
Much the same can be said for
light, as was said above about
ed, refracted and absorbed as
well as focused and diffused. To
a certain extent, light intensity
has to do with the size of the
cial lights in a space, but form,

space.
In great architectural spaces,
there is a constant deep
breathing of shadow and light;
shadow inhales and illumination
exhales light.13
Light intensity or atmosphere
has the potential to set a mood
for a space. Naturally lit spaces
have a connection to nature, as
it tries to replicate the exterior environment. Be it a sunny
day or an overcast day; it sets a
mood and recreates a time and
cially lit spaces do not do this.
They are perceived as illusions
or follies. They create a false
constant mood within a space;
less of an impact on the human
consciousness.
It is therefore, the quality of
light that needs to be assessed
and not the quantity. There is
no such thing a too little light,
but too much light can overpower the senses. Glare causes
disturbances to the reception of
external stimuli, whereas darkness deepens the sharpness and
sensitivity of the human senses.

11

Fig 4: Peter Zumthor, Swiss Sound Box
Fig5: Musician in Sound Box
Fig 6: Interior View
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Natural
Lighting materials and surface
systematically and look at the
ral lighting utilises the sun and
orientation in conjunction with
room with light. The architect
has a number of tools to ‘sculpt’
the light within a room. The
form of the room and obstacles,
size, orientation and day-lightDay lighting strategies include
tors. However, light is constantly
changing and even careful design and study of light has come
only so far. We cannot design
for changes in the season, time
of day and weather. It is beyond
our control; we are open to exIn Peter Zumthors, Kunsthaus in
Bregenz, there no windows, yet
daylight is everywhere. Above
glass ceiling and light trap. The
façade directs natural light, from
outside, into the light trap and
it is then diffused down into the
exhibition space. Light is caught
from all four sides of the building. The quality of light is surreal. The mind perceives a space
with no windows or views to the
outside, yet the eye perceives

the room as full of evenly diffused natural light. The space,
thus, creates a juxtaposed reaction within our sensory being.

rescent tubes or tungsten bulbs
etc. This light aims to recreate
the light of the sun. As has been
a false sense of light. The light
is constant and can be turned on
unlike the Sun. The case for arobject or surfaces when the Sun
tion. Certain activities require
a certain illumination in order
for the inhabitant to carry out
the task. Reading in a dull room
is painful. One needs an even
cial light causes glare. i.e. Too
much light reaches the eye from
an object or surface and we cannot perceive the object or surface correctly. Too much light
can have different affects on a
human being. A task may take
longer to complete, cause headaches or SADS.
tored into the building at the
beginning. Careful placement of
13

Fig 7: Peter Zumthor, Kunsthaus Bregenz, Exhibition Hall
Fig 8: Exterior View
14

Fig 9: Exhibition Installation

lighting at night-time when the
sun has set. There is no need for
and illumination. The architect
must understand how best to
cross over from natural light to
and illumination are carried out
in a tasteful manner. The architect must design with glare, reillumination in mind. Diffusion
gives a more balanced spread
to the quality of light, reducing
glare.

Darkness
Deep shadows and darkness are
essential, because the dim the
sharpness of vision, make depth
and distance ambiguous, and invite unconscious peripheral vision and tactile fantasy.14
Darkness would be perceived as
being a bad thing to incorporate
into a building. As this chapter is
about light, why not talk about
the opposite of light. Without
light, our eyes cannot recognise shape, form, materials or
distance. Therefore, darkness
is not of the visual. It is something much deeper, darkness is
of the senses. Darkness itself is
not a sense but a tool for all the

senses, excluding sight. When in
darkness, our sensory responses
to external stimuli are heightened. We become more reliant
on our sense of touch, our sense
of taste, our hearing and our
sense of smell.
Japanese architect, Tadao Ando
designed a church in Osaka
called ‘The Church of Light.’
The name itself is a contradiction. It is actually the lack of
light in this church that gives it
a spiritual feeling. Ando creates
at the front of the church. Here,
and humble layer of shadow on
the congregation. The room is
kept free from icons, paintings
or statues. The quality of light is
enough to set the mood of peace
and tranquillity. The walls are
constructed from in-situ concrete and the benches are from
a dark wood. Ando is an architect with great insight into the
sensory realm of experience and
materials.
The Japanese have had from ancient times a heightened sensibility for light and shadow in architecture.15

Mood
Change in mood is caused, usually, by a change in our surrounds,
15

Fig 10: Tadao Ando, The Church of Light
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such as our comfort zone or what
we are accustomed to. Lighting
can help to recreate a particular space or memory, but not to
the same extent as smell. Light
can replicate a sense of vitality,
tranquillity, uneasiness, as well
as variations and nuances of
these feelings. Churches, in particular, use light to set a mood of
humility, tranquillity and peace.
Many churches are darkened to
force people to dwell on the
metaphysical rather than the
visual. Light of a spiritual quality is said to be a thousand times
discussed above, the quality of
light in the Bregenz Kunsthaus
is of a surreal nature which instils a sense of awe, tranquillity
and naturalness. It is almost of a
spiritual quality in terms of how
it causes an emotive response in
the human consciousness.

7 Smell
A particular smell makes us unknowingly re-enter a forgotten
space completely forgotten by
the retinal memory; the nostrils awaken a forgotten image,
and we are enticed to enter a
vivid dream.16
How much can we understand
about a space from its smell?

Our sense of smell has a powerful connection with memory and
emotions. By introducing smells
into building/spaces, we can
heighten our olfactory experience and perceptions. Odours
in the brain and those memories
are involuntarily revealed when
a person comes into contact with
that smell again. Smell plays an
important role in perception and
memory, as well as emotions
and motivations. The neurological link between our physical
environment and our feelings,
moods and memories, does that
not have an impact on how we
perceive, understand and relate
to architecture?
Memory can restore to life
everything but smells, although
nothing revives the past so
completely as a smell that was
once associated with it.17
Sense of smell has a powerful
connection to architecture and
represents an untapped potential for our experience and perception of architecture. When
we walk into a new space, we
can tell who occupies the space,
what sorts of activities occur
there and what materials are
used. For example a swimming
pool is associated with the smell
of chlorine and a stable with the
smell of manure.
17

8 The Joining of
Materials
The joining of materials is an
undervalued sensory catalyst.
As discussed above, different
materials receive different emotional responses. What if one,
joined two materials, not in a
usual way, but a more contradictive way?
This avenue within the design
process is relatively unexplored.
If you join certain materials,
can you create a different atmosphere within a space? Carlo
Scarpa and Kengo Kuma are just
two architects who combine materials to gain a richer experience within their buildings and
spaces. I am using the term ‘materials’ to incorporate my proposed sensory materials of light,
smell and sound, as well as traditional building materials.
If a work of architecture consists
of forms and contents which
combine to create a strong fundamental mood that is powerful enough to affect us, it may
possess the qualities of a work
of art. This art has, however
nothing to do with interesting
is concerned with insights and
understandings, and above all
with truth.18
18

Carlo Scarpa had a profound
knowledge of materials and his
transformation allowed him to
not only predict their range of
optical, acoustical, and tactile
effects in a variety of forms, but
also to delight in experimentation. He created rich, spatial architecture, and employed interesting ways of joining materials.
Scarpa’s overall understanding
of surface, material, light and
junction displays is knowledge
are skill in the area.
Kengo Kuma displays a unique
vision of Japanese architecture.
Again, Kuma’s knowledge base
of materials, geometry and junction is commendable. Architects
need to think in this way.
If a work of architecture consists
of forms and contents which
combine to create a strong fundamental mood that is powerful enough to affect us, it may
possess the qualities of a work
of art. This art has, however
nothing to do with interesting
is concerned with insights and
understandings, and above all
with truth.19

Fig 11: Carlo Scarpa
Fig 12: Kengo Kuma
Fig 13: Kengo Kuma
Fig 14: Carlo Scarpa
Fig 15: Kengo Kuma
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9 Interrelationships
Materials vs. Form
process, the form or the material? Does the architect decide
a space shall be a certain form
and assign a material? No, the
architect must decide the mateform is decided.
It is the material that is contions and respenses associated
with the material. The form is
then conceived to strengthen or
juxtapose the material.

Form vs. Function
The principle is that the shape of
a building or an object should be
largely based upon its intended
function. While this may seem
like a good idea from the perspective of the designer, it often
leads to problems and is not a
complete design solution. Form
comes slightly before function in
the design process, as the form
is a product of its function.

Space vs. Mood
Space cannot exist without mood.
No space can be created to exist
20

independently of mood. Mood is
an inherent part of space. The
architect needs to decide the
mood pf a space and design the
space around that. Again, employing tools to enrichen or subdue the spatial experience.

First Impressions vs. Subtlety
Peter Zumthor, in Atmospheres,
pressions. This is an interesting angle in the examination
of space and atmosphere. First
impressions can have the ability
to generate a higher sensation
within us. However, there is also
a case to be made for an architectural concept which is more
subtle in the way is moves the
inhabitant.
First impressions can be powerful but also lead us astray. First
impressions are associated with
instantaneous experience. There
is a case for subtle architecture
is only through living and constantly experiencing that it affects us emotionally. It is up to
the architect to decide whether
he/she wants to instil instantaneous emotion or some sort of
delayed reaction.

Conclusion
The Hausa people recognise only
two senses; seeing and experiencing. In this culture, the vision sense is only a means for
navigating the environment and
the experience sense encompasses intuition, emotion, smell,
touch, taste and hearing.20
The physical world, and architecture as a part of it, provokes
metaphysical reactions in the individual, such as feelings, memories and thinking. Thus, building becomes a very important
matter in our existence and for
our experience of the world.
There is also something to be
of this subject, being a sensory
human being. I can call on past
experiences of buildings and
spaces that have touched me or

impacted on me. The same can
also be said for spaces which did
nothing for me. It is interesting
that from beginning this dissertation, I now analyse spaces in the
light of what atmosphere there
is. I can use this in the future
to analyse buildings and spaces
which I visit and it is also useful
when designing my own buildings
in Design Studio Projects.
By exploiting all of the senses,
it is possible to create a multilayered experience that evokes
a transparency of time, space,
memory and feeling. An architecture of sensory experience.
Fig 16: Peter Zumthor, Brother
Klaus Field Chapel, Exterior
Fig 17: Exterior Detail
Fig 18: Nave Detail
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We are surrounded by signs
and symbols continuously everyday of
our lives; though perhaps we are not always aware. They occur in magazines we
tisements, and architecture to mention but
a few. This topic has always interested
me; things not being what they seem,
and needing a second glance to recognise
the true meaning of their existence, and
reasons for their position in space. Often
these symbols are derived from history or
legends and perhaps are slightly adjusted
each generation they move through.
For example one of the many
symbols, or emblems for Ireland is the
shamrock; this descended from the old
story of when St. Patrick came to Ireland
and brought Christianity, he explained the
three persons in God to the inhabitants of
our little island, through the shamrock; the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, each
being represented by a leaf on the shamreally happened or not, Ireland grew primarily as a Catholic country, and the symbol of the shamrock took its stronghold in
the Irish mind.
This however, is only one story
of one symbol, and I am fascinated by the
84

them. Economy’s can be aided by suc-

cessful icons, as they become international
and its human nature to want to see them
in person. I will examine symbols of citwhat makes them sensational. Following
that, I will investigate the study completed
by Venturi, Scott- Brown and Izenour in
their book, ‘Learning from Las Vegas’
which helped inspire this topic from the
offset.
Finally I would like to discuss
Public Spaces, Squares and Iconic Landmarks, and their success becoming famed
icons celebrated globally. I hope to discover and explore through the course of
my dissertation come to a conclusion and
what interests people most about signs
and symbols, is it purely a psychological,
magnetic pull that attracts them to such
landmarks?
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Chapter One;
D
Icon
An ‘ icon can be an image, a symbol, a logo, picture, name, face, person,
or building or other image that is readily
recognized, and generally represents an
object or concept with great cultural sig(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iconic)
According to Charles Jencks in his
book ‘The Iconic Building’, he refers to
icons (eikon) as ‘a likeness, image or similitude’.
A monument is ‘a structure either
explicitly cre¬ated to commemorate a person or important event or which has become important to a social group as a part
of their remembrance of past events. They
are frequently used to improve the appearance of a city or location.’
( http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Monument)
After reading the book, ‘Learning
from Las Vegas’, by Robert Venturi, Denise Scott Brown and Steven Izenour, I
felt compelled to write about how symbols
and signs are a form of architecture and
often aren’t recognised as such. A short
blurb of the book, would describe the ausymbols, basic architecture with signs attached; the signs predominantly being the
architecture and not the physical structure
of the building. The terminology the used
to describe this concept was ‘the decorated shed’ (Venturi, ‘Learning from Las
Vegas, p87).
86

Expanding on the idea of symbols,

I thought about monuments, icons, iconic
architecture and public space combining a lot these ideas. More thought went
into monuments and icons/ sym¬bols on
a national and international level, and as
I began to look around me, icons were
suddenly more profuse in my daily life. I
thought about Las Vegas and its international symbol being a neon sign, (a paradox in itself) just as the Eiffel Tower is to
Paris and the Statue of Liberty is to New
York. People see the icon and immediately
think or associate with the city, or nation
in question.
On studying monuments (locally) I
found generally they are located in public spaces, such as squares, round-bouts,
and parks. Clearly they are for the public’s
There are two types of monument,
one celebrating heroic actions in the
ing a metaphorical, such as a building or
physical form representing some important cultural aspect of that area. In ‘Art,
Space and the City’, Malcolm Miles, it is
pointed out that ‘monuments are produced
within a dominant framework of values,
as elements in the construction of a national history, just as such buildings as
the Sydney Opera House contribute to a
national cultural identity; they suppose at
least a partial consensus of values, without
which their narrative could not be recognised’ (Miles, ‘Art, Space and the City’, p
58).
This re-establishes my point of the
importance of monuments on an international spectrum, and as a nation having an
identity. In my opinion, it is very important for a country to have a symbol or icon
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that differentiates them from the rest, just
as Sydney Opera House does so for Australia. It was originally designed so that
people would buy airline tickets to Australia with Quantum Airways, which of
course worked and has since mushroomed
into a universal icon for the city, state and
continent. It is a logo for seen on postcards
and in magazines, sketches, cartoons and
this according to Jencks, is a sign of a successful icon- a suppressed, solid image.
Miles continues on to say that ‘Individual monuments may not retain their
lic memories’ (Miles, ‘Art, Space and the
City’, p 58). This suggests the fact that
monuments based on the human form, are
possibly not as successful as they are forgotten as generations die out. While this
is a sad occasion, it is possibly something
we can learn from, and if the contribution of architecture to public, international
monuments are a positive, more successful approach to this situation.
It is hard to be decisive in this argument at this point, as from personal experience, when an individual monument of
have decidedly more allegiance to that
monument, and more empathy with its
cause than that of a building. For example, it would be more insulting to a nation
ural monument than that of physical form
whose meaning is not obvious.
When Gehry’s Guggenheim muby the locals; it was seen as ‘as an imperial
American gesture’ (Jencks, ‘The Iconic
Building’, p 19) and was sceptical of its
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as a prime location for a terrorist attack
which thankfully didn’t take place. However eventually locals began to appreciate
it for it’s worth to the area. It is now worshipped more than a cathedral- perhaps a
showing factor of the times we live in.
Previously, before the iconic movement spurred on by Gehry’s Guggenheim,
the tallest building in the town was predominantly the most important, be it the
cathedral or the clock tower, the town
was both physically and mentally centred
around these aspects; they were a focal
point in the running of the town and were
perhaps seen as a meeting place and place
of importance. There was a hierarchy of
importance, and the more important the
building, the taller it was, and of higher
town and this image reaches out to people.
So, what makes these successful in their purpose? Form of the object,
location and celebration of same makes
these successful on an international scale;
people are in awe of their magnitude and
celebrate in human achievement. On a
local scale depending on the monument/
national symbol, they are successful in different way. People’s pride in their heritage
can be claimed as a success, people gaining commercially from tourists can also
be granted as a success. It is only when
you study failures do you realise what can
vandalism (lack of pride), litter, and perhaps in other cases when such monuments
fall into disarray, clearly the local people
don’t have respect for it.
Similarly, when the World Trade
Center in Manhattan, New York was attacked, September 11th, 2001, this was
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seen as an attack on the west- the towers
being a symbol of Western Capitalism.
So undoubtedly not only were American
citizens offended and distraught about
the attacks, so were other members of the
United Nations- it was a very pointed and
calculated attack. From this action, it is
clear to see how icons and symbols can be
personally relevant to someone, and how
easy it is to disturb peace and insult both a
nation and its people on such a large scale.
Below; an image of the World Trade Canter,

D

Chapter Two;
Signs and Symbols

A
thing that stands for something else, to
someone in some capacity”.
As complicated as that sounds, it is
an enthralling topic. Signs are used as a
means of communication, and don’t necessarily have words on them; symbols
are enough to portray the message (such
as road signs, MacDonald’s, toilets; these
symbols are universal). Signs and symbols have been circulating for centuries,
in many forms and as a result, some have
been turned into icons which we associate
with certain places or subjects.
For example, people are attracted
to Times Square, New York because they
90

have so often seen the iconic image of the
age is evocative, exciting, eccentric and
electric, and of course attractive to tourists as an amazing place to be. This too,
is reminiscent of Piccadilly Circus in London which has a magnetic quality, from its
enormous ‘Sanyo’ and ‘TDK’ advertisements which can be seen passing through.
Likewise with Las Vegas, the iconic
image of it being a city of neon signs is
attractive in itself. But also if you study or
analyze this city, you will realize that the
signs are also a symbol of the architecture
of the city, they dress the buildings and
represent the design that would be classiing from Las Vegas, Venturi, Scott Brown
and Izenour highlighted this fact and as a
result it interested me in signs, symbols
and the forms they take.
Symbols in the city- usually these
are iconic; the Sydney Opera House for
Sydney, the Eiffel Tower for Paris, the
Statue of Liberty for New York, and the
Spire being a relatively new one for Dublin. It has always fascinated me how these
icons became symbols of these cities, as
I am sure it was in that sequence it hapmore, I have asked the question to myself,
is it a necessity for a city to have an icon?
Dublin hasn’t always had one, is it a politically fuelled concept of attracting tourists
and hence improving our economy? Or is
it for the social status of having a symbol,
as every other city does?
I’d like to think it was more than a
political move on our governments behalf,
as a nation, our capital needs an identity
and a recognizable one such as the spire

night
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speaks to foreign countries about the adventure and attractions there are in Ireland
and that we too are an exciting country
to come and visit; just as you would read
from the attraction the Eiffel Tower holds,
though to a much higher magnitude, indubitably.
Of course another perspective of
is the concept of symbols as a language.
They speak to you without physically making noise; one always recognizes the ‘tick’
symbol as being a sporting brand- Nike;
the star of David is universally recognized
Wall, Noethern England

a symbol combining North and South despite different political beliefs- the white
representing the neutral force between
both sides. This brings me to physical
today.

associated with Jews
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For example, Hadrian’s Wall signiland, and can be seen for miles and, miles
by passers-by. It automatically registers
with them, be it consciously or sub-consciously, that they are crossing the border
between these two countries. Likewise,
The Angel of the North represents NorthEastern England.
After reading Robert Venturi and
Denise Scott Brown’s works, ‘Architecture as Signs and Systems’ and their collaboration with Steven Izenour, ‘Learning
From Las Vegas’, I considered the studies
they did of the Las Vegas strip, and the
University of Pennsylvania. They studied
the movements of people, their desired
destinations, their living quarters, places
ings were incredibly interesting, and sym-

bolic in themselves. Their representation
of the information and their innovative
way of putting forward that information in
a comprehendible manner was impressive.
In ‘Learning From Las Vegas’, their
resources and depth of study into every
possible representation they could make of
the city, was an intelligent paradox. They
were investigating Las Vegas as a permanent exhibition of landmarks, signs, symbols and icons, and the manner in which
they are demonstrating their research is a
symbol of the city in itself. Among these
maps of undeveloped land, asphalt, vehicles, buildings, ceremonial space and ilings with comparative studies of churches,
wedding chapels, and shops. In these diagrams we can clearly see patterns beginning to emerge, and systems of people’s
footprints.
One particular study caught my attention, their study of ‘Every Written Word
seen from the Road’ (p 30). The study reinforces the idea of Las Vegas being a city of
signs, and the signs being the architecture,
rather than the buildings.
Evidently, it is clear that symbols
are a form of communication, and the
clearer the message; the more successful
the symbol. In Las Vegas, signs, symbols
and icons are vying for our attention, the
bigger, more colourful, higher, most unusual or original- the better. Emerging
could be applied to architecture; a building
which has something different and unique
to say to the voyeur, has more chance becoming successful in its appeal to people
in visiting it, and being charmed by it.
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Undeveloped Land in Las Vegas

Asphalt in Las Vegas Strip
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For example, the exterior of the
Disney Hall in Los Angeles, symbolises
the acoustic management of the sounds,
the hall is a working solution to unify a
‘diverse and fragmented city’ as Jencks
points out in ‘The Iconic Building’. It was
to create ‘ethnic peace’. This amazing and
novel work of art did just so, and symbolises this initiative as a whole.

Chapter Three;
Signs and Symbols
Communicating as a Language
and Learning from Las Vegas.
Robert Venturi, his wife Denise
Scott Brown and their friend Steven Izenour completed an exciting and groundbreaking study of Las Vegas in the early
1970’s. It focused on how space, speed and
distance in this extreme and eccentric city
can be measured by signs and symbols in
space. Tourists commuting on the highway
next to Las Vegas are distracted and lured
by the big bright graphic signs that adorn
the roadside, advertising Las Vegas and its
addictive entertainment buzz, ‘signs for
guidance- enormous signs in vast spaces at
high speeds.’ (Venturi, Scott- Brown and
Izenour; ‘Learning from Las Vegas’, p 9).
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As a result, of their success, signs
mushroomed round the vicinity, competing with each other to be bigger, better
and more enticing to the consumer, asking
them to indulge in their casino, their hotel, their market, and the bigger the sign,
the more hope of tempting the consumers into their haunts. Consequently, the
signs became the architecture garnishing
basic, simple sheds. ‘The sign at the front
of the building is a vulgar extravaganza;
the building at the back is a modest necessity’ (Venturi, Scott- Brown and Izenour;
‘Learning from Las Vegas’, p 13).
Subsequently Venturi and his colleagues evolved the idea of the ‘decorated
shed’ and the ‘duck’ where they became
symbols of describing two categories of
architecture in the city; one being a plain
building with a sign attached or indeed
a steeple in some cases for a chapel, and
the other being a type of architecture that
evolved, as the building being the sign,
not exclusive to Las Vegas only. ((Venturi,
Scott- Brown and Izenour; ‘Learning from
Las Vegas’, p87). Examples of a ‘decorated shed’ would include the Stardust Building which houses a hotel and casino; it has
a large, starry symbol at the top, conveying ‘stardust’ with a secondary sign below
ple of a ‘duck’ would be The Long Island
Duckling, Flanders, New York (Venturi,
Scott- Brown and Izenour; ‘Learning from
Las Vegas’, p87). Both concepts are means
of conveying a message, or trying to communicate with prospective consumers.
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They are trying to appeal to the
eye, catch attention, and be remembered.
This is not entirely unlike the concept of
iconography and monuments which I dis-

cussed earlier. Basically these buildings
are crying out that they too are monuments, and crave worshipping, though of
a different kind, but worshipping nonetheless. They are successful in communicating their message to their user.
Venturi and Scott-Brown used what
they had discovered and demonstrated it
in their work. The process in which they
had analysed Las Vegas and its movement, or activity proved valuable to them
as they designed a Master Plan for the
University of Pennsylvania (Venturi and
Scott- Brown; ‘Architecture as Signs and
Symbols’, p 131). Their system of analyzing worked in the same manner as before,
First they distinguished the nodes
and junctions or main intersections of
movement on campus, just as they identiterns in Las Vegas of food stores, wedding
chapels and automobiles rental. (Venturi,
Scott- Brown and Izenour; ‘Learning from
Las Vegas’, p 24). Then they pursued a
study of the University’s green spaces and
arteries between the main nodes on campus just as they had done in Las Vegas;
a study of undeveloped land, asphalt and
buildings (Venturi and Scott- Brown; ‘Architecture as Signs and Symbols’, p131).
They continued their examination of the site, with studies throughout
the campus during a sample of student’s
timetables and saw the busiest patterns
and most used access routes (Venturi and
Scott- Brown; ‘Architecture as Signs and
Symbols’, p132). In my opinion this is
comparable to their investigation of a map
of Las Vegas ‘showing every written word
seen from the road’ (Venturi, Scott- Brown
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and Izenour; ‘Learning from Las Vegas’,
p 30).; both diagrams show intensity and
popularity of natural choice by the average
human being; being the chosen pathway in
the University or the point of most concentrated interest in Las Vegas.
These diagrams are relative to
signs and the message they communicateand relay the message. Therefore, similar to signs, they are a successful means
of communication and ironically relate to
that of which they studied in Las Vegas,
producing signs of their own.
There use of symbols is explicit
in their project, Guild House; a conventional style of architecture, which they
pushed to the extreme of ugliness (Venturi, Scott- Brown and Izenour; ‘Learning from Las Vegas’, p 128). The square
double hung windows bring to mind strict
language seen in public housing, however,
they slightly distort the common element,
so slightly bringing through the symbolic
concept, quite similar to the themes of
Pop Art; and also they are at a larger scale
confusing and making people question the
building as they observe it.
Above; an image of the Guild House which

98

There is some unity between this
building and its relative buildings on the
same street, being the white strips of brick
at the top of the façade, and regarding the
grid it is on. It’s oversized ‘Guild House’
sign and large granite column at the entrance, (http://www.greatbuildings.com/
buildings/Guild_House.html) complete
the design as that of a decorated shed.
Clearly the building is monumental as
well as being symbolic.

Chapter Four;
Public Spaces and Successful
Iconic Landmarks
Furthering on from my initial analysation of Venturi, Scott Brown and Izenour’s study of Las Vegas and the patterns
throughout the city, I decided to focus on
Times Square and how it has become the
landmark it is today. From scrutinizing the
map of Manhattan Island, it is clear to see
Times Square occurs at the location where
Broadway intersects with 7th Avenue, and
42nd Street all of whom are extremely
dominant and important streets. Manhattan is based on a grid plan, with twelve
main avenues running north- south and are
broken by many streets oriented east-west;
creating blocks. Broadway is an exception
to this rule and runs diagonal through the
entire island of Manhattan. It is the oldest
north-south through-way in the city.
Seventh Avenue is a main artery connecting Central Park with the north and
south of the island. It also hosts famous
landmarks such as Penn Station, Carnegie Hall and Madison Square Garden.
Similarly, 42nd Street is known for its
theatre’s and restaurants, a favourite haunt
of tourists and also marks the start of the
famous Lincoln highway which stretches
west to San Francisco. All these elements
contribute to the fantastic collision of protagonist streets at Times Square, and result
in an extremely successful Public Square,
famed the world over.
Likewise, Piccadilly Circus also
is a focal point of major intersections in
London. It connects Haymarket, Coventry Street and Shaftesbury Avenue as well
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on the periphery of the main space. It is
close to a major shopping area and is located close to the renowned west-end. As
a result, it has become a popular point of
interest; gathering place.
There are many comparisons that
can be drawn between Times Square,
Piccadilly Circus. Both are well- known
for their neon signs and advertisements.
These in themselves are a major tourist
attraction. Unlike Las Vegas where the
architecture is the sign, and the buildings
are relatively informal and not overly impressive, in both public spaces as these,
the signs merely embellish what is already
attractive. Nevertheless, where ‘the lights
are much brighter’ and ‘the neon signs so
pretty’, as the song goes; there will be people and atmosphere.
sections in the heart of the cities they lie
in, adding to their increased wealth and
that passes their doors. Both are wellserviced by subway or underground lines,
Times Square had its own station before
today.
Both also are extreme hubs of entertainment and attract crowds form across
the globe to experience a piece of the action. They are iconic public spaces in their
own right, and are symbols of their respective cities.
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Both Jorn Utzon’s Opera House in
Sydney Harbour and Frank Gehry’s Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao, has had the
same effect in attracting tourists from the
four corners of the globe to see their in-

credible designs and visit the nation or
city.
Jencks wrote; ‘an iconic building has
many and often divergent likenesses to the
most bizarre and contradictory things’.
This would be the primary reason they are
often so powerful and amazing.
To begin with, the Sydney Opera
house is doubly iconic, as Jencks points
out, both for the fact it is a bizarre reduced
image of logo and also as it is an iconic
sign; similitude between visual images.
Though there were problems from the beginning, Utzon’s design originally being a
reject, and the furthermore, the problems
between Utzon and client throughout conyears, just what Utzon and his innovative
design contributed to both Sydney and
Australia as a nation. People are attracted
to its majestic, dominating presence over
the harbour in Sydney.
Its success is partly due to the abundance of metaphors associated with it. It
catalyses the imagination to associate it
with such things as ‘orange segments,

House

other (Jencks, ‘The Language of PostModern Architecture’, p41)’, to mention
but a few. The shiny tiled surface of the
image. As Jencks clearly recognises in
‘The Language of Post-Modern Architecture’ it is quite a witty building, and allows
people to draw unexpected yet credible
comparisons.
Norman Foster’s Swiss Re Headquarters in London is also an iconic build-
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ing of our time, both for its organic design
and innovative and complex environmental systems throughout. The building
is naturally ventilated, its design with a
natural narrow base, allows the building to
swell as it ascends, giving the illusion on
the ground of more breathing space in an
already highly dense city.
sign Center, in Los Angeles, can be viewed
as a successful icon. Though it may not be
as well- known and celebrated as many of
the others mentioned in this discussion,
nevertheless, it is an icon. I would presume
Venturi and Scott- Brown would classify it
as a duck- the function of the building is to
house an ornament and moulding production line, where it displayed and sold them.
Ironically, the building’s form is similar to
that of an enormous piece of moulding, cut
in section (Jencks; ‘The Language of PostModern Architecture’, p 47). It is widely
known now, as the ‘Blue Whale’, due to its
facade composing mainly of glass.
Frank Gehry’s Guggenheim in Bilbao, was the turning point for icons having a relevant place in architecture. The
form and design were generated from his
composition though it appears random in
design. It is covered in titanium tiles that
turned around the economy of the failing
and every year; its turn-over surpasses that
of the last.
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It invokes feeling and emotion in
those that visit, its scale is barely comprehendible, and since this fantastic explosion
of revenue that the city had enjoyed since
the building was completed, every city

year after it opened, the city enjoyed an
following year that increased a further 1.1
million and by 2000, Bilbao had another 3
see the amazing Frank Gehry intervention
in the city (Jencks; ‘The Iconic Building’,
p 18). He pushed the limit in his design,
admirably. The building itself is fantastic
work, and aptly is a museum.
This irony also adds to it being an
icon; people attend a museum to view and
critique famous works, and in this case the
shell which houses such works, is in itself
an item to be viewed at the museum. This
truly epitomises the icon.
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Conclusion
From my study of icons, symbols,
monuments, iconic landmarks and iconic
architecture, I believe I have developed a
greater awareness of how and why such
things are successful. It is human nature
to enjoy being shocked and awed by magdesign is always triumphant; like Gehry’s
Guggenheim. It is impossible to comprehend the sheer magnitude and level of
detail and planning that went into such a
thing.
From my point of view as a student
architect, I can only imagine the stress
and thought that went into each impossibly minute detail, the level of examination
that went into the structure, as it seems so
light as though it is barely balancing on its
neighbour. The building evokes a sense of
warmth and happiness though it is silver
in appearance; the sun illuminates the surface to a beautiful degree. The similarities
that can be drawn from it to almost any
individual object are endless, and it allows
the imagination to run wild.
Times Square epitomises how the
ment, atmosphere, activity, and celebrity.
We are familiar with New Year’s Eve being counted down in Times Square, similar to how we view Sydney; the harbour
works display. Having visited the Square,
I am well aware of the animation associated with it. The neon lights, the noises,
the smells, the addictive atmosphere is
amazing.
Clearly the formula to success in
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such a public area, like Piccadilly Circus
and Times Square, is entertainment, a large
cross-section of people travelling through
the area, a junction of main arteries of trafunsophisticated this judgement may seem,
it seems to be what works in these areas,
along with a good reputation built, which
of course takes time and patience to grow.
Las Vegas is hugely successful as a city of
entertainment.
However, in my opinion, it wouldn’t
enjoy the success it has today, if it wasn’t
for the revolutionary step of bombarding
the consumer with advertisements and
neon signs; the vibrant colour and lights
are attractive to everyone, and also add to
the special ambiance that this city holdseveryone travels to this city for a good
time. Therefore there is a pretty special
positive atmosphere here and it has been
proven that people are more likely to spend
more when they are in good form. Hence
the city is a success and I can understand
why.
Furthermore after considering Venturi, Scott-Brown and Izenour’s investigations on the city and their highlighting of
the ‘decorated shed’, I have realised that
the city was incredibly cost- effective to
‘build’. People adding steeples to their
bungalow, or adding a sign to a shed is an
extremely innovative approach and a sign
of good entrepreneurship. Most of these
buildings already existed and people manipulated their assets to their best advantage. They must be commended on their
achievements.
As should Australia and their vision of what an icon such as Sydney Opera House could bring to their country
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economically. Though it was an uneven
worth the wait and commotion surrounding the design. It is an emblem for the city,
nation and continent. Quite beautiful and
majestic on the harbour, it helped give the
city amazing world-wide status; an icon of
the 20th century, undoubtedly.
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I have had a fascination with the
work of Robin Walker ever since we visited
O’ Flaherty House on a class trip. Its design
was so radical that it has never seemed to
mature and date, even today, after almost
half a century. Even though the building
is so pure in Modern terms, the house still
displays a regard for context. For me, it is
one of the most successful pieces of architecture in Ireland of all time. In this dissertation I aim to learn what exactly it is that
impressed me so much and what made
this building so successful, looking at the
Modernist style and its principles. However,
when I put the question to myself, would
O’ Flaherty House be allowed to be built in
today’s system of planning, the issue of a
sites context and a buildings relationship to
it was raised. In essence, through the discourse of my dissertation I hope to study
Modernist building examples which would
site responsive. From this study I hope it
it is such a broad subject I would like to
concentrate my study to the works of Robin
and then step forward in time to look at the
ernism is approached in a contemporary
way.
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Robin Walker
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The Restaurant Building
Robin Walker graduated from
UCD in 1947. After graduating, he worked
and studied under Le Corbusier in France
working on projects such as the Unite
d’Habitation. He then went to Rhodesia,
Mies van der Rohe. While in the United
and Regional Planning at the Illinois Institute of Technology in 1958. He returned to
where he later became a full partner and it
RIAI president from 1968-1969. He won the
most prestigious award for architecture in
Ireland, the RIAI triennial gold medal, for
the Restaurant building in UCD, and the

Gold Medal for housing for O’ Flaherty house in
Kinsale.

After returning from America Robin was devoted
to the principles of Mies. It is clear that O’ Flaherty house is a reworking of Farnworth House,
and the Restaurant Building is an interpretation
of the New Modern Art Gallery in Berlin.
I have intentionally excluded some of his buildings such as the Restaurant due to the fact that
even though it is such a beautiful and successful object of Modernism, I do not think it is site
the course of Robin’s career he became more
sensitive to context.

New Modern Art Gallery in Berlin
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O’ Flaherty House
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The house is not visible from the roadside due
to the severe slope in the hill. The one bedroom
guest house combined with a sauna bath is designed as the complementary opposite to the
main house. Where the main house is raised
on stilts, the guest house is buried into the side
of the slope. One house on site is very visible,
the other is almost completely hidden, two completely different edge conditions.
The house is of square plan, with the layout of
walls and furniture conforming to a subdivided
grid of squares measuring 3 foot x 3 foot each
(I understand this to be the space required for
the width of a person to pass through keeping
the design to a minimal human scale). There
are two concrete columns placed on the outPerched on reinforced concrete stilts on a
hillside overlooking the River Bandon Estuary, with a distant view of the town, this
concrete and glass weekend house combines strength and elegance in a small
structure.
‘The house is raised off the
ground creating a sense of noble repose.
It is designed in concrete in response to its
coastal location, steel might have corroded
in the sea air. The concrete also responds
to the predominately grey coloured buildings of Kinsale’(1).

roof slabs. Each column is very slender with no
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For me the strongest connection of the
house to the site is internally where the
an unobstructed view of the surrounding
landscape and river. It greatly achieves
the notion of bringing the outside in and
the inside out. The river is visible from
almost every place inside of the house
so you are always reminded of where
you are; there is a great sense of place-

special detailing apart from the primitive capitol.
This is for structural purposes. ‘They are placed
regularly with the space divisions of 1:4:1’(2).
Placing the columns to the outside leaves the
interior space completely open.
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the building but also through the inside
of the house. Continuing another ten metres from the house down the slope you
meet the shoreline. Even when the tide
is at it highest it is still nowhere near the
house or guest room. This meaning that
the concept of the house wasn’t to raise it

Sean Collins
leaving the existing landscape untouched.
It may also have an idea of classical orders
of placing a building above ground level.
This distancing of the house from the sea
might seem as if the sea is thought of as an
object to be viewed from a distance, but due
which obscures the view of the slope to the
sea it means the immediate view is of the
the house, instead of being placed at the
water’s edge with direct views of such, the
house is set back and the persons experience is a framing of a projected view that of
one at the water’s edge. In conclusion, the
house is deeply contextual in that it makes
a huge effort in preserving the existing site,
raised above the ground level and carefully
cutting and slotting into the slope.

internally the building was also related to the
outside.
This entirely open glass pavilion is Mies’s most
radical domestic design. Meant to serve as a
weekend getaway house on a secluded wooded
site near the Fox River, the house is raised from
‘While the prosaic result of this is protection
of the living volume from inundation, the poetic effect is clearly a lightness and a sense of
space’(4).

I will look at two of Mies Van Der Rohe’s
works which are related to this house and
examine them.

The site for this unbuilt house extended
across a narrow river and enjoyed unimpeded views of the Grand Teton Mountains.
The house was conceived as a bridge
over a river with the bedroom located on
one end and the services on the other allowing a large open living space in which
free standing walls and furniture elements
articulated particular activity. ‘Its simple
volumetric form and the manner in which
detachment from the ground anticipated
the Farnsworth house’(3). His collages for
this design had an idea of framed views of
the mountains, that of which would project
your sense of place, perhaps an idea borrowed in the Walker house. This meant that

the house due to the internal space being enclosed completely by glass. I think Mies further
heightens our awareness of the existence of
architectural space by cantilevering the roof
end of the structure. I believe this suspended
effect is increased by locating the living volume
placing an elevated terrace midway between
a great idea expressed here of the house as a
also evident in the internal experience as the
outside is visually brought in and the inside
brought out. There is a sense of placement at
all times throughout the house, and at the same
time a beautiful picturesque backdrop.
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site where the object would very obviously
stand out. Both architects know that an entity is required for it to provide shelter and to
raised above ground level to achieve great
views or to avoid inundation. It is through
details in the design that the objects relate
to their site. Both houses have an idea of

The steel is painted white so to be of neutral pallet to its surroundings. This evokes the changes in season when they occur, highlighting the
black in Autumn and white of Winter. In its relationship to natural surroundings there exists
no suggestion of formal composition; the buildings occurrence in the landscape would seem
accidental were it not for the harmony which
has been established between the architecture
and the terrain. ‘Independent, yet at the same
time interdependent’(5), this alliance between
the organic creates a convincing image of how
Modernism can regard its context.

Comparing this house to Robin Walker’s house
in Kinsale I think there is clearly many similar
ideas but also differences. It is clear that both
houses try to tackle the problem of how to relate a new object (that being the house) to a

118

building by the use of glass, relating the
house to the site. The interiors relate to
the outside through the use of glass also.
The one point where I feel the Farsworth
house betters the O Flaherty house is in
each house’s use of columns. The exterior
columns on each facade of Walker’s house
sworth house. In my opinion it breaks the
landscape. That said I still feel both houses
are excellent examples of how Modernism
can respond to its given site and therefore
can make a building regard its context in a
different sense to that of trying to hide the
building completely from view.

Sean Collins
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Here I am going to look at another successful example of Modernist architecture that I
have visited by Robin Walker, which is site
responsive and completely contextual to
its site. This is a description of the holiday
house Robin designed for himself and his
family along the Beara peninsula coast in
County Cork. After this description I hope
to compare and contrast this house with
Lane, which, in some ways is the complete
opposite of this one due to the fact that it
pays no respect to the context its set in, but
instead creates its own context by the use
of courtyards.

Bótharbuí,
Beara peninsula, Cork

holiday home is sited on a steep wooded slope
facing across the Kenmare River to the Reeks
of Kerry. Initially Robin searched the coastline
of the Beara peninsula for the ideal site until
he found a small settlement consisting of the
remains of a cottage and two smaller scaled
attending botháns (Irish for shed) surrounded
by a native oak forest. Only up until recently
could the house be accessed by car, meaning
that the only means of access up until then was
from the sea- This meant the site would have
been designed around a person’s movement
upon ascension from the water. He rebuilt the
existing ruins, keeping a commemorative layout
which already oriented and guided the actions
of the previous inhabitants. However he confronts the memory of the past with a new topological spatial order by adding three new blocks
of a modern idiom, carefully placed in between
the trees and vegetation already existing on the
site. There is a juxtaposition here between the
rugged and timeless forms of the ancient blocks
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and the new modern blocks- “solid walled on
on concrete piers”(7). Here there is an idea of
keeping the house raised off the ground to albetween the buildings, leaving the existing
landscape untouched. There are “steps and
tinuously into the old interiors.”(8)

In my opinion the continuation of the stone into
the interiors is the architects way of expressing
the two different edge conditions present- the
blocks which are built directly on to the level
parts of the site (the ancient blocks) allow the
stone to continue into it whereas the other
blocks only allow the stone to continue as far
as the entrance to it. This is due to the fact that
when you step into these new blocks you’re
es above the sloping ground to make the space
more habitable.

The site sets up a dynamic relationship
between the building and mountainside.
There are a multiplicity of microcosms created by the different blocks, each with their
own topological attributes. Each new block
has an obscured view of the Kenmare River
and the Reeks of Kerry. This is a result of
the architects successful placement of each
block around each other.
Every block has its own function- the ancient cottage holds the function of kitchen,
one bothán acts as single bedroom, the
other holds the services, two of the new
blocks contain three rooms each (two bedrooms which are divided by a bathroom in
the centre) and the last block contains the
living room which is the biggest of all the
structures and completely open in plan.

The three old blocks have an A-pitched
roof, rebuilt to the original form they would
have been, almost 2.1 metres at its highest
point. The three new structures have monopitched roofs and ascend almost parallel to
the slope of the site, around 4 metres at its
highest point. In my opinion, the determining
factor for their shape is from the approach a
person has to the site. As a person makes
their way from the water up the slope to the
house, the blocks gradually emerge from
behind the trees and vegetation- which
give the person ascending an impression
that the new volumes respect the scale of
the ancient ones, they appear that they are
also 2.1 metres in height whereas in actuality its a visual illusion- the angle at which
the person looks up at the new blocks is
similar to the angle of the roofs, meaning
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that the roofs appear miniscule. The corollary of this is that the blocks have a greater
sense of space on the inside due to the rising roof.

the new blocks by using this cantilevered effect.
Another idea of levitated matter is expressed in
the bath tubs, located inside the bathrooms of
the new blocks. Here, two timber joists are the
only elements acting in suspending a bath tub.
bathing in a tub of water with almost no support, which in turn would evoke a feeling that

A quality which is inherent in Robins work
plates. Here the architect heightens our
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The space inside the new blocks is completely
different to that one experiences inside the andoors, almost entirely on one facade, space
be opened allowing fresh air and the sound of
nature to enter the blocks. This creates a great
sense of placement.

blocks on a day that was overcast, raining
the walls the branches of the trees could be
heard to brush up against them due to the
the roof: another successful overlapping of
the interior and exterior.
tic, almost bucolic, context of rural life.

Other motifs the architect uses to achieve this is
in the construction of the building and material
a holiday home, it would only be used for a couple of weeks during the summer by himself and
his family. This meant the house didn’t need to
be detailed to keep out cold temperature, due
to it not being used during the colder months.
This allowed for a simple construction of single
leafed walls and tin roofs. This resulted in the
house being very economical, but more importantly more haptic and sensory. I experienced
this myself while standing inside one of the new
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St Marys Lane
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No. 1, Saint Mary’s Lane,
Ballsbridge, Dublin
tional, this house is located in the heart
of Dublin city. Robin only built four private
houses in his lifetime, two of which were for
his family- one in Dublin and one in Cork
(Bótharbuí). The house, and even the address itself (the lane never had a name before) was designed by Robin in 1964. The
ing ideal corner sites with the right orientation- a living garden space and courtyard
being integral to the concept of the house.
Robin found eight such sites within walking
ers- only one replied. The rectangular site
he acquired was part of a large vegetable
Mary’s Road: A double fronted site.

ed to divide the site from the main garden which
effectively enclosed the rectangular space by
four perimeter walls. A door ope was cut out
the name). The diagram of the house which is
contained within this enclosure is very simpleleaving three “holes” or courtyards, the largest
one to the southwest corner, the next largest
at the southeast corner, and the smallest, the
the centre of the north wall. This entrance court
tween outside and inside; the Lane and inside
the house. I felt this to be a very important detail in creating an autonomous atmosphere to
the house which is otherwise located behind a
granite wall conjoined to other perimeter walls
stretching the length of the lane, and thus giving the lane a sense of monotony.

There were three existing granite garden
stone walls approximately 2.2m high which
Lane. A new concrete block wall was erect-
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While the building presents a completely closed
exterior, within the boundary all interior courtare completely secluded from the street.

The architectural feature that impressed
doors in the living room that look out on to
the main southwest court. The two panes
of glass in these doors are two of the largceiling. Even when the doors are closed
there is a direct spatial connection between
outside and inside. But these doors slide
completely into a bookshelf pocket wall,
thus opening the room up completely to the

The accommodation is designed for a family
with small children – three child’s bedrooms
plus one master bedroom, a common bathroom, a master bedroom with bathroom and
dressing area, a living / dining open plan room,
a kitchen which mediates between this and
the entrance hall, and, at the end of the site,
a garage. All of the rooms enjoy unique relationships and daylight from the courtyards, and
most of them have through-views from one
courtyard to another due to the open plan of the
main spaces.

exactly level with the courtyard paving so
that the visual and physical connection between inside and outside is uninterrupted.
This is achieved by concealing a drainage
trench around the perimeter of the accommodation.

yards, was how well they succeeded in
helping illuminate the interior spaces. The
house is orthogonal in most respects except for its overall orientation due south.
The rectangular plan is offset approximately 45 degrees meaning the living room with
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Again, common in Robin’s work is this idea of
to the main courtyard allowing mid-day and
evening light to penetrate into the roomthe times during the day that a family would
occupy this space the most. There is also
facade which allows a controlled amount of
morning light to enter. The bedrooms face
south east and on to the same courtyard
so as to get morning and mid-day light. The
kitchen also faces southeast, however it
looks on to a different courtyard.

expressed here in the detailing throughout the
house. Corners are designed carefully (no architraves or mouldings are used, except the
skirting), the plaster stops at 2.4m above the
ring beam which reinforces the edge of the
slab. The result of such austere walls gives
the impression that instead of the wall having
to bare its own weight down onto the ground,
it appears instead that the wall is in tension between the ground and the ceiling. A mere four
concrete columns provide the only necessary
internal structural supports – the roof otherwise
bears on the perimeter walls (columns provide
small core – typical of the Mies plan – conceals
a boiler, services and storage in a plywood box
courts outside. This said it seems there is no
overlaid grid, instead the structure adapts itself

The third courtyard, the entrance court,
room adjacent to the kitchen, and one of
the bedrooms located on the northerly side
of the house.
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St Mary’s Lane vs. Bótharbuí
“The courtyard house is a mechanism of both
isolation and expansion, for the construction of
the self”.(1) The courtyard house -in this conspace consisting usually of formal gardens,
water, and seating. The house provides a
sense of safety and privacy due to its enclosure
of boundary walls around the perimeter. “The
angle formed by the outside walls of court and
house conjoined.”(2) It is an urbane housing
settings, including single-family housing. This is
due to the fact that it doesn’t require a context
to relate on to, instead it creates its own context, the formal courtyard which interiors can
relate out on to. The formal garden is a motif
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used to exaggerate where one is situated
by placing them in a cultivated image of the
natural world. The Villa –in this case Bothar
Bui- is the perfect complement to the urban
model with its isolating perimeter walls, built
into the landscape and relating on to it; it
provides the urban retreat to the wild. The
realm where philosophical life can be experienced: the cultivation of the soil for the
cultivation of the mind. There are also the
practical advantages of the Villa’s natural
surrounds- the healthfulness provided by air
and exercise, and delightful natural views of
the landscape.

Sean Collins
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to applying to study architecture in UCD
he spent some years working in countries
such as America and France doing furniture design where he obtained a Menuisier
ting and complimentary to their spaces they
are set in. He has collaborated with his
brother Corban, an artist, and was recently
es exhibition in the Venice Biennale ‘08.
Dane House has been featured in an issue

his father in the few works of his that I’ve seen.
He approaches a project with great sensitivity
to context and his buildings are always site responsive in their relation to the site, but what is
unique about his work compared to his father’s
work is that he does it in a contemporary way.

writer and has many publications.
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Dane House
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Dane House
Coomnahorna Caherdaniel,
Co. Kerry
Nestled in a rural valley, this holiday home
for an artist hides neatly underneath the adjoining roadway and into its immediate landscape. The steeply sloping site was bought
by Thomas Dane with the intent of building
a modern house with the precedence of
Bóthar Buí in mind. The site boasts fabulous views of the surrounding hills and the
Kenmare River in the distance. There is a

above it without the overall roof line being too
visible and pronounced form the roadside. In
section the house steps down from road level
to a small entrance court. From this entrance
court one can access the main living room of

blows through the site and transmits the
sound of the distant River beautifully. The
concept was that the house would take the
order of farm buildings in the valley spatially
and the form of the building would be taken
directly from the topography of the site. The
house is partially cut into the slope creating
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the main building, or the other separate building which holds a bedroom and ensuite. The
living room, which has kitchen and dining area
functions, steps down again to the ground level
which holds three bedrooms, a bathroom with
sauna and a utility room. I think the differentiation between public and private spaces through
structures works very well. The private spaces
are a mix of solid and void on their facades to
create more privacy in comparison to the public
living space whose facade is completely open.
The arrangement of the two buildings bound
scaped garden which is accessible from both
structures and the entrance court.

and the rake of the ceiling creates a space
merged with landscape. Upon entering this
space the ceiling frames a view by running
almost parallel with the exterior hill and adthe radiators are recessed and hidden uncontinues up to the glass.

The seemingly weightless furniture designed by the architect compliments the
space and is easily distinguished from the
My favourite architectural feature was the
space that was created within the Living room.
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table uses a system of backbone and ribs

Sean Collins
warping, as it is constructed of solid Irish
elm. The advantage of using this structure
allows the legs to be positioned right at the
corners, imparting a sense of levity which
quality.

The construction externally is extremely contextual to the site, consisting of local materials, concrete and stone. “By making the stone
cladding, the mortar, and the point at which
the stone and concrete join together explicit, it
explores the nature of the mix between these
materials over time.”(11) It also uses a concrete
roof to emphasise the closeness of its form to
the existing buildings nearby. I really like the
way the materials complement each other such
as the Irroko timber used on the window and
door opes which has weathered to a shade of
silver which is similar to that of the concrete.

This can also be seen in other pieces such
the chair and leg rest.
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Internally plywood, Irish elm timber and white
plasterboard are used to help illuminate each
does this create a quality of space but also an
economy of construction due to low cost of plywood and plasterboard.

A small design detail which impressed me was
the ope’s found in each bedroom to allow fresh
(whose function is to relate inside and outside
and allow light to enter) an undesirable amount
of cold air would enter the room, whereas the
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I am going to talk about the principles of
Modernism and how they have been retained in the past decades by comparing
the work of these two architects.

Structure
Quality of space and clarity of structure
are critical elements in Modernism. A key
characteristic of the modern movement is

contrasts with Classical principles which is
about emphasis on verticality, weight and
between building structure, space and furnishings. Unquestionably, for me, the building paradigm I have looked at in this discussion which portrays the purist example of
The clear differentiation between the two
by 8 slender vertical lines creates a sense

and the columns instead of showing mass and
weight, appear like strings in tension holding
them down to the ground.

vertically aligned columns are differentiated be-

solid and void is recessed from the columns so
that these solid walls don’t cause confusion and
appear to be load bearing. I think myself it could
have been more convincing if the recess was
of a greater depth. O’ Donnell and Tuomeys furniture college in Letterfrack comes to mind.
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a huge relationship between its interior and
exterior context. Of the houses I’ve visited
it is the living room space in Dane house
and the O’ Flaherty house which created
the strongest relationships to their context.
The large panes of glass in Dane house aland creates the strongest link with the landscape. The same can be said of O’ Flaherty
house with its glass perimeter envelope.

(Photo of the furniture college taken by me
Furniture
Space + Materials
plan and kept to the perimeter and the corollary

Furniture plays a huge role with enriching
the character of a space. Here, each furniture design again should display an em-

space in plan. This interior space through the

verticality. This gives the impression that

to its immediate context. This detailing creates

-
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Sean Collins
um occuring through the room. The best
examples of this are seen in Dane house
chose and designed furniture to enhance
the character of the room.

The table in Dane House reminded me of
the structural section through O’ Flaherty
house.
Dane House Furniture

O’ Flaherty House section and furniture
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St. Marys Lane furniture

The alteration of the original bed in the
master bedroom by Simon to just a matress compliments the space effectively
as opposed to the original bed which appeared larger and more dense.
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Bothar Bui Furniture

Sean Collins
Similar detailing which I liked
A design detail I experienced and enjoyed
in the Restaurant Building by Robin was the
stair down from the main college path to the
loading bay. I really liked the way the space
is compressed down to a human scale by
the two parallel walls and as you approach
the bottom of the stair the space opens out
giving it a preconceived sense of grandeur
and importance. Unfortunately the loading
bay is quite a destitute space which was a
disappointing terminus. I was elated to see
this detail emulated in Dane house as you
descend the stair down from road level to
the entrance court. The importance of the
court as being the threshold between living
room and bedroom, inside and outside, and
descent of the stair.

Dane House Court

Restaurant Building Staircase
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Conclusions

Sean Collins
Essentially these buildings could be understood
understood as landscape, but a response which
embraces local traditions of building to create
such an Internationally Modernist work which in
turn relates it to the country of Ireland.

Robin Walker’s Restaurant Building

It is clear that modernism has changed a lot
able purist forms, while being aesthetic objects of art, resulted in buildings sometimes
not matching their surrounding context and
they displayed no effort of a response to
their site; The building could have been
helicoptered onto another site and worked
just as well (or as badly) there.
It is fascinating to trace Robin’s work from
the mid 60’s to mid 70’s. At the beginning
of this time period he is after returning from
ever, his ethic isn’t to copy and replicate
the works of Mies, but instead rework it; O’
Flaherty house and the Restaurant building take the lesson of Farnsworth and the
New Modern Gallery in Berlin and translates them to concrete. This results in designs distinctly Irish and original. Mies did
not build his exemplary works in concrete,
so that was the task facing Robin when he
returned, and he accomplished it within the
Irish landscape, and within the Irish context
for building.

O’ Flaherty House
Robin’s ethic then can be seen to broaden and
become more sensitive to “context” understood
as landscape and site in works such as Bothar
Bui. The design shows beautiful sensitivity to
preserve the original site yet adding the new
modern idioms, which are complimentary of the
site and still embrace local building traditions.

Bothar Bui

147

Modernism and its regard to context

and context, and with the advancements in local building his designs can be executed with
sharper detail.

Dane house’s success with relating to its landscape internally is from the glass used; the
availability of such large panes of glass was not
feasible in Robin’s time. However, from the visit
to Dane house, it is evident there is another
lesson to be learned: sustainability.

Glass is modernisms favourite material, but
I think a balance must be found between
the poetics of large panes of glass and the
functionality of having smaller panes of
glass giving greater strength and encouraging better sustainability.

Sustainability
sidered in Robin’s time. All glass used back
taining heat. Dane house originally used double
glass are so large and the site is quite exposed
to strong winds, some glass began to slightly
vacuum seal between the two panes of glass.
This created an air gap into the seal, and on a
cold day when the house is heated internally, it
causes condensation, ruining the view outside.
-

Modernism, the style that links
inside to outside
It would take a lot of trial and error, I feel,
which works sustainability and poetically.
vantage it can result in powerful, unique
and beautiful relationships created between
inside and outside which are completely
extension he has done in Ranelagh are
perfect examples.
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Sean Collins
It is clear from this dissertation that through
-embracing local traditions of building
-carefull selection of material
-designing with the collaboration of structure
and space
-and executing a sensitivity to site context,
contemporary Modernism is, without a doubt,
one of the best style’s which can relate to any
given context, and because of its richness
through austeriety, it can be very economical too. I think Robin best summed it up when
he said “Quality is a necessary constituent of
good architecture. It has to do with the choice
of materials, techniques and, through the manner in which things are juxtaposed and put together, the expression of the spirit of a work.
Richness is not a factor. It is as possible, as
easy, to achieve good quality with inexpensive
means as to achieve it with an overabundance
of riches. There is appropriate quality, which is
perhaps the same as a sense of propriety.”

Extension in Ranelagh which frames a
view of the local church
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Jeremiah Cahill
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Where it all began....

2

Baron Pierre De Coubertin, in the late nineteenth/early twentieth century after the modernisation and structuring of many ancient games and
local sports. The relevance and implications of these words has grown
exponentially since they left the pen of Baron Pierre De Coubertin. With
the coming of the Enlightenment and birth of modern science came the
Not since the height of the Greek Olympians from the seventh century
B.C. to third century A.D. has sport had such a central role in our lives

1

modern day religion with its own prophets, messiahs and disciples(1).
The stadia of today have become churches and cathedrals of the modern era bringing whole towns, cities and regions together as a modern
community.

155

3

together and giving the feeling of belonging to something bigger than
themselves. This fanatic following has inspired the buildings of sport
to become places of homage and reverence. The stadiums and sport
centres which are part of the everyman’s idea of architecture and have
become iconic yet natural for him to go to and enjoy are some of the
best examples of architecture and people integrating successfully. It is
this characteristic of the stadiums that the strength of the building type is
derived from. This has motivated designers of stadia to push the boundaries in technology and design to create buildings equal to the sport.
Would you paint a pretty picture only to put it in an ugly frame? Probably
not and the stadium acts as the frame in which the picture of athletic talent can blossom in the best possible surroundings to the adoration of the
onlookers.
In much the same as a theatre set for a play or a musical the
stadium if designed correctly can enhance and increase the occasion of
the match, game or event. It is not a passive backdrop for the event but
try to exceed their regular function of staging of the sport but this has
not always been the case. The stadiums which have become national
icons and bring local pride are designed and built after learning from the
before them.
From the humble beginnings of simple pitches to the modern
monumental arenas, stadia have undergone rapid transformation in the
past one and a half centuries. In my opinion, this evolution has been in
reaction to four major stages.
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sports.

It is these factors that have driven stadiums forward from craters in the ground. The four factors do not follow a strict chronological
order although they do seem to follow on from each other loosely.

4

1.Idea partially adapted from Stadiums; architecture for a new global culture, Rod
Sheard, 2005
2.Written by Baron Pierre De Coubertin, von Gerkan, Marg un Partner, Stadia and
Arenas, 2004
3. Sarfraz Monzoor, The fall of the last good man, The Guardian (UK), 14 April
2004
4.Simon Inglis,Foreword pg IX, Sports Architecture, Rod Sheard, 2001
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‘Ponem et Circenses’
5

and try to exceed their regular function of staging the sport but this has
not always been the case. The stadiums which have become national
icons and bring local pride are designed and built after learning from the
advances of precedents that have gone in the 150 years before them.
monumental arenas, stadia have undergone rapid transformation in the
past one and a half centuries. The strong effect of the ancient arenas of
ancient sports on the modern stadiums of modern sports is paramount
diums.
The precedents of stadia from the early amphitheatres to the
able founding for early stadia of the 19th century. It is this geometry of
the test of time as the logical and accepted form for stadia design. The
simple undecorated and functional design of the early amphitheatres coincided with the early stadia of the 19th century which were both no more
than craters with the athletic spectacle in the centre. The growth in popularger more complex stadia. In ancient Rome and Greece the amphitheatre lost its functional appearance in Augustan times when it began to be
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decorated with architectural character.
This provided inspiration for the second golden age of stadia as
the architects of modern stadia followed the only built precedents available such as the Coliseum in Rome. The corporate boxes which are the

choice seats of all stadiums are modern versions of the tribunals upon
which the upper classes of the Roman Empire watched the sport of
their days. The crowd control idea of the Romans ‘ponam et circenses’
or bread and circuses was one which seemed apt for the industrial
revolution of the 19th century.

2
3

159

6

The mass exodus of the countryside to the industrial cities
brought populations to highs not seen since the times of the Roman
or baseball pitches. In the period of 1850 to 1900 almost all major worldtion of sport occurred during these years for with the major rules and
regulations being drawn up for soccer(1863), rugby(1871), Aussie rules
football(1859), American football(1869), and baseball(1845).

4
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The sport which thrived most during these primitive days of
professional sport was undoubtedly soccer which expanded at a pheand were one of many early clubs to play in dire conditions at the beginning of the professional era. Most clubs played in simple pitches with
embankments to all sides being the only luxury at those times or else
ground-shared with cricket clubs which would have been just marginally better. The early stadiums grew only as spectatorship grew, as was
true for all sports, and the sports were recognised for there monetary
ered stands, bars, dressing rooms and corporate boxes coming as a
result of this injection of cash. The crowded stadium which brought the
money for change

7

As popularity grew so did the architectural merit in the stadiums grow as the stadiums became symbols of grandeur and outward
expressions of power and success. The growth in popularity of soccer
led to this becoming not just a local phenomenon but grew to national
importance when in 1924 with the British Empire Exhibition.
dium which ignited much interest in the exhibition as a whole. The site
chosen is of some architectural interest also as it was the infamous site
at a British version of the Eiffel Tower. In 1901 he attempted to build an
1150 ft tower but only reached 200 ft after the foundations were found
to be unstable.
was made in 1914 after using the grounds of Crystal Palace football

161

club, aptly named after Paxton’s glass and steel masterpiece, for twenand Maxwell Ayrton designed a stadium with a variety of styles such as
Romanesque arches and colonnades, faux monumental masonry and
the art deco of the central hall all synonymous with Empirical grandeur
architecture of the world exhibition.
Built with a design loved by millions, and was fronted by the most
world renowned showpieces, the twin towers. The brilliant white twin
towers, 126 ft high, gave a dramatic effect felt by all who approached
them. The twin tower motif was a symbol of power and grandeur was an
of turmoil. The initial capacity of Wembley was 126,500 yet in the 1924
tended. The terraces of ferro-concrete withstood this stern test and the
reinforced concrete structure continued to do so for another 80 years.

5
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The stadium underwent much refurbishment over the years
land internationals was a listed building, albeit grade 2, but despite all
this historic backing the twin towers were taken down in 2003 to be
replaced by the colossal arched stadium by HOK and Norman Foster
Architects.

5. Johann Wolfgang Van Goethe, Italian Journey, Verona, 16 Sept 1786, pg 7, Von
Gerkan, Marg und Partner, Stadia And Arenas
6. Spiro Kostof, The City Shaped: Urban Patterns and Meanings Through History,
second edition,1999
7. Sir Bobby Moore, www.wembleystadium.com
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‘Lights, Camera, Action . . . .’

8

Wembley stadium was one of many stadia to be refurbished
around the 1950’s and 60’s with many more being newly built in this era.
The factor for this explosion in change, necessary change, was TV. Television and sport are an inseparable couple and since the 1940’s have
grown in proportion to each other, helping each other out along the way.
a 25 minute viewing of a men’s tennis match in Wimbledon. This is seen
between the two. Televisions growth from a measly 5,000 sets sold in
1946 to 75% of households having one 10 years later, show its meteoric
rise with sport holding its hand along the way.
Like all relationships it has had its low moments too with the
came from an initial drop in attendances at stadiums where television
got an early foothold. The Boston Braves Baseball team felt this negative
impact, even after winning the National League in 1948, when in 1949
crowds fell by 81% due to signing a TV deal for the next three years. It
wasn’t just single teams that were hit by an early introduction of TV, as
the sport of College American Football was hit severely. Between 1949
and 1953 attendance declined by almost 3 million. The National Collegiate Athletic Association formed a television committee and introduced
strict rules for limiting broadcasts. Even then it was not until 1963 that
attendances rose back to the levels of 1949.
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6

OF THE WORLD’10 emphatically said the brainchild of Judge Roy
advanced and famous stadiums of its era. The Houston Astrodome,
baseball would succeed in the hot, humid, wet summers, infected with
mosquitoes, of Houston was roof the stadium leading to the extravaused while construction was underway with the Astrodome. The players complained of the conditions and the fans just stayed in their comfortable homes.
dilemma. The dome was capped by a 300 ton tension ring which sat
on lamella trusses that span the domes huge circumference. To allow
the grass to grow the roof was made transparent with the use of Lucite
with adequate lighting for colour TV at a luminance of 300 lux. This idea
had a problem unforeseen in the drawing up of the plans and was only
lot of glare when players looked up to try catch high balls and were
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blinded. The solution to this problem
was to whitewash 30% of the dome but
unfortunately this led to an even greater problem as the grass was unable to
grow minus the light. Unfortunately what
the photo to the right doesn’t show being
black and white is how the dead grass
was spray-painted green in an attempt
to cover-up the problem. This led to one
of the biggest developments in sports
arena with resulting answer to place
synthetic grass in the stadium, later to
become known as Astroturf in honour of
its birthplace.

7

11

This problem was to be alone in the building of the Astrodome
as there are many successes in its design. Its true strength is in how it
tackled the aforementioned problem of removing fans from there comfy
homes and attract them to the stadium. The piece de résistance of the
stadium was its $2 million dollar, 4 storeys high and 474ft long scoreboard
that had over 50,000 lights that created black and white animations,seen
to the right, to excite the crowd.
The industrial steel structural design mirroring its surroundings betrayed
the luxury of the interior with its padded and upholstered theatre-esque
sion stands and 4 restaurants, it was the envy of the nation.

166

8

167

It had an air conditioning unit so powerful, that coupled with high
humidity, it caused it to rain indoors! To create a comfortable acoustic
level in the stadium and to avoid echoing in the large dome the design
called for half the roof to be covered with acoustical coating, the lower
each seat to contain shock absorbers. With the bountiful comforts and
the scoreboard, the fans came out in there millions with over 12 million
to tour the building with no game taking place.12
The success of the Astrodome is its ability to live even beyond its
use as a baseball stadium to the versatile centre it is today with rodeos,
concerts and presidential conventions. The greatest accomplishment of
the Astrodome as a stadium is in its design to be built for the spectator in
they have been one of only a handful of buildings that can accommodate
the population of a town or city and certainly the only type that can captivate the entire gathering. The advent of TV has increased this captivation to a national and global stage.
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8.

Ellis Cashmore, Making Sense of Sport, pg276, 2005

9.

Simon Inglis, Sightlines: Astadium Odyssey, p266, 2000

10.

Scoreboard message at the Astrodome Stadium

11.

President Lyndon B. Johnson, Opening game, Houston Chronicle, THE

12.

Shattuck, 04/08/1990
Figures and statistics obtained from The Houston Astrodome, Craig And
Katherine Doherty,1996
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Where these developments in creating a comfortable family orientated stadium were taking place around the world and in most sport,
there was an unusual slowness in development of this kind in soccer/football. The reason for this inept and plain lack of change has been attributed to many reasons such as a lack of institutional governing of the Football Associations, hooliganism and ageing stadiums. Football matches
were seen to be quite unsafe, due to the violent actions of football hooligans. Football hooliganism had
spoilt the family atmosphere of
football games for many with
people fearing bringing their
family to a football game due to
the violent reputation that football hooligans had given the
sport. Football stadia around
the world were also old, decaying dinosaurs that were considered dangerous for families.
The changes that swept through most other major sports and stadiums
only gradually penetrated the sport of football even despite the windfall
of money and popularity. The few developments that came in the 60’s
and 70’s were poorly planned and designed due to weak regulations that
allowed for substandard and unsafe new stands and terraces.
The dilapidated stadiums of Britain got the most coverage round
the world due to the multiple disasters over the years with tragedies such

between the 2 sets of fans and an old wall collapsed. These tragedies
were not without warning as they had been preceded by 4 reports:
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Despite this series of disasters the reports were rarely adhered
to and if so were only loosely so. It was not till 20 years ago almost

been regarded as one of the country’s leading stadiums having been
had undergone to attract back television audiences to the stadium with
improved comfort including a new 10,000 all-seated cantilevered stand
in 1960. It was considered so modern that it was mentioned in Nicholas
Pevsner’s guide to Building of England, the only football ground to be
so honoured. Despite all these improvements over time this and other
stadiums became run down and dilapidated. It was in the respected

12

that changed the nature of stadiums throughout Britain. Police made the
fatal error of allowing 4,000 latecomers into the ground for the FA Cup
“Football
isn’t a matter of life or death. It’s far more important than that.”13 never
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rang as hollow as in 1989.
Lord Justice Taylor’s report into the deaths at Hillsborough and
the disasters before it brought about change to the sport as a whole
through the leagues dilapidated stadia. One of the major changes was to
have it mandatory for all stadiums to be all-seater stadia and this greatly
curbed the hooligan element at matches creating a more family orientated
at the North Bank end of Highbury. Not only was it an all-seater stadium,
it set a new standard in spectator facilities with supporters’ stores, restaurants, concession stands and multiple bars. Where Highbury’s new
way in a new standard for form.14

15

13

-

and Rugby with its exciting ‘banana truss’ led design(13 & 14). The dramatic curved form of the design opened up endless possibilities for future
stadiums but it was not just purely a building of form. The form of the
building was designed on the knowledgeable understanding of favour-
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15
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able sightlines for the fans. The curved form allowed for fans at all times
to be no more than the recommended maximum viewing of no more than
150 metres from the centre of the pitch.
guest lounges and a 500-person conference and banqueting suite 16
with the architects understanding the power of designing for TV and merdium met all the new rules of the Taylor report and provided impetus for
future developments of new British stadia and despite the strictness of
the Taylor report the stadium still managed to create a design combining
intimacy with safety.

16
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13.

Liverpool legend Bill Shankly

14.

Rod Sheard, The Stadium, Architecture for the New Global Culture, 2005

15.
1994

Dr. Brian Edwards, ‘Stadium with a Swagger’, The Architects’ Journal ,

16.
1994

Dr. Brian Edwards, ‘Stadium with a Swagger’, The Architects’ Journal ,

Regeneration Generation

17
The stadium at the end of the 20th century and beginning of the
21st century entered a new generation, with a new direction as a tool
for regeneration. The role of the stadium evolved to be seen as a vital
new component in 21st century public space alongside shopping centres, cinemas and airports replacing to some degree the public spaces
of architecture are now a complex planning tool and can be powerful
enough to instigate new developments in run down and forgotten parts
of cities and are the modern regeneration tool. This is where the newest
clubs to build iconic stadiums.

17
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Their reason to backing these projects that the governments believe the stadiums can be a catalyst for urban regeneration and are often
designed to be the multi-faceted centre of a new community. This new
generation of stadiums can act as the basis for structured growth in the
rundown rust belts of forgotten 20th century industrial areas in most cities around the world. They are used as an icon to change the public’s
mindset and accept an area of neglect. The rest of the world’s sport
direction of regenerative stadia with the American sports of baseball and
American football best placed to begin the regenerative generation.

18

The wealth of the sports industry in America at the turn of the
century placed its respective professional sports in the opportune poAmerica to appear as a regenerative tool in larger developments in the
rust belts of industrial America were Oriole Park, Baltimore in 1992 and
Coors Field, Denver in 1996. The latest stadium to be used in this manner is the AT&T Park in 2000. This stadium is situated in the Mission Bay
century warehouse district area which is to be transformed from the 300
acres of abandoned railway tracks to a vibrant area with housing, shops,
the impetus in a much awaited $4 billion redevelopment of the Mission
area.
The stadium despite being an object of regeneration relates to
its surroundings and the history of the area with the two street facing facades consisting of brick recounting the brick warehouses of days gone
by. The internal structure is a large steel structure which compliments
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Oakland Hills instead of the city having been changed due to wind conditions. This gives the stadium an unmistakable character as it reactivates
the bay side and draws many boats in search of game balls on match
days. The energy brought by the stadium to the area has converted the
dingy slum into the hottest property in town.

18
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It did not take as long for the stadiums of soccer to follow the
example of the rest of the world with the precedents of American stadiexample for the rust belts and rundown areas of cities around Europe.
which moved from its hallowed grounds of Highbury due to its growth in
stature and popularity in the footballing world. Where Arsenal had led the
has followed on from this in becoming the centre of a regeneration project in it’s native Islington area. The local council wanting to keep the club
in the locality gave the club a 27 acre site, only one mile away from Highbury, to be integrated into one the largest urban regeneration projects in
the UK. The Ashburton Grove redevelopment hopes to regenerate the

19
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Lower Holloway Road area which at the moment is one of the poorest
areas in London.

181

The new 60,000 seater stadium is the centre piece of the new
community with the stadium to be surrounded by over 2,000 new homes
as well as community sports centre, health care facilities and children’s
frastructure but a modern stadium designed to the highest standards.
spectator viewing, providing viewing distances of less than the maximum of 150 metres throughout the stadium. The acoustics are unrivalled
by most stadia and at the time of goals being generously described with
‘The volume is deafening, on a scale which Highbury’s 38,000 could
never have imagined.’21
supermarket and having many restaurants, bars and concession stands
placed throughout the stadium. These are the shops opened for matchday but the stadium sits on a 5 metre high podium of shops and community centres which are available to the community on non matchdays
the roof suspended by 2 primary trusses on eight structural cores which
allows the roof to hover over the stadium like a halo.

21
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The practice of using the stadium as a tool for redevelopment of an area is one which has long been used in the history of the
Olympics as its travels from one city to another every four years. The
Olympics has always been an excuse and a reason to clean up and redevelop the city as a whole with the greatest example of this being the
Barcelona Olympics of 1992. The city of Barcelona was a city in major
need of renewal after the neglect of the Franco era over, the Olympics
being the impetus for an overhaul of the rundown and overcrowded city.
The difference between the aforementioned regeneration projects is
that they are unique and new being private projects while the Olympics
have always been about showing off the city as a whole. The Olympics
have also to build a residency complex as well as the main stadia. This
is where the strongest parts of the Barcelona ’92 Olympics regeneration
are found as to put forward the city in the best light there were many
its tight and shabby beautiful streetscape but still shabby and crowded.
The residency for the athletes, Nova Icaria, created an Olympic Village
that integrated with the rest of the city allowing it to merge seamlessly
with the city after the games becoming a new community to the city.
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rable ever to grace the Olympics but unlike the follys of other Olympic
such as the much celebrated Beijing Olympics Birds Nest have become
white elephants 22
Olympics or other major tournaments have left town. The structures of
the Barcelona ’92 while mostly based in the Olympic Ring area were
also spread out to other areas including the Archery Facilities, in Vall
d’Hebron by Enric Miralles, Olympic Port, on the shore front to the
Mediterranean by MBM Arquitectes, Basketball Arena, in Balladona
by Esteve Bonell and Francesc Ritus and the Hockey stadium in the
nearby town of Terrassa by Bach y Mora. Each stadium had its own
vital merits to the overall Olympic redevelopment with the Olympic ring
being a new multi-use sporting complex and also incorporated the rejuthe 1936 Olympics. The Archery range designed by Miralles is probably
arena is not set as object in its area but plays a pivotal role in its setting.
The Olympic Port at the edge of the Nova Icaria Olympic Village is the
allowing the sea to almost become part of the urban fabric.
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17.
John King, A Beautiful Diamond Slightly Flawed, San Francisco Chronicle, 11/4/00
18.

Dennis Bergkamp, Former player, Arsenal website

19.
Paolo Bandini, Arsenal’s Emirates Stadium, The Guardian(UK), Tuesday
26 September 2006
20.
Paolo Bandini, Arsenal’s Emirates Stadium, The Guardian(UK), Tuesday
26 September 2006
21.
Peter Buchanan, Architectural Review, Barcelona, a city regenerated,
August 1992 Issue
22.
sue

Peter Buchanan, Architectural Review, Urbane Village, August 1992 Is-

23.
A white elephant is a valuable possession of which its owner cannot
dispose and whose cost (particularly cost of upkeep) is out of proportion to its
usefulness.
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Conclusion
-

The stadium has entered a new importance in the world today as it has become one of the most iconic and powerful types of
public buildings of our time. As civilisation has become more civilised
the need for an outlet of our basic nature has taken hold in the domain of sport. The combative nature of ourselves is appeased by the
competitive nature of sport while the need to feel part of something
bigger is sports latest calling as western culture is beginning to reject
religion more often. As the ascendency of sport has continued unabated throughout the 20th century and into the 21st the has inavertingly become more important as a result. While they were not regarded in the same league as the architectural stalwarts through the
ages such as churches, housing etc. The stadium with its connection
with TV since the 50’s has broadcast some the most memorable
moments in 20th and 21st century history to many people . The association of TV and sport has created a connection across borders,
religions and races as sport has realised its power to unify the world
even for the shortest of times such as the Olympics or World Cups.

-
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The stadium has become the 21st centuries replacement for the
of the most powerful regerative tools in modern planning today. The evolution of stadia has allowed the stadia of today to become the landmarks
of our cities and nations with the growth in ‘monumentality’ since the
sixties moving the design of stadia to the forefront of modern architecments they are today.
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25.

Rod Sheard, The Stadium, Architecture for the New Global Culture, 2005

1. Kaka celebrates after scoring in the Champions
League revealing his faith.

3. Arial View of the Coliseum in Rome

F.C.

dium

7. A groundsman painting the grass green at the Astro-

191

8. 4 different views of the astroturf scoreboard selected
scenes

9. A poster advertising the Astrodome the year of its opening

10. Interior view of the Astrodome

11. An example of hooligans

12. The crowds reaction at the 20th anniversary of the
April this year

14. View of the Concrete bases at the corners joining the
banana trusses
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17. Nighttime view of AT & T Park

18. Arial View of AT & T Park with the bay

19. Plan of the proposed development of Ashburton
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23. MBM master plan for the Olympic Village of the Barcelona Olympics 1992, Nova Icaria

24. Olympic port Barcelona Olympics 1992

25. Olympic Ring Barcelona Olympics 1992

27. Basketball Arena Barcelona Olympics 1992

28. Archery Range Barcelona
Olympics 1992
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ANTONI GAUDÍ AND HIS INFLUENCE ON BARCELONA

Introduction

Architecture has defined cities, landscapes
and whole civilizations. Why is this? What is
the cause for architecture to define the nature of places and civilizations? For my dissertation I will be writing about “Gaudí’s
work in Barcelona and it’s effect on Iconic
architecture effecting urban areas in today’s
architecture”.

My reason for wanting to write
about Antoni Plàcid Guillem Gaudí (or Antoni Gaudí as he is known today) has been
there for quite some time. But, since I visited Barcelona in 2007 it never really hit
me that Antoni Gaudí has had a massive
impact in the city of Barcelona which may
not have been perceived from the creation
of the projects but in recent times has become extremely popular because of it’s
eccentric style and individuality. What most
interests me about Antoni Gaudí is the
use of geometric forms derived from nature and how it compliments with the living condition of the occupants. How can
one man have developed such a unique way
at looking at architecture which I believe
has not been matched today. How did he
develop the level of detail in his buildings
to such an extraordinary level. Was Gaudí’s
work driven by the Spanish social conditions of the time, was his work a result of a
personal attempt at monumentality?
As an exemplar to this I am going
to use ‘La Pedrera Casa Milà’ and ‘Sangrada
Família’ as case studies for this study. I
want to ask the questions why did he use
these forms and materials in his buildings.
Were these changes, which also impacted
on his study through representative monumentality a driving force in his Modernist
designs.
From this dissertation I will be focusing on
the headings below and trying to investigate
more into what has made Antoni Gaudí
t(BVEÓMJGF
t)JTXPSLTXJUIDBTFTUVEZPG-B 
Pedrera Casa Milà
tUIFTUBUFBOEDIBOHJOHOBUVSF

of Barcelona before, during and
after Gaudí’s time
t(BVEÓTJOøVFODFPONPEFSO

day architecture
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Chapter 1
I. Early Years
Antoni Gaudí , born on the 25th
of June, 1852 in Reus near Barcelona.
Gaudí was the youngest of five, his parents Francesc Gaudí Serra and Antònia
Cornet Bertran both came from Coppersmith backgrounds, which had a role in Antonio Gaudí ’s development. In his younger
days Gaudí worked in the family workshop, where he developed a deep admiration for the solid form of the objects he
would make and a keen interest in the spatial workings, which in turn led to his ability
to represent and understand three-dimensional space. He was diagnosed with rheumatism is his youth and as a consequence
could not play with friends his own age. As
a result of this he became very aware and
interested in nature and the form of trees,
øPXFSTBOEBOJNBMT*OUIFFBSMZTUBHFTPG
his studies he became very interested in
drawing and architecture.

II. College
Gaudí had to enroll in a preparatory course at the faculty of science before entering the Escola Tècnica Superior
d’Arquitectura (Provincial School of Architecture) in Barcelona in 1873. Due to the
social change underway in Catalonia this
defined how the young student architects
were thought. They were thought various disciplines such as technical, scientific, artistic, historic and archaeological to
try and change the professional figure and
make it quite different from the already
taught professional architects and Academics. Gaudí during his time in the Provincial School of Architecture was taught
with projects, which would have an impact on the cultural climate of Catalonian
identity. Projects such as restoring old
churches, convents and old palaces and
most of all public buildings, which would
represent the city through representative monumentality. On completion of his

studies Gaudí had achieved only
average grades but did well in his ‘Trial
drawings and projects’. He graduated in
1878 and Elies Rogent is quoted to have
said on Gaudí ’s graduation
‘Who knows if we have given this diploma to a nut or a genius. Time will tell’
1
(Colquhoun 2002)

III. Post College
After Gaudí had finished college
and graduated he set up his own architectural studio. His first commission was
a textile factory which was completer in
1878. From this he began to be noticed
by wealthy patrons and government people. He was given the commission to decorate the interior of churches and small
chapels. This to me clearly shows that
Gaudí at the time was more interested in
the complexities of the detail in architecture than in the mass monumentality of
large-scale projects. He began to be consulted by government officials and subsequently designed street lamps along the
seafront promenade, which are still there
to this day. Below is another street lamp
designed by Gaudí (Fig 1-1). Gaudí than
was still not involved in any large projects
so, in addition to his architectural studio,
he became an assistant to his college professor Joan Martorell I Montells. Subsequently he began to design a neo gothic
style church, a Jesuit and Salinas church
too.
Gaudí’s break in point came after he met Eusebi Güell I Bacigalupí who
had noticed him at the Exposician Universal when some of Gaudí’s work was
on show. He was commissioned to design a hunting lodge for Güell which
started him off on the path to creating
the famous works which the architect
is most famous for today. The one thing
about Gaudí’s work, which is so, distinctive is the fact that he seems to have refused to conform to the standard architect or designer of the time and almost
(1) Quote from Elies Rogent at Antonio Gaudí’s Graduation

refused to join walls at right angles. Instead he used parabolic, elliptical and hyperbolic forms to define most if not all of
his work. A list of Gaudí’s Life and works is
at the end on page ??. The use of nature,
form and structure is in my mind the deöOJOHBUUSJCVUFUP(BVEÓTXPSL5IJTøPXT
into his level of detail and constant search
GPSøVJEJUZBOENFBOJOHUPIJTXPSL5IJT
is why when he was commissioned for the
Sangrada Familia his only unfinished work
he than became engrossed in it’s construction towards the later years deciding to decline other project offers and becoming a
recluse living onsite at the church. His legacy along with his completed masterpieces
is the master plans, models and formwork
studies he created before his death so the
Sangrada Familia could be completed after his death. I have had the opportunity
to see this in person and am writing about
it in another section. Gaudí was knocked
over by a tram and subsequently died on
the 10th June 1926 at the age of 74.
Gaudí’s work, which stems from
the observation and adaptation of the
works, and writings of Viollet le-Duc and
John Ruskin. Gaudí said to his followers
that ‘discovery of French rationalism as being fundamental to him during his time as a
student. This along with other texts seems
to support the fact Viollet le-Duc was indeed the an thesis to his work from early
on as a student. Gaudí’s work derived from
two principals, one being from Viollet le Duc
which states that study of buildings from a
mechanical form and the second one which
stems from the Art Nouveau style of the
time that the imagination should be free of
all previous styles and conventional methods. Clearly Gaudí adopted the methods of
Viollet le duc by becoming both architect
and engineer in his designs.
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Chapter 2
IV. Catalonia & Barcelona
Barcelona underwent a complete
revival and cultural shift back to the Catalan roots after Spain was thrown into turmoil because of socialist and republican revolts. This was ended by the collapse of the
kingdom of Queen Isabella II in 1869. Catalonia was determined to re-find it’s identity by making major social changes. The revival of the Catalan language which is said
to be the start of the Modernist era. Also
coupled with the wish for autonomy from
Madrid. The people of Barcelona wanted
in essence to be different, to create their
own identity and be culturally different.
Of course the way this was going to work
was through a complete change and new
way of thinking which would lead to a new
identity through industrial development, social transformation and cultural and artistic
debate.
Following the demolition of the
city walls in 1854, Ildefons Cerdà, drew up
an urbanization plan called ‘Eixample’ which
called for a rationality and effective growth
of the city through having no boundaries
and a grid pattern of urbanization based
on primary and secondary services. The
scale of this was undoubtedly the largest
undertaken in Europe, which covered 550
city blocks and nine square kilometers. It
also meant that the streets could be widened from the old medieval size of 4 meters to the new 20 meters width. The plan
was for there to be little hierarchical variation in the road widths except for the
east to west diagonals, Gran Via and avenida, single east to west horizontal avenues
crossing at points of the diagonal. Cerda’s
plan was to have large green spaces in each
block but because of the major economic
revival every bit of land was required to be

used. Thus the small court yards in the centre of the hexagonal blocks were developed. Art Nouveau was underway and this
was clearly evident in the asymmetrical elements, which made the Casa Milà through
surface and ornaments.
Modern day Barcelona is a thriving coastal city with a wide diversity of cultural qualities. You cannot walk around the
city without noticing the quality of architecture and the culture. What is clearly evident is that tourism playes a huge economic role in the success of this city
through Gaudí’s works which are spread
north and south of the Avenue Diagonal.
Las Ramblas, which seems to be the meeting place in the city for people to dress
up and walk up and down. It is definitely
one of the great streets in any more modern cities with its twenty five to thirty meter width. It’s central tree lined promenade inviting people to a different view of
the streetscape by having a better vantage
point on where they want to go. Unquestionably the most intriguing aspect of Barcelona in the works by Gaudí which have
helped to define this city from it’s standard
mediocrity to a high class, visual appealing
place to be. A centre for cultural change in
it’s time.

Chapter 3
IV. Casa Milà
Casa Milà, built between 1906 and
1910 was one of Gaudí’s last main projects
before his final unfinished Sangrada Familia.
Given the name ‘La Pedrera’ meaning quarry
it is arguably one of Gaudí’s most iconic finished buildings. Unlike Casa Batllo, which
was built very near, it offered Gaudí a new
challenge, a corner site. Built around two
courtyards stretching up to the sky they
acted as light wells to allow light to enter
all parts of the building. The building was intended to be lived in by the owner Pere
.JMËXIPXPVMEPDDVQZUIFöSTUøPPSXIJMF
the rest of the building would be apartments. The structure of the building was a
series of columns and beams so that the
apartments built around the courtyards
were built in such a way as to allow for the
free transformation of the partition walls
acting as an open plan much like corbusier’s Villa Savoy. Much is said about the natuSBMGSFFøPXJOHGBÎBEF öH PGUIFCVJME
but the most interesting aspect of the build
in my opinion is the attic.
The attic is one of the highlights
of the building offering at 800 square meUFSTBDUJOHBTBDPOUJOVPVTøPPSTQBDF CVU
not in the traditional way you might think.
Gaudí in his quest for knowledge in the
organic and living used a skeleton strucUVSFMJLFBSJCDBHFUPDSFBUFUIFBUUJDøPPS
through a series of arches and passage ways.
Built with brick arches Gaudí’s ingenuity and
his clever approach enhance this space making it different in many ways to what had
been done in the rest of the building. During
a tour of the house I saw a study model in
which Gaudí used a chain hanging from its
ends, which he turned upside-down. Further
fitting to this is the terrace with it’s uneven
undulating surface fitting in with the organic
structure of the attic below.
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‘The whole building is less of a sculpture and
more an enormous
sculpture that seems to have been molded by
from soft plasticine’1 .

This is very true when you see
the terrace, which has a series of unusual
ventilation stacks, stairwell and chimney
towers ranging in height from 2.5 to 4 meters. From the picture (fig 3.1 2) below you
can see the organic undulating nature of the
roof surface changing the person visual perspective of both the building and the city
when they are walking along the roof terrace. This is more like an urban landscape
than a roof.
The entrance was also unique,
as he had
planned to reserve the
stairs as service access to the apartments
above and using lifts as the primary feeder
to the apartment units. The apartments
JOUVSOXFSFJOFTTFODFPQFOøPPSQMBOT
which through the scheme were adaptable
if needed. Taking great care and detail with
the natural light the two light wells allowed
for the maximum amount of natural light to
enter into the building. This was also helped
by the elevation, which shows the windows
HFUUJOHTNBMMFSPOFBDITVCTFRVFOUøPPSPGfering the right proportion of light to be
distributed in each room. Gaudí said in his
personal writing’s
‘I would not be surprised to see in the future
if, this house were converted into a great hotel, given the facility with which the distributions can be changed and the abundance of
bathrooms.’ 2

From this quote Gaudí’s vision was not
just one of irregular shapes and forms
which would create a greatly different
form to the existing but instead through
his highly focused attention to detail this
DSFBUFEBOFMBCPSBUFGSFFøPXJOHCVJMEing which keeps all the virtues of architec(1). Ranier Zerbst,
Antoni Gaudí-The Complete Works
2002
(2)
Living Gaudí, The Architects Complete Vision
2002

ture which are needed such as light, use
of space, functionality and even aesthetic
qualities in keeping with it’s surroundings.
Originally it was not going to be built but
thankfully it was as it epitomizes Gaudí’s
amazing architectural qualities.

FIGURE
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3.10 - ROOF TERRACE CASA MILA

Chapter 4

Currently Barcelona is synonymous in tourism and architectural terms
with Gaudí’s work throughout the city.
From Park Güell to the Casa Milà to the
Sangrada Familia it epitomizes what Barcelona is about. Tourism played a huge role
in the success of this beautiful city with
it’s peaceful serine wide streets and footpaths. Las Ramblas which is I believe an
amazing place to walk because of it’s social interactions and it’s architectural qualities. You are automatically drawn to what I
would call iconic architecture at it’s purist
form. Elaborately designed buildings from
UIFHSBOEFVSTPGUIFGBÎBEFTUPUIFBSDIJtectural detailing of the hinges and doorLOPCT5IFOBUVSBMGSFFøPXJOHGBDBEFTPG
Gaudí’s buildings compliment yet contrast
the streetscape they inhabite in a very positive way for Barcelona.

a model and sticking tem somewhere else.
Gehry said about comments made about
himself
‘So they say the guy’s an artist, he’s not
organized, it’s just lucky, he fell off a chair
and he landed on the thing and the building
looked like this, so it was a lucky accident.
He tears up paper and makes it.’ 1

Iconic architecture itself cannot
be sought after by being completely unresponsive to the context in which it is created nor can it be meaningless in its function. Without function there is nothing.
Iconic architecture is given that status after the piers and public deems it to be successfully responding to the context and
function of it’s use.

As far as iconic architecture goes
there is a lot to be desired. You have the
starchitects of the modern day like Foster, Koolhaus and Geary who have built
their reputations from designing intricate
and lavish buildings which serve there purpose but are like parasites infecting the cities and landscapes they inhabite. Why is it
that this kind of architesture is allowed to
happen? Put it this way , compae the casa
Milà to Frank Geary’s Guggenheim Museum in Bilbao. They are completely different functional buildings but they both serve
as tourist attractions in the present day.
The fundamental thing which is different is
that Gaudí did not set out to feed his ego
and build a strange yet compelling building where as Geary’s Guggenheim in Bilbao seems to be derived from feeding his
already huge ego. It was designed without
any regard for it’s context to the city of immediate surroundings. Especially extenuating this thought is the video
‘Sketches of Frank Gehry, where it shows
him designing through cutting up pieces of

(1)Yoshio Futagawa, Studio Talk, Interview with 15 Architects2002

Conclusion
Antoni Gaudí was called a genius
by some and insane by others but what is
very clear is that he was just a man but his
creativity and genius cannot be equelled to
this day. It is all-subjective but looking at his
drawings models and than the finished product of his buildings and gardens it is unquestionable that this feet of Architectural distinctiveness is worthy of the stamp of iconic
and brilliant. Even if you don’t like the buildings you cannot argue with the fact that this
man has altered the city of Barcelona in a
colossal way for the better. From the intricate detailing in his sculpted lampposts to
the sheer scale of the sangrada Falilia the
image of the city is one of love and admiration for this architect and his contribution. I
think that certain architects have been given
the immortal role of pioneers of their time
such as Corbusier, and Wright. Gaudí would
be in that category but not in the same way.
People don’t set out to cling onto some of
his design ideas, but instead they strive to
copy his thought process in his detail of the
buildings.
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Gaudí’s Life and Works
V.

Gaudí’s Life and Works

1852

Born in Reus, Provence of Barcelona to parents, Francesc Gaudí i Serra and
Antonia Cornet i Bertran.

1869

Moved to Barcelona with brother Francese a medical student where he attended preparatory course at the Faculty of Science. Father sold property in
Reus to fund education

1873

Began studying Architecture at provincial school of architecture in Barcelona

1875

Did military service

1876-78

Worked as draughtsman to pay for studies with Josep Fontseré. His mother
and brother (doctor) died.

1878

Graduated on 15th March. Designed a showcase for Esteve Comella, a glove
manufacturer. Undertook his first commissions for Count Eusebi Güell including; public street lamps, a cast iron kiosk, a housing and factory units for workers. His sister died leaving her daughter with maternal grandfather and uncle.

1880

Designed an alter for a college in Tarragona and a kiosk in Comillas.

1882

Worked for old professor, architect Joan Martorell i Montells. Designed a hunting lodge for Count Eusebi Güell which was never built.

1883

Began constructing Casa Vicens. Appointed chief architect on the Sangrada
Famìlia on the recommendation of Joan Martorell succeeding Francesc de
Paula Villar i Lazano who started construction the year before. Began work on
Pavellons de la Finca.

1885

Designed an Altar for the private chapel of publishers and bookseller Josep
Maria Bocabella. Drew up first plans for Sangrada Famìlia

1886

Construction began an Güell Palace

1888

Contributed to building work for the Universal Exhibition in Barcelona

1889

Constructed the Episcopal Palace of Astorga and after the death of his friend
the bishop of Astorga he abandoned the project. He planned the lecture
space for the Teresian College Barcelona.

1891-94

Built the Casa Fernàndez y Andrés in Lèon.

1892

Went to Malaga and Tangiers to study where the Marqués wanted to build a
complex for the Franciscan missions in Africa.

1893

Completed the crypt and walls for the apse of the Sangrada Famìlia.

1898-1900 Built Casa Calvet in Barcelona. (Won Builder of year) Drew up plans for church
of the Colònia Güell.
1900

Began Park Güell.

1900-5

Built Villa Bellesguard Barcelona.

1902

Built the Finca Miralles Gate, Barcelona.

1904

Work started remodelling Casa Batlló. Finished 1906.

1906

Moves into show house in Park Güell with father and niece Rosita. Father dies
age 93.

1906-10

Built La Pederea in Barcelona.

1907

Commission for hotel in New York.

1909

Built the classroom of the Sangrada Famìlia.

1911

Contracted Malta Fever and moved to Puigcerdà with a doctor friend where
he drew up his will.

1912

Niece Rosita dies.

1914

Abandoned all his other works and concentrates on Sangrada Famìlia.

1918

His friend Eusebi Güell dies.

1925

Moves into accommodation in Sangrada Familia.

1926

After being knocked down by a tram he died three days later on the 10th
June of his injuries.
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It has been widely discussed in Ireland in recent years
that the sprawl of new developments around urban centers is
becoming a problem of increasing significance. In Limerick in
particular, this has developed
the city in a way contradictory to
any sense of good planning. The
rarefication of the urban centers
JT UIF SFTVMU PG NBOZ JOøVFODFT 
processes and events. This dissertation is less interested with
the causes of the growth than
the effects of it on daily life and
the resulting architecture. In
Limerick there have been very
EJTUJODU TJOHVMBS JOøVFODFT PO
the city’s development (Murray
O’Laoire architects, a large lower middle class, disorganised local governance). This portion of
the essay will discuss Limerick
in relation to a number of points,

A
city
with
undefined boundaries, the reverse of Kowloon Walled City
The
incentives
to
living outside the city proper
The effects of the low population density on the city centre
A short study of cinemas
and
theatres
in
Limerick
Kowloon Walled City in
Hong Kong developed an unprecedented density as a result of the unbreakable and
defined boundary which internalised all development inside
the walls. In the absence of a
space to grow into, the city with
an eight acre footprint rapidly
densified. The rapid growth in
population was caused by the
desire of so many people to
live in a massive vice den. It
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Kowloon Walled City

caused programmatic chaos,
entropic growth patterns behind the walls, intense social interaction and a 24 hour agenda.
KWC is almost like the antithesis of Limerick city. On all of the
above points Limerick is almost
the polar opposite. Programmatic mundanity, 9 - 6 agenda,
sparse and sporadic social interaction and stagnant growth.
It is interesting to juxtapose Limerick city and Kowloon Walled
City, keeping in mind at all times
the respective boundaries. The
comparison is really the comparison between a porous edge
and a fixed one. In Limerick there
isn’t even an imagined edge,
not even an attempt at ending
the city. It simply bleeds out in
every direction. Within the context of Ireland, Limerick is not
unique. Dublin is also without a
defined boundary, as in fact are
nearly all the towns in Ireland.

hour agenda. The city’s edge is
peppered with parking land and
strip malls, open for evening
shopping. This is advertised
via the medium of neon. Without a Kowloon type wall, the
programme of the city is manifested in a banal series of chain
stores to satisfy the consumer
classes. These anti-boutiques
pedal goods to satisfy the middle
class fetish for keeping up with
the jones’ , short cuts to happiness. As a direct result of this
consumption model, the relationship between the consumer
and retail is greatly diminished.
The scale of the anti-boutique
makes
interaction
between
consumers negligible. The restricted timescale of activities in
Limerick has stymied growth at
both the centre and edge of the
city. The desire to live outside
the city, to be a suburbanite,
is not beyond understanding.

Limerick is programmatically very predictable. 6 p.m.
heralds a short burst of traffic, swiftly followed by silence.
The city dies. For two hours the
public spaces are lonely, abandoned. The city’s soul departs
and filters out out to the suburbs, a stark contrast to a 24

On the surface, it would
appear Limerick’s suburb offer a greater sense of security
than the city centre. The suburban attitude is that of the family. It desires safety. The less
dense fabric of the suburbs is
comforting to the family, neighbours are never too close. It is
237

always possible to retreat in the
TVCVSCT  UP BWPJE EJSFDU DPOøJDU
The resulting lack of social interaction (particularly in more
affluent suburbs) is the root of
the sense of safety in the suburbs. Safety via isolation. A bit
like jail cell conditions. Perhaps
the proximity to the dislocated
shopping districts has an appeal to suburbanites. It is interesting to note that interspersed
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amongst
these
safe-houses
are very often programmatic
anomalies. The safety of the
suburbs provide perfect cover
for criminality. The blissful life in
the suburbs is stalked by crime
just as it is in the city. The suburbs of Limerick are beginning
to sound a lot more city like.
Cars can be heard at night, followed closely by police sirens.

Lyric Cinema

The most peculiar symptom of the rarefaction of Limerick
city is its cinema. A european city
with roughly 70,000 inhabitants
could realistically expect to have
a film house of a good standard.
Today, Limerick has no cinema
inside the city border. Not so
long ago Limerick had multiple
cinemas, (the Savoy, the Carlton, the Central, the Royal, the
Lyric and the Astor).
Where have they gone and
why? The desertification by the
cinemas mimics that of the city’s
inhabitants. Today the cinemas
live on the city’s edge, along side
the strip malls in middle suburbia, detached from the city. The
relocation of the cinemas away
from the city is a pure expression of the economic forces at
play, a part of the datascape.
The 6 p.m abandonment of the
city is very much correlated with
the disappearance of the cinema. There seems to be very little to attract people into the city
after dark, with the exception of
alcohol. The cinema is a visible
barometer of the lack of an incentive to create a non alcoholic entertainment business in the
city. The populous don’t demand
it, and business doesn’t drive it.

That there isn’t a typical
cinema in Limerick is true, but
there is a place for the public to
watch movies. It is in the back
of the sex shop adjacent to the
milk market. There are several
private film ‘booths’ and four
rooms with large screens and
seating. Strange. The only place
in LImerick that shows movies
regularly is in a sex shop. The
owner takes offense to the shop
being called a ‘sex shop’, principally because he doesn’t sell
sex. Either way conclusions can
be drawn from this. The sex shop
caters for a niche market, not a
wide audiences. Its is a taboo
subject with most people still.
It is symptomatic of a broken
city that its centre attracts those
seeking vice. Would a different,
more wholesome business succeed in this area? Survive mayCF CVU OPU øPVSJTI 5IF TIPQ
TFMMJOH WJDF DBO øPVSJTI  EFTQJUF
competing against the internet
because of the tiny footfall in the
city’s centre, especially with the
disorientating programme of the
city. After 6 p.m., It would be entirely possible to enter the shop
and not be seen by anyone.
That’s not the way a city should
be. Maybe Limerick is dying.
Maybe its already dead and we
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can’t see it. Or, maybe thats just
the way that the population of
Limerick want their city to be?
In an effort to further
understand Limerick this chapter seeks to compile factual
data on the city and surrounding county. These facts will
form the basis for future conclusions and might perhaps
give rise to some questions.
Data about the country as a

whole will also be included
where appropriate to the context.
Where appropriate certain data
will given also as an approximate percentage of the national
total for the purpose of clarity. It
is not the intention of this work
to perform a regression analysis
on this data but where appropriate less obvious (and probably
controversial) questions will be
asked of it. Some facts are included for humorous purposes.

The sex shop with its cinemas
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Data
Population of Munster : 1,173,340 = Population of Limerick
City : 52,539 = Population of Limerick County : 131,516 =
Limerick City Private Households : 19,550 = Persons Living
in Private Households in Limerick City : 50,419 = Limerick
County Private Households : 44,675 = Persons Living in
Private Households in Limerick County : 128,074 = Persons per Household in Limerick City : 2.6 = Persons per
Household in Limerick County : 2.9 = National Average Size
of Household : 2.9 = Marriages : 5.1 per 1000 annually =
Births : 64,237 in 2006 = Deaths : 27,479 in 2006 or 6.5 per
thousand annually = Life Expectancy in Male : 75.1 years =
Life Expectancy in Females : 80.3 years = Most Common
Cause of Death : Heart Disease = Average Age of Mother
within Marriage : 32.9 = Average Age of Mother Outside of
Marriage : 27.1 = Old Age Pensioners : 311,170+ = Persons in First Level Education : 455,782 = Persons in Second
Level Education : 339,128 = Persons in Full-Time Third Level Education : 143,546 = Number of Students Progressing
from Second to Third Level Education : 2 in 5 = Recorded
Murders : 60 = Robberies : 2,668 = Drug Offences : 14,380
= Current Level of Unemployment in Limerick County : 14%
= Total Area of Country : 7,020,867 hectares = Total Heineken Cups Won by Irish Provinces : 3 = Total Heineken Cups
Won by Munster : 2 (to date) = mm of Rainfall in Limerick
Region : 968 mm = Total Vehicles Nationally : 2,296,393
= Vehicles per 1000 of Population : 541 = Tonnes of CO2
from Road Emmissions : 13,093,000 (over thirteen million) =
Percentage of Fuel from Renewable Sources : 2.7% = Percentage of Energy Consumption from Residential Use : 24%
= Total Tonnes of Residential Waste Produced : 3,100,310 =
Cows : 6,710,000 = Pigs : 1,467,000 = Sheep: 5,094,000
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Before attempting to extract any conclusions of note from
the data, there are some very inUFSFTUJOHOVHHFUTøPBUJOHPOUIF
surface. There are more Irish cows
than Irish people. Men tend not
to live as long as women. It rains
often. We are wasteful. These are
facts which can’t be disputed but
certainly do not bring about any
great depth of understanding. In
order to be able to see the truth in
the data sometimes it is useful to
follow its patterns. Take for example the numbers attending fulltime education. As the students
get older the numbers remaining in education drops about 60
percent. It is indeed interesting
to wonder whether this is symptomatic of Ireland or a wider
symptom of our societal systems.
The first and most important conclusion I would like to
draw from this data is that there
is a direct correlation between the
number of people staying in education and the rate of unemployment. That 2 from 5 people are
progressing to third level education in Limerick is significant because it is the highest rate in the
country. This correlation is founded on either one of two forces.
The first is that unemployed
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people, who wish to work, will actively seek to better themselves,
to up-skill, to productively fill the
day. So in a city where there is 14
percent unemployment, the third
level institutions are full with people ‘up-skilling’. This conclusion
sits quite comfortably with most
people, it is tangible and could
make sense in many other place.
The second possible reason is that there is a certain inertia
in the city, a culture of unemployment in areas, disproportionately
affecting the overall employment
rate. The result of this inertia is that
the city has become scarred with
areas so socially deprived that
they are beyond repair. With an
unemployment rate above 50% in
the areas of social disadvantage,
the overall average for the city is
heavily skewed. Moyross has 70%
of its residents unemployed. It
may not be possible to discover
the exact figure but it would be
interesting to know exactly what
the rate of unemployment is outside of these areas, in the more
prosperous areas. It is likely to be
close to the national average. With
such a divide in the rates of unemployment across the city, perhaps it is a fear of social demotion
that produces such a high level of

third level progression in the city.
It may be a little controversial to suggest that 2 of 5 second
level graduates progress to third
level because they don’t want to
find themselves in a position of
unemployment, social depression
or economic isolation. This conclusion would lead to the suggestion that there is a division of sorts
in the city, between the have’s
and the have nots. As to how this
manifests itself in the architecture
of the city is less clear. It would be
a quick explanation of the rejection of the city by so many of her
inhabitants. It might explain why
some people prefer to live, shop
and eat almost exclusively in the
suburbs. Do the outlooks, prejudices and attitudes of a city’s citizens count as valid context which
JOøVFODFTIPXXFCVJME 4PXIFO
studying the context of a given
project, should we try and include
the attitudes of those who reject
the city for the suburbs? Should
we try better to understand the
level of social housing in Limerick’s centre and the attitudes
and outlooks of those residents?

of Architecture in the University
of Limerick, is that the location
of the university is negatively affecting the city. This is probably
true. It is difficult to disagree that
several thousand people pottering around the city would positively affect the city. Would the
city benefit the university? More
specifically, would Limerick city
benefit the university which has
taken its name? The long answer
is yes. The short is no. U.L. Has succeeded without its city in tow. It
has done quite well considering
its age. It is without old foundations like U.C.C. or Trinity college,
is without the traditions or history or city centre location its rivals has. So for it to have grown
and prospered without such
things, then it must have an intrinsic quality fueling its growth.

U.L. has succeeded because it doesn’t have the weight
of history bearing down on it.
It doesn’t employ any systems
handed down to it over the years,
rather it employs its own. U.L. runs
itself as an American university
would. Wide open spaces. Individually set buildings, separate and
distinct from one another. Acres
A view which is readily ac- of space to expand allows for new
cepted and believed in the School faculties to spring up. The system
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is set up to encourage growth.
System theory is all well and good,
but the results are highly visible.
There has for the last number of
years been considerable building
work in U.L. which has not been
replicated in Limerick city. There
is the space there for the university to double in size, to increase
to over 30,000 students. There
will not be pressure from lack of
space until the university nears
50,000 full time students. That
would be an incredible size for
an irish university and Limerick is
the only university in Ireland with
the available space and intrinsic growth system to achieve it.
Within the context of Limerick there are many problems to
first be over come before the university could grow to such a size.
One solution I have heard is to
move the university into the city.
A wonderful idea no doubt. A
wonderful idea often put forward
in SAUL. It does however leave
certain pragmatic questions unanswered. What to do with the
university as built at the moment?
*UTHSFBUøBXJT PGDPVSTF UIBUJU
is not in the city? The question as
to what to do with the university
buildings in the absence of a university using them sullies the ar-
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gument in favour of moving the
university into the city. How could
anybody seriously propose abandoning the university to move into
a city not built around 10,000 students? Serious arguments must
be more pragmatic than that.

A Proposal for Increasing the Density of Limerick City

the city. It also pays absolutely
no respect in any way to what is
now classified as ‘Limerick City’.
The city boundary is a useless
relic of past which is incapable
of change without great political
As a response to the struggle. What follows here is
problems faced by the city of a critique of the proposal as a
Limerick, the following is a pro- means of describing it in detail.
posal to reverse the negative
effects of:
What is the purpose of the pro- Social exclusion
posed wall?
- Large lower middle class
- High unemployment
The purpose of the wall
- Urban / suburban sprawl
is to define the city in the way it
- Disconnected university
once was. Limerick traditionally
- Car dependance
was a walled city. Parts of the
- Crime
wall are still visible today. The
- Quality of built environment
walls historically provided defense and safety. They also densified the city as it was. The wall
To create a boundary hemmed in the city and forced
around what is now the city. A growth to happen inside it. This is
boundary that is both visible the purpose of the new walls. To
and defined. A boundary that protect the city against reckless
will at once stop the sprawl, fo- growth. To hem future growth
cus the attention of the popula- to happen within the walls. The
tion to wards the centre and en- sprawl happening around the
hance what we now have after city centre in every direction is
the sprawl has finished sprawl- the route cause (although not
ing. In short, the proposal is to exclusively so) of the appalling
re-build the walls of Limerick lack of density in Limerick city.
around the city as it is today.
The proposal is to include everything which today is part of
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Why build a wall when the city make the new boundary much
could simply forbid anymore more definite and visible. By
building beyond a given line? confining the city within a wall
there is a refocusing onto the
The city has had a bound- city centre. When all developary for years. The boundary of ment is directed towards the
the city as defined on a map is centre of the city there is the
not visible on the ground. There potential for a rapid increase
are few markers to define it and in density in the city. Within
there is never a clear sense of the new city boundary there is
what is city and what is sub- huge potential to redefine what
urb. The programme of the city is public space, what is houshas confused itself deep into ing and what is commercial.
the suburbs. There is a need to
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Piece of historical wall

Why include the suburbs georgian quarter would benefit
if the goal is to increase hugely. Demand from businessthe density of the city? es to move towards the centre,
attraction to consumers to go to
To not include the sub- the centre and the realignment of
urbs would be a major error. routes would increase the value
The suburbs contain the vast of the historic georgian quarter.
majority of the population. The
suburbs already provide huge
employment, most notably Dell, How is the wall to be built and
who set up beside the unvier- from what?
sity, 3 miles from the city centre. Pushing the city boundary
An important feature of
so far outside what is accepted the wall would be that it be built
as the city today would put the all at once, not in multiple stagnewly defined city on a very low es or over long periods of time.
density. The immediate end to It must instantly come into exissprawl however would begin the tence to bring about the change
process of making the city more that it can. But to answer the
dense. Opportunities would question of how it should be
arise through out the newly built. The wall should work
bound city for ‘infill’ type devel- harder in some places than in
opment. An initial consequence others. Around the mass blanmight be the re-evaluation of ket suburbs near the university,
the georgian quarter. At pres- Raheen in the west of the city
ent it is woefully undervalued by and the sprawl into Clare on
the city. Much of it is unused or the northern side of the city, the
under-used. There are derelict wall must work extremely hard
apartments littered through out to halt more sprawl. Therefore
the quarter. There are planning it must be thicker, taller and
restrictions on the apartments more permanent. It must resist
at present, restriction on how the outward pushing forces for
they can be renovated (and thus years. So in these areas the wall
how they can be used) but were should be similar in its makeup
the centre of the city to be prop- to the historical walls. Defenerly defined as the centre, the sive almost. Defensive and per247

manent. Made from stone and
rubble, bound with lime mortar
and infilled with blood, sweat
and tears. Maybe the wall will
have to be built through houses,
roads, factories or trees. And if
it does have to go through a
house, then let it be built for the
heaped rubble of the house.
Let it be obvious that the wall
was built through a house and
also let the will and resolve the
drove the wall through a house
be visible. The wall should be
made from old kitchens and toilet seats, bits of old house still
with wall paper stuck on. Concrete with red brick aggregate,
or mortar binding pvc window
frames to
unearthed sewerage pipes. But in all, a wall
made distinctly from its context.

or a paint brush. An evolving
and changing representation
of the city’s mood. The thinner
parts of the wall will need to be
porous and loose, fixed to point
(a specific latitude and longitude) but not prohibitor of movement of people, goods or ideas.
Rather its purpose is to contain
and concentrate people goods
and ideas, to bring each closer
together than might currently
happen. The porous parts of
UIF XBMM XJMM FODPVSBHF UIF øPX
if such things. The more concentrated the pores, the more
noticeable an increase or deDSFBTF UIF øPX XJMM CF 5IBU UIF
wall will have pores would imply
that these pores will be a specific points, separated by stretches of sealed wall. This is not to
be the case. The wall will be poWhen the wall need not rous from all sides, never a forework as hard, where it is bound- boding barrier. The wall is first
ing a natural boundary (the river an foremost a barrier to sprawl,
for example) it need not be a not to any other thing (save
thick, tall medieval wall. It could perhaps for the wind and rain).
be a blank canvas, or even made
from canvas. Before it fell, the
Berlin wall had miles of graffiti
on it. The wall’s function could
double (or treble or quadruple
etc….) as a vent. A space for
the city to post up its problems
via the medium of a spray can

248

Sprawl is caused by people What
who wish to live outside the city, can
how will a wall change this?
Without question, this is
the core of the problem. This
is the cause of sprawl. A long
and deeply held desire to own
one’s own property. Property,
it would seem, means land in
the Irish psyche. Rent is dead
money. Dead. Or so you would
be lead to believe in Ireland.
Why pay rent when you could
be paying a mortgage with the
same money. This is the greatest challenge the wall will face.
To overcome the desire to own
land rather than to rent. The
wall must represent more than
a boundary, it must represent a
new way of thinking. The idea
that a second, third or twentieth
øPPS PG B CVJMEJOH DPVME CF JO
anyway as valuable as a piece
of land, is not common in Ireland, or Limerick. To overcome
this problem, the ban on development outside the wall must
be both resolute and unyielding. Compromise cannot be tolerated. The rise in land values
within the wall arising from the
wall could well be the trigger for
the change the mindset needed.

the

other
wall

functions
perform?

There are a multitude of
functions the wall could perform.
It could satisfy the need the a
cinema in the city. If a patch of it
were painted white, a projector
is all that is necessary for a night
time cinema (save perhaps for
acceptable weather). There is
a noticeable lack of spontaneous gathering around Limerick,
especially at a community level.
Perhaps its tied to the decline of
oratory, but there are few great
speeches made around the city.
The wall could facilitate the rebirth of public speaking, at least
at a neighborhood level. There
needs to be a focal point for
communities. Limerick doesn’t
respond well to elitist art galleries (with free admission or
otherwise). Nor to art-house
film theatres or to cultural centres. The city is far too working
class to buy into such things.
The wall can cheat this attitude,
by slipping the art and cultural
into areas via a blank canvas. A
free canvas to encourage spontaneity within the community.
As cities grow, the pressure on graveyards increases.
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London for example designated huge areas as graveyards
at the end of the 19th century
but these were never intended
to serve the city endlessly. It is
possible to envisage that the
graveyard space in the city
would soon begin to run out, the
graveyards are filling up as it is.
So there is scope for the walls to
house the dead, in the fashion
of catacombs, perhaps in the
thickest parts. It would be interesting to imagine that the walls
around Limerick were literally
made from blood, sweat and
tears. Can mortar be made from
blood, cement and aggregate?

How might the wall affect the
mindset of those living inside it?
There is often a siege
mentality around Limerick. The
city is often derided and ridiculed
in local and national media. The
term often used to describe the
city will not be mentioned here.
The city often adopts a hard
nosed attitude to these comments. It is not in the city’s DNA
to suffer fools or critics lightly.
Some areas of the city have
been so utterly passed over by
the celtic tiger that there is little
relation between those areas
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and the rest of Ireland. The wall
may very well separate the city
from other parts of the country
but would that be any different
from the way things already are?
The wall would simply define
more clearly the socio-economic
separation which already exists.

Conclusion

Limerick is a city on the verge
of breaking. When the surface
is peeled back a little it is evident that the foundations are
cracked. The city is showing
signs that it is no longer able to
cope and is dying. The need to
change what is wrong is clear.
To propose the realignment of
the city boundary is an old suggestion, one which has been put
forward many times, by faculty
members in U.L., by elected officials at all levels and by the cities citizens. As why the boundary is set where it is is another
issue which will not be resolved
by an essay. Maybe a war or a
riot or a few deaths will change
it. To propose building a wall
around the city to end sprawl is
radical, probably too radical for
the population to accept. The
wall, however, is the scale at
which a statement needs to be
made. The city will not survive
with another boom’s worth of
development out into the countryside. It simply will not survive.
A radical approach to shock
the city might work better than
a softly softly approach. The

city is more important than any
one individual’s desire to develop another small green plot.
All new development needs to be
re-directed towards the city’s centre and contained within the wall.
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From Grass Roots To Croke Park

Introduction

On Saturday 1st November 1884, a small group of men the number

between seven and fourteen, met in Thurles, Co. Tipperary, and the
Gaelic Athletic Association for the Preservation and Cultivation
of National Pastimes was born. Within weeks of the meeting the
GAAPCNP was abbreviated to the GAA. Michael Davin took the chair
and led the meeting and Michael Cusack spoke on the importance of
revitalizing our national games and make the games accessible to the
normal man in the street. Later Cusack confessed his admiration for
the English amateur athletics association and stated that the GAA
“`..could not do better than to adopt similar rules”
In January 1885, at the third meeting of the GAA, rules for football and
hurling were drawn up. After this meeting the GAA had an immediate
revival. In 1887 the first all Ireland championships were organized on a
county by county basis, the finals were played in April of 1888.
On the 21st of December 1920 came the darkest day in the GAA’s
history. Dublin were due to play Tipperary in the All Ireland football
final. The night before the game 14 British intelligence officers were
assassinated under the orders of Michael Collins. In retaliation the
British auxiliaries tossed a coin on whether to go on a killing spree in
Croke Park or on O Connell Street. Shortly after the 2.45pm throwin, a plane flew over Croke Park and a red flare was shot from the
cockpit. It was on this signal that the black and tans emerged from the
crowd and opened fire. One player and twelve spectators were killed
in the massacre. Bloody Sunday was the name given to the darkest day
in the history of the GAA.
In Ireland today there are over 2,500 clubs. There are thousands more
the world over. The GAA culture is rich in cities such as New York and
London., both cities have teams in the All Ireland Championship. The
foundation of the GAA is the local club, whose members are based
on a specific geographical area, usually a parish. Each of the 32 coun254
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ties have their own club competitions, which result in county champions who progress on to represent their county in the All Ireland Club
Championship. Each club will field teams at different levels in different
competitions. The success of club teams often stems from the juvenile1
structures that are in place in the club or parish for the development
of young people, both socially and physically.
In 1925, the GAA decided that ten per cent of all gate receipts would
go towards grounds development. This meant that Gaelic grounds
were set up all over the country; these grounds were funded and controlled by the GAA. This policy meant that small parish clubs all over
Ireland were able to purchase their own premises; this policy is still in
place to the present day. Small parishes and villages particularly in rural
parts of Ireland were able to have their own meeting and social space.
These social spaces often acted as the focal points for towns and villages. Village patterns have grown around the GAA grounds, and have
often been the basis on the location for shops and community based
services. The spaces generally consisted of a playing area and a clubhouse. These facilities have grown and expanded over the years to
keep with the change in modern society, and particularly to cope with
the clubs growing membership base and to keep with societies modern expectations
GAA facilities are generally laid out to maximize the amount of space
that is available at a given time; more often than not land is acquired
over time in stages. Clubs can’t afford to buy large areas of a land at a
time so the planning of a GAA facility is of utmost importance. Development plans are put together with the view to expand and to foresee
the future purchases, or to facilitate a growing membership base. That
is why a visionary in a club is a prized asset. Pitches, halls, changing
rooms and meeting spaces make up GAA facilities. It is very interesting to look at how a club has developed over time, sometimes over
the course of 50 years, in other cases over the course of 10 years.
The starting point of any club has always been the pitch. A pitch can
be either a field or a marked spaces. The pitch has always been the
first meeting point within a parish, where children and adults would
go to meet and play football or hurling. All of the other elements are
an extension of the pitch; all the elements need to relate back to the
pitch which is the focal point, without the pitch the club could not
exist. The clubhouse is there to facilitate what happens on the pitch, as
Notes: 1. Juvenile - Underage Teams
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are the terraces and stands. The GAA ground is a unit, is a community
space, it gives parishes a sense of pride.
The clubhouse has always been about creating meeting spaces. Clubhouses accommodate meeting spaces, changing areas, dancing areas
and the relationship between this building and the playing area is one
of the most important within a the ground. Clubhouses create spaces
for people to meet and share their interest in different aspects of Irish
culture. It acts as a community focal point and serves as a link between
all the elements in a the ground. The location of the clubhouse is
carefully considered in the planning process. The clubhouse is both an
entry space and a space of transition, from outside, to pitch side. It is
the way in which they are laid out in a quasi vernacular way that makes
such unique spaces within the ground.
Stands and terraces within the ground are often the result of existing
behaviour. Spectators form gathering patterns around the field. They
gather in groups. It is as a result of peoples tendency to collate in one
area that stands and terraces are developed. Terraces are to facilitate
people who stand around the pitch, and who choose the view the
playing area from a standing position. These spaces are often spaces of
shelter and that are wind protected. These spaces are used as socialising spaces.
The aim of the dissertation is to give an example of what is achieved
in a GAA ground, both on local and national level, and to show what is
created is something very unique and found only within the GAA.
For me, the GAA ground is architecture on the most local and personal level. These social and meeting spaces have been developed over
time by club members who give their time voluntarily for the greater
good of the club, for no recognition or reward, only to be able to say
that
“I was there.”
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Case Study: Croke Park

Croke Park is the greatest the venue within the GAA, it is a Celtic

coliseum of dreams. Croke Park is on a much larger scale relative to
the local grounds and venues around the country but it has evolved
and developed on the through principles as every other ground around
the country has.
It wasn’t until 1913 that the GAA became owners of the ground, they
bought the ground from Frank Dineen for the sum of £3500, and the
ground was immediately renamed after the GAA’s first patron, Archbishop Croke. Over the next forty years Croke Park was evolved and
grew from its humble beginnings. Stands were built when needed and
when the GAA had the finances to do so.
Croke Park has a history that is not only sporting rich, but it has
become a symbol of nationalism and Irishness. Hill 16 was the first
of the original stands to be built. Hill 16 is at the northern end of the
ground. The original hill 16 was constructed from the remaining rubble on O Connell Street after the 1916 rising. It was followed by The
Hogan Stand in 1924, The Cusack Stand in 1937, The Canal End stand
in 1949 and the Nally stand in 1952. The Hogan stand was named
after Tipperary football Michael Hogan who was one of the victims
of Bloody Sunday in 1921. The Cusack stand is named after Michael
Cusack, one of the original founders of the GAA.
These stands were built to provide new meeting spaces at a time when
the GAA was starting to grow all over the country and at a time when
the All Ireland finals were growing in stature. The architecture of these
spaces was vital to create a community atmosphere. These spaces provided spaces for rival supporters to mix and socialise, something that
has grown over the years and become unique to the GAA.
The modern day Croke Park has been in development since the 80’s. It
was an incident at the end of the 1983 football final that sparked cause
for concern after crowd movement caused an injury to a gate man.
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Interior View Of ReDeveloped Croke Park

View Of Croke Park Before ReDevelopment

Old Cusack Stand
259

From Grass Roots To Croke Park

The master plan for the redevelopment of the stadium was completed
in 1991. This was the second major development of Croke Park following its original construction between 1913 and 1953.
The new stadium is a prime example as to how architecture is used
to link all the different elements in a GAA ground. The challenge was
to create the same community atmosphere that there is in a local
GAA ground, on this large city scale development. The challenge was
to redevelop the stadium without losing its sense of community, but
using architecture to magnify and recreate this sense of community.
Des McMahon of Gilroy McMahon won a competition in 1989 to
design the new stadium. It was a dream come true for McMahon who
had played at minor, junior, and senior levels for Tyrone. McMahon’s
father had played a significant role in establishing the GAA in Tyrone
in the 1930s. McMahon’s study into crowd movement, crowd behaviour, and safety was intense. The two most important relationships in a
GAA ground are the interaction between the players and the crowd,
and the interaction within the crowd. It was an immense challenge for
him, to create these spaces, and make the new Croke Park a landmark
in Irish society.
The proximity of the spectators to the pitch was the driving point of
the project. As a GAA man McMahon knew and could relate to all the
aspects that were important in a GAA ground, to the spectators and
to the players. The sense of community was vital; often the supporters and players are from the same club, the same neighbourhood. The
spectators couldn’t be too far away from the pitch, that would provide
separation, too close and would smother the pitch and the players.
This was where the architecture would be vital. Architecture could
bring all the elements together.
The design team travelled the world studying the world’s leading stadiums.They inspected World Cup venues in Italy.They travelled to North
America to visit leading NFL stadiums. There was a distinct difference
between the two types. The European stadiums are made for a better
visual impact; their form is generated by crowd capacity and architectural engineering. The American model is more crowds friendly. The
spectators have to spend a much longer time in the ground, spectators
are segregated horizontally, each supported with its own level of social
activities.
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Old Nally Stand And Hill 16

Interior View Of Newly Developed Stands

View At The Back Canal End Stand
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Croke Park is one of the next generation stadiums. It is modern in its
approach and execution, but maintains the historical values that are
what makes the GAA. The new Croke Park is built around the concept that people gather hours before a GAA match to socialize and to
reminisce – to feel a sense of and be part of a community.
The form of Croke Park emerged from its cross section. Market
research defined the mix of spectators and the volume of people to be
accommodated in each section. The lobbies and concourses on each
level link the three stands and form a horseshoe around the stadium.
These areas stretch for up to half a kilometre and it feels like one big
room. These areas provide meeting spaces for people to meet before,
during and after the game. They also serve to link the different parts of
the stadium together, allowing for further interaction between spectators. The architecture of this space links this part-outside meeting
space, with the stands that face the pitch.
In the GAA the relationship between the spectators and the players
is a unique one, so the relationship that the new stands had with the
pitch was vital. With these considerations resulted in the development
of a leaning structural frame unique to Croke Park.With this structural
frame the tiers pitch out towards the field of play. This means that all
the spectators on the different tiers have the same focal proximity to
the play as each other, providing a rare communal intimacy.
The horizontal layers also serve as an organisational tool. The bottom
layer is used for services and for the players and the three upper layers are for spectators.
Croke Park is considered one of the greatest new age stadiums of the
modern era because of the way in which the architecture links the different elements together.The spaces created in the stadium create and
promote a sense of community, a sense of belonging, something the
GAA has done since its founding in 1884. The transition spaces from
the outside to the inside stands are not waste spaces, not spaces just
pass through, but important meeting and socialising spaces, that are an
integral part of the stadium.
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Public Plazas Behind The Viewing Stands

Early Concept Sketch Of Cross Section

Technical Section, Shows Horizontal Layering Of Stands
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Comparison: Croke Park Vs Old Trafford

In the design of Croke Park the architect has achieved something that

is very unique to the GAA. He has succeeded in creating a communal
intimacy within a large scale stadium. I think this is very unique, and for
me it is not achieved anywhere else in Europe because of the design
methods that are used, Croke Park is based on the American model of
stadium design. In the design used in Croke Park the architect is aware
of what exists within the GAA community and what can potentially
exist in this stadium. The stadium caters for and magnifies the sense of
community.
Old Trafford is one of the most famous and celebrated stadiums in the
world. It has hosted European finals, European championship games
and is a regular host of high profile concerts. In this chapter I aim to
show the significance and uniqueness of what the GAA have achieved
in Croke Park by comparing it to this great and famous stadium.
Old Trafford has been Manchester United’s permanent residence since
1910, aside from and 8 year period (1941-1949) while the stadium was
being repaired having being bombed in World War 2. The stadium went
through various developments and expansions through the nineties
and into the noughties.
Old Trafford is built on the European model of stadium of design. It is
built for visual impact and to allow for maximum crowd capacity. The
significant difference between Croke Park and Old Trafford is the way
in which they segregate supporters. In Croke park they are segregated
horizontally, whereas the segregation in Old Trafford is vertical. The
social spaces in Old Trafford are also much smaller and do not promote social interaction.
Soccer in general has a much more hostile atmosphere versus the
community feeling within the GAA circles. The way in which Old Trafford is designed is a reaction to this. It is a reaction to the already
existing atmosphere and culture that exists, but the result is that it
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serves to enhance the feeling of hostility and tension.
Supporters are segregated into home and away fans. With the away
supporters occupying between 500 and 1000 depending on the competition. The away supporters occupy the north west end of the
stand. This results in the home supporters somewhat ganging up on
the away fans adding to the sense of hostility. In comparison supporters in Croke park are divided 50-50 and supporters are interspersed
together resulting in a friendlier and more social atmosphere.
The social spaces in both stadiums are in direct comparison to one
another. While Croke Park has large open plazas behind all the stands
allowing for the crowd to interact and mingle before, during and after
the game, Old Trafford does not. The social spaces in Old Trafford are
much smaller and segregated. The different areas of the stands are
separated and one can only interact with the other supporters in that
particular area of the stand. The social spaces are not about interacting
and socialising but are only used for the bathrooms and for purchasing beverages and snacks. Even the access to the ground is strictly for
access. The areas for access are cramped somewhat funnelling supporters in and out. Again in comparison, Croke Park’s wide and gradual ramps for access allow for people to interact when entering and
exiting the ground.
At the end of the game the away fans leave the stadium first. Home
fans are prevented from leaving the grounds by security while the away
supporters leave. Once the away supporters have safely left then the
home supporters are allowed to leave the ground. This is common
place in the soccer world, but is unheard of in GAA circles. All of these
constraints and constrictions add to hostile and tension filled atmospheres that are created in the ground.
The architecture and design of both these stadiums contribute to
the atmosphere and interaction that are created in the grounds. The
design of the stadium regulates the movement of the supporters and
the tendencies of movement; long narrow spaces mean people tend
to move along quickly, whereas open plazas people tend to stay and
socialise. The architecture is a response to the already existing culture
and feeling within the community, and without.
Old Trafford takes into account the hostile nature that can be present
within soccer circles, the tension that is created when home and away
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supporters interact with one another, so the spaces do not allow for
the mixing of supporters. The architecture does not allow for the
situations to arise. The architects involved in Croke Park took into
account that the GAA could have something unique, something completely new and away from the European model of stadium design; that
rival supporters, families, friends would gather together to support
their team and community. That all would socialise together before
during and after the game. The design in Croke Park is a response
to this feeling of community in the GAA, that the community is not
just local, but the community is everyone, rival players and supporters alike gathering together. The large open plazas form a horseshoe
shape behind the stands, allowing for large area to interact. The large
spaces promote meeting and socialising, not like the more cramped
spaces like that of Old Trafford.
The non-segregation in Croke Park is not just confined to the plaza
and social spaces, but also in the viewing area. What Croke Park does
is something unique not seen anywhere else in sport. Croke Park is a
stadium in which supporters are not segregated at any time, and this is
an atmosphere without tension or hostility. It is a community friendly
atmosphere that even on All Ireland final day, the crowning glory of the
GAA calender that rival supporters would mix and interact while passionately supporting their own team.
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Case Study: Cumann Spa, Cill Airne
“They lit a fire within the land
That long was ashes cold
With the splendid dreams they made it glow
Threw in their hearts of gold
They lit a beacon in their land
Built of the hands of men
To make thee warm once more Kathleen
To bid thee live again”

The winter of 1947 was one of the worst in living memory and the
kerry hills were covered in snow for many months of the year. The
tragic stories of world war 2 were fading into distant memory but the
reality was that the youth of community were leaving for greener pastures because of the harsh economic climate. Many left for new York
Boston and London.

As the winter passed the Lissivigeen1 football club had come defunct.
The numbers of the club had dwindled over the winter period due
to many people emigrating and the older members retiring. In 1948
a group of footballers and football enthusiasts assembled in Casey’s
farmhouse, it was here in these rural surroundings that the Spa club
was formed, this unit of the GAA would grow and thrive, and carve
itself a special place in Kerry’s GAA history. Casey’s farmhouse where
it all began still exists today.
Football was always a popular pastime in the area. It was played in the
empty fields around the area before the foundation of the club. Even
before the club had its home, records state that it produced many
outstanding players, who represented Killarney and Kerry. There were
never a shortage of fields for games and training sessions to be held.
The local community made their land available for the players to train
on. It is because if the input of the local community that the club survived in the early days.
Notes: 1. Lissivigeen - Area outside Killarney
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When the club formed in 1948 they played their home fixtures in
Denny O Leary’s field at the Park. The club rented the present field
from Denis O Keefe in 1950. Spa became temporarily defunct in 1956
and many of the players amalgamated with other local clubs. The club
did not have a place to call its home until 1975.
In 1974 the club entered negotiations with local O Keefe family for the
purchase of a playing field. The cost of the field was 20000. The clubs
USA tour in 1973 provided a proportion of the funds required for the
initial purchase. The rest of the money was raised by club members
giving the club £100 interest free loans. Without these loans the club
would never have had a home of its own. To these supporters the club
is forever indebted. This was the first stage in the clubs development,
the first step, was the purchase of the playing area.
For four years the club operated without a clubhouse. The second
phase of the clubs development started in 1978 when work commenced on the new clubhouse and dressing rooms. With the help of
a dedicated band of volunteers work was completed in time for the
official opening on may 27th, 1979, when kerry played cork in a senior
football game to mark the occasion.
The clubhouse was built in what is a pivotal area of the ground. It
is centrally located in the grounds on the southern touchline of the
pitch. The clubhouse is in a focal area of the ground. It is situated in
such a way that players and supporters convene in the one area before
a match or training session. It also acts as a filter for players and officials going onto the pitch, when they access the ground they are met
first by the clubhouse.
The clubhouse that was built in 1979 was built not only for the players and officials, but for the community. The clubhouse contained, two
dressing rooms equipped with toilets and showers, a referees room
equipment storage and a community hall. The community hall proved
to be a focal point not just for the club but the community as a whole.
The hall held club meetings and medal presentations, but also was an
area for the elderly of the community to meet and play cards. The hall
was also used to teach Irish figure dancing, set dancing and Irish music
to the youth of the community.
In plan the community hall and viewing area face the pitch, and the
dressing rooms are to the back of the building. The dressing rooms
were situated in such a way that it was the first port of call for the
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Area With Just Pitch

Area After Addition Of Clubhouse

Area Following Addition Of Juvenile Pitch and Basketball Surface
Shaded Area Shows Transition Space
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players. When the players were going onto the pitch they had to pass
by the supporters, many of whom were family and friends. The sensation of running onto a pitch through a crowd of supporters is something very unique and special. It is made even more special when the
supporters are your family and friends.
The clubhouse was built at a time when the club was growing gaining
more and more members. The range of activities that the club was
involved in was also growing, not only field sports but activities synonymous with Irish culture such as Irish dancing, singing and traditional
Irish music. The community needed a space for these activities to be
taught and shared in. For these reasons the clubhouse was built.
While the clubhouse was being built, a viewing area on the northern
touchline was erected. The stand was built compliment the already
existing facilities and the new facilities being built. A masonry wall was
built 3 metres from the edge of the playing field and in-filled creating
a ground plane higher than the playing area. Dugouts were built into
this new wall for players and management, again enforcing the relationship between players and supporters. As time went by this area was
developed more, and now there is a concrete seating are on the raised
plane.
As the club grew and prospered the number of juvenile players using
the facilities also increased. The club was now vital element within the
community for young and old. With the growing number of underage
members and the increasing strain being put on the current playing
area it was decided to build a juvenile size pitch, and also to provide an
outdoor basketball court for the younger community in the area. The
new juvenile field was located to the north of the senior field, 70 yards
from the clubhouse, keeping a visual link with the other elements of
the ground, the juvenile field can also be seen from the entrance.
In 24 years the club had gone from strength to strength. It consisted
of a full size senior field, a juvenile field, a basketball court, meeting
rooms, a community hall and dressing rooms. The clubhouse acted as
an anchor point of the ground. The clubhouse was the first space that
was entered into when in the ground. Not just the inside spaces but
also the exterior spaces, the spaces between the other elements, such
as the pitch and basketball area. These spaces were utilised for players and supporters to socialise. Even on week nights when underage
teams would train, parents would interact in the outside spaces.
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Early Nineties: Raising Of Ground Plain For Spectators

2009: Raising Of Viewing Areas In Relation To Each Other
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The viewing areas were constructed where most people tended to
gather to watch the games and congregate. The first is the area in
front of the clubhouse which was covered to provide shelter for spectators. The other was on the opposite side of the pitch. People tended
to gather on the opposite side as it was slightly raised and provided a
more aerial view of the playing are than the other did.
A decision was taken to built a stand on the northern end of the
ground to accommodate the spectators. A concrete seating area was
constructed to facilitate the spectators. The location seating area has
created a unique atmosphere between supporters, management and
players. Many players' families sit in this stand and the close proximity of the pitch dugouts and stand creates a unique interaction during
game times, sometimes hostile with rival players and supporters but
often not. This is an example of elements working together to create
an atmosphere between players and supporters.
In 2000 the time had come for new development. The clubs membership base had grown and was continuing to grow and new more
advanced facilities were needed for the clubs members and the wider
community. A development committee was put in place by the club to
plan and oversee the development process.The first phase involved the
building of a multipurpose hall. Phase one of the development would
involve the construction of a multipurpose hall and a new clubhouse.
The club relied heavily on the local community for funding. Members
took on the duties of selling tickets that would raise half the money
for the development, the other half came in the form of GAA and
Lotto grants.
A new development such as a multipurpose hall should and needed to
be at a focal point in the ground, it would be a hub of activity and would
draw more people to the ground than the club would ever have seen.
The decision was taken to locate it next to the existing clubhouse. The
new clubhouse would be rebuilt and would meet the proposed multipurpose hall and make a physical link between both developments. The
new developments would be the focal point of the ground where the
community could interact and socialise together, without interfering
with the pitch which was not used the winter time.
The multipurpose hall was completed and the surface is the only one
of its kind in the country, it is a poured rubber surface. It is designed
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1998:View Of Senior Pitch And Clubhouse

1998:View Of Pitch And Raised Viewing Area
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specifically with sports in mind as the rubber absorbs the impact,
rather than ones bones and limbs. Most of the cosmetic work on the
new building was completed voluntarily by club members.
The next phase of development saw the demolition of the existing
clubhouse and work started on its reconstruction. The new clubhouse
is in the same focal location as its predecessor. The new clubhouse
contains four full size dressing rooms, a large meeting hall, reception
area, gymnasium and a kitchen. The developments have been a huge
success and were officially opened in 2006. The sports hall has made
back a considerable amount of money for the club and is helping to
fund the clubs expenses and new developments. It is booked out most
of the week for 12 months of the year.
In 2008 the decision was taken to purchase a further 5.4 acres of
land. The new plan consists of rotating the current juvenile pitch and
expanding it to a second full size senior pitch, it also involves building
a new juvenile pitch on the newly purchased land. This is the final stage
of the development that started over a decade ago. The vision of the
development committee is finally nearing completion after a decade
of construction and fund raising. Over this time the ground has developed into an vital cog in the communities wheel.
The spaces created within and between the elements are quite unique.
The transition spaces that are created between the elements act as
social spaces where parents and members meet. The clubhouse itself
is a hub of activity for the local community, with local council meetings as well as members meeting to play cards. More recently church
groups have started using the clubs facilities for their Sunday services. The club boasts a membership base of over 500 hundred and has
teams competing in 12 different grades.
The club has come a long way from its humble beginning in 1948 and
is now one of the most vital elements in the community. The club is
continuing to prosper in this harsh economic climate, but the relationships made through the activities held are most certainly recession
proof.
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2008: Plan Of Existing Facilities

2009: Proposed New Development

2008: ReDeveloped Clubhouse And Hall
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Comparison: Croke Park Vs Cumann Spa

These two grounds can be seen as different in every way. One is set

in an urban scale, the other in a rural setting. Croke park is an 80,000
plus capacity stadium, Spa is a local community club that may hold up
to 1,000 people at a given time. Croke Park is seldom in use during the
week, whereas a local club is thriving, and a hive of activity seven days
a week. These are some of the differences between these two grounds.
I choose not to focus on these differences but on the similarities and
the message that both these grounds have.
Both these grounds are full of history and both were formed to
enhance what was growing within the community, Croke Park at a
national level and Spa at a rural and local level. The development of
both these grounds are very similar. Both began with only a playing
field, and both were developed as needed and when funds became
available, and when the time came for redevelopment, both embraced
change. Because they have embraced change they are among the most
modern on their community.
What Croke Park and local clubs all over the country have done is
used all the elements in a GAA ground to magnify the community
spirit on both a local and national level. What they do is use all the elements in what makes a GAA ground and use them to create social and
transitional spaces. By combining all these elements with the playing
area they achieve something very unique.
What both grounds have succeeded in doing is creating quality meeting and socialising spaces.What my local club have achieved is that they
have turned viewing spaces into areas that can be used to interact and
not solely be used for watching a game. People stay after the games to
discuss the game or just to socialise. The open plazas in Croke Park
on each level are fantastic socialising spaces. When there is more than
one game on in Croke Park people stay out in these plaza areas to
socialise. People who at home may be from the same town but never
meet, they meet in this space and have a space to socialise in.
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The sense of community has never been lost in either ground. The
sense of community has been the driving force behind both projects,
and that is why both projects have been so successful. Another vital
driving point in both projects has been the relationship between the
spectators and the players.
In the design of Croke Park the relationship with the crowd and the
players was vital. The architect as a former player was aware of this
and was able to draw on his own personal first hand experience when
he was developing this idea. The spectators are quite close to the pitch
but this creates a unique relationship because the players can almost
feel part of the crowd. The crowd is full of their family, friends and club
mates who they have grown up with and to be within such close proximity is unique. The cross section is what achieves this in Croke Park.
The horizontal tiering means that all supporters have an unobstructed
view of the playing area, it also means that there are no unwanted
elements, or anything that adds a layer of separation between the supporters and players.
In the development of the cross section it was vital that as the horizontal layers got higher that they would not be too far away from the
pitch as this would mean the stadium would be too open and this
would take away from the atmosphere in the stadium.
As all the elements in Spa developed, so did the relationship between
the players and the supporters; the relationship between the pitch and
the viewing areas were strengthened. The first viewing area was raised,
this meant that supporters were raised above the playing area, and
also kept close to the pitch. When the first stand was built on this
raised area, they kept it close to the pitch so this close relationship
would not be lost.
The most recent viewing area is currently under construction. It is
located on the southern touchline and is being built onto the multipurpose hall. After the success of the terrace on the northern touchline, the new terrace is also being raised and is kept close to the pitch.
By raising the terrace it gives spectators a better view and also adds to
the "stadium feel."
It is clear that both Croke Park and Spa have been developed on the
same model.The sense of community and relationship between players
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and supporters have been the driving points behind them. The success
of these grounds depends on the facilitating and execution of both
these ideas. Local clubs across the country are developing and improving their grounds around these two concepts.
It is by looking at both these concepts that one can see the relationship the both Croke Park and Cumann Spa share with one another.
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Conclusion

What do most people think of when they think of GAA grounds

across the country? They may think of times gone past when most
clubhouses were closer to resembling shacks and sheds rather than
the social spaces they created or the spaces that they now create.
Many think of the water logged pitch that games were played on and
standing on the sideline hail, rain or snow to support their team, and
what the team represented; the local community.
What I see when I look at a GAA ground, particular my home club, is
a development that has spanned over 50 years. I see the spaces that I
spent a large majority of my youth with my friends playing and socialising. GAA grounds are more than a pitch stand and a clubhouse. They
are where the community come to meet and interact, and to exist as
a community.
Every GAA ground around the country goes through the same phases
of development, just on different scales. They all have humble beginnings, many often stretch to even afford the land. The first element is
the pitch, as a club grows a clubhouse is added. The clubhouse is more
often than not the most vital element to link the club to the community. The clubhouse is the place where Irish culture is promoted and
passed on from generation to generation.
The viewing spaces in GAA grounds are treated differently than in any
other sport. From my experience other sports tend to use viewing
areas simply as viewing spaces. What I think is far more effective is the
way on which GAA viewing areas are developed as social spaces. The
spaces are made for people to socialise and interact not just to sit and
watch a game.
The transition spaces within GAA grounds are also unique spaces.
The transition spaces between the viewing areas and the pitch are a
hive of activity.
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Even though Croke Park is the largest GAA ground in the country, it
has also grown from humble beginnings and is draped in history, from
the naming of the stands, to the tragic story of bloody Sunday. Croke
Park has developed from a pitch with one stand to one of the greatest
stadiums not only in Europe but in the world. The type of design used
is what makes Croke park the unique stadium that it is, and the unique
atmosphere that it creates.
What GAA grounds do is something unique and in my eyes quite special. They are a cog in the wheel of a community without which the
community would be a shadow of what it could be. They provide a
facility for the community to function and prosper as an entity.
What the GAAPCNP did all those years ago in Thurles was start an
organisation that would see our cultural pastimes preserved, promoted and enjoyed. In the year of the GAA’s 125th anniversary every
town and village in the country now has a place to enjoy our national
and cultural pastimes.
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Introduction
Upon commencing my architecture degree
at the University of Limerick, a discussion
arose amongst students and lecturers regarding the subjects which would be undertaken,
their relevance to architecture studies and
the means by which they were to be carried
out. A member of the architecture faculty
stated that “Architecture is a whole new way
of thinking”, and, subsequently, a different
approach to study must be taken.
Many questions regarding the nature of architecture studies were raised in my mind.
What pedagogical principles and methodologies are implemented? Why does this field of
study require these activities and a different
approach? Where do they originate? This remark is one which stayed with me through
the first three years of my architectural education and is a topic which I thought would
be interesting to research and investigate, as
a dissertation.
As architectural education is a vast topic
with many historical examples to consider, I
chose to focus my attention on the Bauhaus.
Asking where I felt many of the current pedagogical principles carried out in schools of
design originate, I found the Bauhaus was
DMPTFMZ MJOLFE BOE JT SFøFDUFE JO UIF DVSSJDVMB
of schools today. Bauhaus inspired methods
are implemented, developed and deployed
in the study of architecture today. No other
school so clearly exemplifies the principles

and methods which we recognise as common
practice in architecture schools. The curriculum
and manifesto written for the Bauhuas highlight
the fundamental elements and integral parts of
architecture which shaped the way in which architecture was taught. As these crucial, core elements are constant, the activities and methodologies of the Bauhaus are as alive in the 21st
DFOUVSZ BT UIF UI BOE JOøVFOUJBM UP BSDIJUFDture education today.
The History of the Bauhaus
The Bauhaus occupies a place of importance
within 20th century culture, architecture, design
and art. It was one of the first schools of design
which brought together a number of contemporary architects and artists and was not only a
creative training centre but also a place of both
production and the focus of attention in the 20th
century. At a time when industrial society was in
crisis, the Bauhaus asked how the modernisation
process could be mastered by means of design.
After Van de Velde, the former master of the
Grand-Ducal Saxon School of Arts, stepped down
in 1915 he recommended the German, Walter
Gropius, to succeed him leading eventually to
Gropius’ appointment as master of the school in
1919. It was this academy which Gropius transformed into the world famous Bauhaus. Founded
in 1919 in Weimar, Germany, by Gropius, the objective of the school was a radical concept whereby
UIF NBUFSJBM XPSME DPVME CF SFJNBHJOFE UP SFøFDU
the unity of all the arts. The Bauhaus brought
together masters and students who strived to
reverse the split between art and production.
Their efforts involved returning to the crafts as
the foundation of all artistic activity and, in doing so, developing designs for objects and spaces
that were to form part of the envisioned society
of the future.

Photographic
portrait
of
Walter Gropius 1920
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Gropius outlined this vision for a union of art
and design in his manifesto; Proclamation of the
Bauhaus (1919), which describes the utopian
craft guild encompassing architecture, sculpture
and art into a single creative expression. Gropius
developed a craft-based curriculum that would
cultivate architects and designers capable of producing designs appropriate to this new system
of living. In 1923, under Gropius, the Bauhaus
turned its attention to industry which caused
much internal debate. A major exhibition, which
opened in 1923, showcasing the revised principle
of art and technology as a new unity, displayed
the entire work of the Bauhaus.
In 1924 funding for the Bauhaus was cut drastically. The school, in seeking a new home, moved
to Dessau and became the municipally funded
School of Design. Almost all masters moved with
the school and former students became junior
masters and were in charge of the workshops.
Famous works of art and architecture along with
TPNF JOøVFOUJBM EFTJHOT XFSF QSPEVDFE JO %FTsau between the years 1926 and 1932.
Walter Gropius resigned as director on 1st
April 1928 due, mostly, to the pressure of constant struggling for the Bauhaus survival. He was
succeeded by the Swiss architect Hannes Meyer. Despite its title, ‘Bauhaus’, meaning ‘House
of Building’, the school did not establish its architecture department until Gropius appointed
Hannes Meyer as head of the Bauhaus architecture department when it was finally established.
In spite of the success achieved by Hannes-Meyer, his Marxist convictions became a problem for
the city council amidst the political turbulence of
Germany in 1929, and the following year he was
removed from his post.
The School was under Ludwig Mies van der
Rohe from 1930 when it developed into a technical school of architecture with art and workshop
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departments. After the Nazis became the biggest
party in Dessau at the elections, the Bauhaus
was forced to move in September 1932. It moved
to Berlin but only lasted for a short time after. The
Bauhaus dissolved itself under pressure from the
Nazis in 1933.
Today, the Bauhaus remains a remarkable
cultural and historical phenomenon, although it
only existed for fourteen years and boasts fewer
UIBO   TUVEFOUT *UT JOøVFODF UISPVHIPVU UIF
world can be traced through many years in numerous buildings, designs and curricula. Some
elements of the Bauhaus have been lost and were
not successful in transcending through the decades while other elements have not been forgotten. In 1996 the Bauhaus building in Dessau
and the Master’s house along with the Bauhaus
site in Weimar were added to the UNESCO list
of cultural heritage sites, signifying the universal importance and recognition of the Bauhaus
achievements in architecture and design in the
twentieth century.

Walter

Gropius; The Bauhaus Manifest, 1919

Gropius’ Manifesto
Gropius’ manifesto outlines his intentions for
the Bauhaus after his observations of what was
the conditions facing after the violent eruption
of the First World War. It was after this violent
eruption that the immensity of the mission of the
architect of that era became clear to Gropius. He
saw that a new scope of architecture had to be
outlined which he believed could only be achievable through the training of a new generation of
architects in close contact with modern means of
production in a pilot school. Also evident to Gropius was the fact that the pilot school would only
succeed through the co-ordinated teamwork of a
band of active collaborators. Though not to follow
to command of one leader but rather to individually contribute to a common cause. Emphasis
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was put on integration and co-ordination, inclusiveness and not exclusiveness. The Bauhaus was inaugurated with the specific object of realizing a modern
architectonic art. One which, like human nature, was
intended to be all embracing in its scope. The Bauhaus aimed at realizing standards of excellence and
not transient novelties through. Gropius was of the
strong belief that architects, painters, and sculptors
must recognize anew and learn to grasp the composite
character of a building both as an entity and in its
separate parts. Only then will their work be saturated
with the architectonic spirit which it has lost. He believed that old schools of art were unable to produce
this unity. Strong faith was placed in the workshop.
The mere drawing and painting world of the pattern
designer and the applied artist was, to Gropius, to become a world that was to build again. Young artistic
individuals were to preserve their skill for the crafts in
which excellence was achievable. Within the teachings
of the Bauhaus experiment was to become the centre of architecture. Architects, sculptors and painters
were to return to the crafts. Gropius’ manifesto states
that art is not a
‘profession.’ There is no essential difference between
the artist and the craftsman, rather, the artist is an
exalted craftsman and proficiency in a craft is essential to every artist. It was Gropius’ belief that this was
the prime source of creative imagination. A new guild
of craftsmen was to be created. Such craftsmen were
to be without the class distinctions that raise the “arrogant barrier between craftsman and artist”. Gropius
envisioned a new structure of the future, which would
embrace architecture and sculpture and painting in
one unity.
If Gropius was to achieve this successfully a revised
curriculum must be implemented the Bauhaus.
Bauhaus Curriculum
    (SPQJVT TBX øBXT JO UIF QSFWJPVT FEVDBUJPO PG
artists and architects, believing that too much emphasis was put on the history of design and historical
achievements and less on the student’s own ideas.
‘I believe that every healthy human being is
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capable of conceiving form. The problem seems to me
not at all one of existence of creativity but more one of
finding the key to release it……I think we have been
exceedingly successful so far in working out ways of
acquainting our children with the achievements of the
past, but I do not think was are as successful in stimulating them to come forth with their own ideas.’ (1)

(1) ‘The Scope
of Total
Architecture’,
Gropius, Walter; Harper
and Brothers
Publishers,
New York,
1943. pg. 38

The new generation envisaged by Gropius was to
create through their own work an original, constructive expression of the spiritual and material needs of
human spirit. The new architect was to act as a coordinator organizing with broad experience bringing
purpose and form to harmony.
‘The teaching of a method of approach is
more important than the teaching of skills. It should be
a continuing process which must grow concentrically
like the annual rings of a tree. In all its stages the scope
should be all-embracing instead of sectional, increasing
slowly in intensity and detail in all fields of discipline
simultaneously. The integration of the whole range of
knowledge and experience is of the greatest importance
right from the start; only then will the totality of aspect
make sense in the student’s mind. He will easily absorb
all further details and place them where they belong if
he progresses from the whole to the details, and nor
vice versa.’
It was out of this vision of the new craftsman that
Gropius developed his new curriculum. The conclusions presented by Gropius for the transitional approach in education were as follows;
t5IFBSDIJUFDUJTUPCFBDPPSEJOBUPS
t.FUIPEJTNPSFJNQPSUBOUUIBOUSBJOJOH
t5IF BQQSPBDI UPXBSE EFTJHO TIPVME CF FTTFOUJBMMZ
identical not only in relationship to space but to socially aspects also.
t5ISFFEJNFOTJPOBM DPODFQUJPO JT UIF CBTJD BSDIJUFDtural discipline.
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t,OPXMFEHF XJMM DPNF UP MJGF POMZ GSPN JOEJWJEVBM
experience.
t5ISFFEJNFOTJPOBM FYQFSJNFOUT TIPVME CF DBSried out in first year to provide lessons on construction and tools.
t*O TFDPOE BOE UIJSE ZFBS UIF EFTJHO BOE DPOstruction studio will be supplemented by field
trips to correlate further experience with the
broadening knowledge.
t$POTUSVDUJPO BOE EFTJHO TIPVME CF UBVHIU UPgether with equal emphasis on both subjects.
t4UVEFOUTTIPVMECFUSBJOFEUPXPSLJOUFBNT
t)JTUPSZ TUVEJFT TIPVME CF TUBSUFE JO UIJSE ZFBS UP
avoid intimidation and imitation.
t5FBDIFST TIPVME POMZ CF BQQPJOUFE BGUFS TVócient practical experience in design and building.
t4NBMMFSFOSPMNFOUOVNCFSTBSFNPSFFóDJFOU

(2) ‘The
Scope of
Total Architecture’,
Gropius,
Walter;
Harper and
Brothers
Publishers,
New York,
1943.
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t"SDIJUFDUVSF USBJOJOH DBMMT GPS JOEJWJEVBM DPBDIing in order to help the student adapt to his own
personal talent.
The aim of such a curriculum was to widen
the personality in addition to providing professional skill. Such training was to give confidence
and independence to the student through the act
of trial and error in the workshop. The methodologies implemented within this curriculum were
to aid a student in integrating simultaneously
design, construction and economy in any given
task. (2) Methodologies implemented also served
a language of vision. Gropius believed that the
creative instinct could be fed with richer knowl-

edge of visual facts, such as the phenomena of
optical illusion, of the relation of solids and voids
in space, of light and shade, of colour and of scale,
of objective facts and not arbitrary, subjective
interpretations and formulae. Gropius saw the
architect of the future as someone who should
create, through his work, an original, constructive expression of the needs of human beings.
Through the implementation of this the renewal
of the human spirit could be achieved, instead of
rehearsing thought and action of former times.
The new architect was, according to Gropius, to
act as a co-ordinating organizer of broad experience who, starting from social ideas of life, could
be successful in integrating thought and feeling,
bringing purpose and form to harmony.
The Directors and Masters
The Bauhaus owes its achievements and its reputation to the people who invested their talents
BOE FòPSUT JO UIF TDIPPM 5IF CJHHFTU JOøVFODF
and major force was, of course, Gropius. He displayed the talent for recognizing and hiring other
innovative thinkers, artists and pedagogues and
for holding these ambitious personalities together
over the course of the Bauhaus lifetime. Already
mentioned are Hannes Meyer who was director of
the school from spring 1928 until summer 1930,
followed by Ludwig Mies Van Der Rohe who was
director thereafter until the schools dissolution.
All three directors served, in some part, during
the school’s Dessau period. Despite the changing
of directorship and the school’s changing of orientation as it developed, the Bauhaus structure
remained constant as did its curriculum and the
intentions, outlined by Gropius, which drove its
educational programme.
All three directors were architects by profession. However they differed in their backgrounds,
leadership qualities and personalities. The simi291

larity amongst these men was anchored in their
faith in a homogenous pedagogical core present
in the school. Altogether nine artists were appointed to teach at the Bauhaus during its period
in Weimar. The sculptor Gerhard Marcks, and
painters Lyonel Feininger, Johannes Itten, Georg
Muche, Oskar Schlemmer, Paul Klee, Lothar
Schreyer, Wassily Kandinsky and Laszlo MoholyNagy. Each of the appointed members of faculty
contributed to the pedagogical core established
JO UIF TDIPPM BOE UIFJS TQIFSFT PG JOøVFODF UPPL
on many forms.
Itten and Muche worked towards teaching students of fulfilling the ideal of the ‘new man’. Both
men were followers of a religious health movement based of Christian ideals and focusing on
breathing exercises. Many students followed in
their ways, studying esoteric models of working
and living. Gropius began to favour modern technology in the early 1920’s and sought to reconcile
man with technology through the use of art. This
was rejected by Marcks, Itten and Muche who favoured crafts and judged it to be of higher value
to human development.
Moholy-Nagy’s artistic
approach combined natural and biological with
technological thought believing that man could
liberate himself through artistic achievements
over technology. He paid particular attention to
sight, touch and special orientation and carried
out many studies of transparency, structure and
material. Moholy-Nagy was the most versatile of
Bauhaus members of faculty as he was not limited to any one medium. He displayed talents in
photography, collage, montage and layout. For
Moholy-Nagy, art was a mental process and not
one of craftsmanship. This opinion was one which
caused dissension between his belief and that of
Feininger, Kandinsky, Schlemmer and Klee.
As was the case with the Bauhaus directors, the
members of faculty also differed in beliefs, per292

sonality, backgrounds and qualities and, similarly, the common elements amongst them was their
faith in the pedagogical core of the Bauhaus. A
shared belief united these artists as members of
the same faculty. Each believed that collectively
they had found truths that would enable them to
teach students how to create. (3) Many developed
theories for courses which students attended and
which contributed to the homogenous pedagogical core. Klee, Kandinsky and Schlemmer focused
their theories on cohesive context with emphasis
on the process of analysis and synthesis. During
the lifetime of the Bauhaus members of faculty
developed and modified theories to address the
changing orientation of the Bauhaus.
The School of Design
The Bauhaus pedagogical approach was primarily concerned with the development of all of a
student’s skills and talents so that a holistic development could be achieved. This approach allowed for the improvement of the body and mind,
together, instead of the trained individual’s one
specific speciality. The pedagogical concepts outlined in Gropius’ curriculum and Manifesto and
those implemented at the Bauhaus were built on
the models of schools which were already in existence in Germany and which had already broken
away from the structure of traditional schools.
These schools included the Technische Hochschulen (technical colleges) and the Kunstgewerbeschulen (schools of art and crafts).
The programme plan implemented at the
Bauhaus is shown in diagram here. Presented in
1922, this diagram displays, in a circular schematic form, the three phase course of studies at
the Bauhaus. The first is the preliminary course,
which students were to participate in for the duration of one semester. This was a probationary
semester. In this time frame students received

(3) ‘Bauhaus’,
Droste,
Magdalena;
Taschen.
pg. 26

Diagram of the subjects taught at the
Bauhaus, 1922
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basic introduction and lessons in theory of form and
materials in preliminary workshops. The following
phase was comprised of three years training in one
of the workshops. These workshops were called after
the respective material which was the core focus of
study for a particular workshop; wood, metal, fabric,
paint, glass, clay and stone. The three years of study
came to a close with an examination at the chamber
of commerce. This was accompanied by a Bauhaus
certificate (in 1929 this became the Bauhaus Diploma). The following phase was a sort of post-graduate
course for the most gifted students. This was the
‘Building’ phase. Three terms describe the practical
character of this phase; Building Site (representing
the work as a supervisor at the construction site, Experimental Site (representing a Bauhaus workshop
in which new materials, designs and methods were
explored) and finally Design (for the architect’s office in which students implemented the principles of
learning by doing). The schematic diagram displays
the duration of study for particular types of students.
Designers studied for three and a half years while
architects studied for five years.(4)
The Swiss Architect and art teacher, Johanne Itten, was the founder of the Bauhaus Preliminary
course. This probation period was intended to fulfil
numerous purposes. These purposes included; testing the student’s suitability for study and a career
in the field of art and design; to assist the student
in identifying his own talents and, in doing so, assist the student in his choice of workshop; to allow
for a period of time within which students could get
to know each other and to observe their ability to
participate in teamwork; to allow for a period of time
within which differences in levels of prior education
may be compensated; to introduce students to the
‘language of design’; to teach all students the fundamentals of design, craftsmanship, through the use of
experiments in the workshops. (5)
Traditional academic forms of tuition, such as
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lectures and seminars, were not employed at the
Bauhaus. All training and tuition was carried out in
the workshops. Instruction on science, technology,
design, maths and engineering took place within the
workshop environment. As a direct result of this the
workshops became the heart of the Bauhaus and
contributed to shaping the profile of the Bauhaus.
Students were to ‘learn through doing’. Johanne Itten’s preliminary course was designed in such a way
that students began their education at the Bauhaus
with simple exercises and gradually moved to more
complex, greater exercises and designs.
The early exercises undertaken by students at
the Bauhaus were focused on developing sensitivity
toward hand and eye co-ordination and of a basic
visual knowledge of forms rather than recognizing
characteristics of styles. The latter became known as
the ‘theory of contrast’ where by students learned to
recognize and differentiate among optical and material properties, such as long-short; thick-thin; lightdark; hard-soft etc. Another exercise undertaken by
the students of the Bauhaus were studies of matter.
In these exercises students worked with and studied
any ‘raw’ materials that came to hand. Students were
to test these materials and in doing so make the material work as hard as possible to achieve a visually
appealing object or one of haptic interest. Students
also undertook exercises in analysis of masterpieces
in order to explore the elements of design, composition and expression. By doing so the student’s sensitivity to these aspects of design would be heightened.
These exercises were implemented in the workshops
of the Bauhaus so that students may discover and
‘learn by doing’ the fundamentals of design. These
pedagogical practices became the cornerstone of the
Bauhaus activities. They offered students the opportunity to explore and learn through creative means.
Workshops often held between four to six students
allowing for close contact between students and
teacher on a daily basis. This was of further signifi-

Photo of students
studying the Preliminary course at the
Bauhaus, 1928-1929

(4), (5)
and (6)
Bauhaus
Weimar:
Designs
for the
Future’,
Sieden
Brodt,
Micheal,
2000.
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cance in benefiting to the development of any student. (6)
Within the three years of training in a particular workshop, such as cabinet-making, weaving, pottery, mural painting, stained glass, bookbindery or graphic printing, students were under
the direction of an artist, responsible for formal
innovations and creative thinking. However the
master craftsman of a particular craft acted as
technical director and in doing so was responsible for practical training and instruction on
construction design, technology and economy.
This structure gave rise to a constant level of friction between the traditional aspects of arts and
crafts and the contemporary ideas of design. In
attempting to achieve a balance between both elements, highly productive work resulted.
A unique feature of education at the Bauhaus
was the ‘stage school’ or ‘stage workshop’. This
was directed by Lothar Schreyer between 1921
and 1923 and following this, from 1923 to 1929,
it was directed by Oskar Schlemmer. The stage
workshop is a great example of the pedagogical activities of the Bauhaus aimed towards the
holistic development of the individual. It was
an integrative workshop which was committed
to developing the visual and performing arts in
its entirety. The purpose of the stage workshop
was to enable students and arts to work together
and, in doing so, experiment and explore space,
light and sound, expressive media such as dance,
pantomime and traditional forms of theatre and,
in addition to this, architectural experiments in
forms of stage-crafting. These tasks were the defining features of the stage workshop and proved
successful in terms of introducing and promoting teamwork as stage sets, costumes, lighting,
sound and stage engineering combined made up
a and of individuals who worked together for one
desired outcome. For the students this workshop
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allowed for a constant penetration of boundaries
of specific disciplines into another and in some
cases the fusion of a variety of disciplines.
At the Bauhaus, the architecture curriculum
concerned itself with fundamental issues such as
property ownership, proposing solutions to housing problems, addressing the transient times in
which students found themselves by focusing on
the changing way of life in the industrial society,
new traffic systems, infrastructure and consideration of domestic situations and role of family.
Also at this time, students had begun to consider
environmental aspects of design. Particular attention was paid to green areas in cities and energy
conservation. In addition to this, students recognized the need to focus on residential architecture at this time. Low-cost, social housing was a
central concern within the Bauhaus architecture
pedagogical practices. During the design process of given tasks, students were encouraged to
experiment with new materials and to test new
structural
designs
and
technologies.
Various
models of apartments furnished by the students
and teachers of the Bauhaus workshops provided
a subject for discussion amongst the broad public
with regard to modern living. “To build is to design living processes” was the term employed by
Bauhaus architects and directors.
*OøVFODFTPGUIF#BVIBVT
Convulsive forces resulted in the expulsion of
the Bauhaus from Weimar, Dessau and, finally,
Berlin resulting in the schools closure on August
10th 1933, under its master at the time, Mies van
der Rohe. Any hope that the Bauhaus may be further developed in terms of its intellectual tradition within Germany proved to be in vain due to
the Third Reich’s political and cultural direction.
However, the Bauhaus had always been more
than an institution that would accept its closure.
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(7)‘The
Bauhaus
and
America’,
KentgensCraig,
Margaret;
The Mit
press,
Cambridge,
Massachusetts,
2001.

298

It was an idea, a way of thinking which could
survive the termination of its activities. It is this
fact which gives great significance to the historiDBM JOøVFODF XIJDI UIF #BVIBVT IBE PO BSU BOE
architecture internationally.
The Bauhaus as a single and homogenous system simply did not exist.(7) Instead, it incorporated many strong personalities which played a
principle role in contributing to the school’s character. Such personalities include Laszlo MoholyNagy, Josef Albers, Herbert Bayer, Marcel Breuer
and Ludwig Hilberseimer, to name a few, in addition to the previously mentioned protagonists.
However, each individual differed from the other
in terms of style and ideas. Intellectual and professional divergences among faculty members
resulted in equally different beliefs regarding
what should be taught and in what manner. It
is acceptable to say that the Bauhaus as a whole
can be described as a multi-faceted entity whose
pedagogical core was none the less homogenous,
and therefore may also be said of the individual
disciplines. It was this homogenous pedagogical
core which was to endure the school’s terminaUJPO BOE DPOUJOVF UP JOøVFODF BSU BOE BSDIJUFDture further a field.
Having witnessed the Bauhaus dissolve under
political duress many member of the faculty chose
to relocate in the United States. Gropius, Mies,
Feininger, Breuer, Albers, Moholy-Nagy, Hannes
Meyer, and Bayer, along with a considerable number of Bauhaus students were among those who
relocated in America. The United States was not
unfamiliar with the work of the Bauhaus. Recognition of the Bauhaus in America was the result
PG B DPOTJTUFOU øPX PG JOGPSNBUJPO  UISPVHI BSchitectural periodicals and forums of discussion,
from the time the Bauhaus was established to its
closure and dissipation of faculty and students.
With the emigration of its protagonists, Bauhaus

Americanization began. This process involved the
institutional
development
of
Bauhaus-inspired
pedagogical activities and programs on new soil
and the integration of its artists and architects
into American culture.
The most significant year in the United States’
recognition of the Bauhaus was in 1937 with the
establishment of the ‘New Bauhaus’ in Chicago
at the Illinois Institute of Technology (then the
Armour Institute until 1940 when it merged with
the Lewis Institute) founded by Moholy Nagy.
This was the immediate successor of the former
German Bauhaus and it was only here that the
complete curriculum, as developed under Gropius in Germany, was adopted and further developed. Moholy-Nagy also headed the consecutive ‘School of Design’, from 1938 until his death
in 1946, where he aimed at liberating the creative potential of his students through experiments with form, technique and material. This
corresponded to the preliminary course at the
German Bauhaus. No program that was to be
set up in America by any protagonist of the German Bauhaus would so conspicuously emulate
the curriculum implemented, prior to the closure
if the school, to the extent as that deployed by
Moholy-Nagy at the ‘New Bauhaus’. In addition
to Moholy-Nagy, it was initially other immigrants
from the German Bauhaus that came to teach
in Chicago. The Methods which came from the
German Bauhaus and which were subsequently
transferred and developed have been adopted in
modified form by other American schools.(8) The
Bauhaus is responsible for the gradual reduction
of the Beaux-Arts tradition which was predominant in the United States until that time.
In 1938, America saw another significant year
in acceptance of the Bauhaus when the IIT (then
the Armour Institute of Technology) engaged Mies
van der Rohe as the director of the Department
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of Architecture. The school was then striving to
transform its traditional architecture program to
one of international stature. After relocating to
Chicago in 1938, Mies successfully reshaped the
architectural education of the Armour Institute.
He developed a disciplined curriculum which
was to be implemented. Interaction, between
students of the institution, was encouraged and
the institution could boast a faculty comprised of
professionals from a wide range of creative and
design disciplines. The curriculum encompassed
dynamic, Bauhaus inspired courses. By inviting
Walter Peterhans and Ludwig Hilberseimer, two
former Bauhaus faculty members, Mies ensured
a strong and prominent Bauhaus presence at
his school. This was furthermore enforces by the
addition of four young Americans to the faculty,
BMM PG XIPN IBE CSJFøZ TUVEJFE JO UIF (FSNBO
Bauhaus under Mies (Bertram Goldberg, Howard
Dearstyne, John B. Rodgers and William Priestley.)
As might be expected, Gropius played a major role in the ‘americanization’ of the Bauhaus.
(9) Initially relocating in England after leaving
Germany in 1934, Gropius inevitably settled in
America in 1937 where he headed the architecture department of the Graduate School of Design at Harvard University. It was here that Gropius trained many of America’s best recognized
architects leaving no doubt that his pedagogical
BDUJWJUJFT NVTU IBWF JOøVFODFE UIFN HSFBUMZ "U
the time of his arrival, Harvard teaching method
adopted the conventional formal concerns of the
Beaux-Arts, as many colleges in America had at
this time. Gropius gradually changed Harvard’s
traditional design program, reorienting it away
from its prior direction, similar to the way in
which Mies had successfully done at the IIT. It
was with this radical shift in architectural training that the Bauhaus left its most tenacious
300

imprint on American architectural training and
education. It was to follow, eventually, that all architecture schools in America would adopt a similar program as that introduced and implemented
by Gropius at Harvard.
The Bauhaus concepts appealed to America.
However it is to be noted that the America in
XIJDI UIF #BVIBVT øPVSJTIFE XBT WFSZ EJòFSFOU
from the Europe within which it was born.(10)
Europe was, at the end of World War I, a place
of opposing ideologies. America did not experience the competing beliefs in the same way and
so the Bauhaus was to be stripped of its ideological guise in order to be comprehendible to
America. The endeavours of the protagonists of
the German Bauhaus on American soil lead to
the eventual evolution towards the establishment
of a genuine American image of the Bauhaus. It is
justifiable to say that the Bauhaus protagonists
were active in transforming the American theory,
pedagogy and practice of art, design and architecture and the results of this process remain inøVFOUJBMUPEBZ
America was not the only country experiencing
a desire to develop and deploy the activities of
the German Bauhaus, nor was the desire confined to the years closely following the closure of
the Bauhaus proper. The Ulm School of Design
(Hochschule fur Gestaltung Ulm), often known
informally as the Ulm Bauhaus, existed for 15
years in Germany from 1953 to 1968. One of its
founders was Max Bill, a former Bauhuas student. Max Bill took up studies at the Bauhaus in
Dessau from 1927 to 1929, after which he moved
to Zurich. HfG Ulm is considered to be theone of
UIF NPTU JOøVFOUJBM EFTJHO TDIPPM BGUFS UIF #BVhaus. Although the school closed in 1968, the
Ulm Model concept, a conscious off-shoot of
UIF #BVIBVT DPODFQU DPOUJOVFT UP JOøVFODF JOternational design education.

(8), (9) and
(10) ‘The
Bauhaus
and
America’,
KentgensCraig, Margaret; The
Mit press,
Cambridge,
Massachusetts,
2001.
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Student Accommodation at the Bauhaus
in Dessau
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Limitations of the Bauhaus
   %FTQJUF UIF OVNFSPVT JOøVFODFT XIJDI UIF
Bauhaus had on art, design and architectural
education, it is fair to day that the Bauhaus, as
a whole, had several limitations at the time of
its existence. Between 1925 and 1928 Gropius
executed three projects in Dessau; the school
building (including student accommodation), the
master’s houses and the Torten Housing Estate.
Today these buildings are recognized as world
heritage sites, however their existence during the
Bauhuas lifetime may be rebuked for created, or
intensifying, a closed network within the school.
Architectural periodicals and discussion forums
were a means of correspondence which made
people aware of the activities of the Bauhaus at
this time. However all students, masters and directors lived and worked in close proximity. The
disadvantage of this living and working arrangement was the creation of a concentrated and condensed pilot school whose network was confined
UP UIF BDUJWJUJFT BOE JOøVFODFT PG UIF TDIPPM XJUIin its periphery.
The existence of this introspective situation was
brought to light in the outcome of the Bauhaus
Exhibition and again at presentations made at
trade fairs in the same year. The purpose of the
Bauhaus Exhibition was to present the broad
spectrum of work, which we recognize today as
classics of international design, created by students and staff at the Bauhaus, to the general
public. However many items created with intention for industrial production were devastating
commercial failures. In spite of the exposure offered, sales were meagre. The items, intended for
the public consumption, were not well received.
The ‘modern’ products developed and created by
avant-garde students did not communicate with
the public and a lack of success resulted. What
followed was an immediate self-critical response

amongst masters and students. A return to more
familiar forms occurred evoking a sense of simplicity within new designs, yet the most important insights remained unwavering and were not
abandoned in the aftermath. The cause of such a
lack of success can only be attributed to the introspective nature that existed within the Bauhuas.
An institution bound by its periphery, limited by
its close network and negligent of the needs and
wants of the general public for which its products
were intended could never have predicted or prevented such an outcome.
Such an event served to prompt analysis of failure and immediate creative reaction, however industrial production continued to be a major point
of focus within the school. The decision made by
Gropius to follow this path of creation was, in itself, paradoxical. In his manifesto Gropius outlined his desire to return to the crafts and create
a utopian craft guild within his pilot school. His
reason for this was a strong belief in the strength
of craft and the notion that the individual could
be a co-ordinator of all aspects of design. His endeavours were to create a new approach which
would promote and develop a creative state of
mind in Bauhaus students.
“The difference between industry and handicraft is due far less to the different nature of the
tools employed in each, than to subdivision of labour in the one and undivided control by a single
workman in the other.” (11)
It is fair to say that the choice made by Gropius,
turning his focus towards industrialization, is a
contradiction to his intentions for the Bauhaus,
outlined in his manifesto of 1919.
Relevance of the Bauhaus Today
The methodological principles of design de-

(11) ‘The
Scope
of Total
Architecture’,
Gropius,
Walter;
Harper
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Brothers
Publishers, New
York,
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veloped at the Bauhaus have lost none of their
significance today. Bauhaus inspired pedagogical
activities and programmes have been implemented in schools on an international level through
the decades since its dissolution and are alive in
architecture schools today, strengthening the belief that the Bauhuas is still of great relevance and
significance to 21st century art, design and architecture. Gropius’ intentions outlined in his manifesto and the realization of these intentions in the
activities of the Bauhaus is comparable with current schools and recognizable to any student of
design. As students of architecture we can draw
a direct correlation between some of the activities
of the Bauhaus and the activities we accept as
features of architectural education. Emphasis on
the workshop or studio and the important, central role it takes in our design is one aspect of
our studies which can be traced to the Bauhuas
pedagogical activities. Today we accept that we
are encouraged, within the studio, to experiment
with and explore materials and structure and to
test and develop living situations. In participating
in these pedagogical activities we ‘learn by doing’.
We consider sight, touch and spatial orientation
and in doing so we explore the hapic qualities of
architecture. Gropius’ idea of exploring and
developing all disciplines within the workshop or
studio environment is one which we can relate to
also. Traditional academic situations are secondary as we study the fundamentals of design and
learn to co-ordinate all of these in the studio environment. The preliminary course implemented
at the Bauhaus is comparable to the first year of
current architecture schools in placing emphasis
on gaining, through exploring, the fundamentals
of architecture and design. It is a transitory period within which a student must discover and
gain understanding of form and spatial quality, construction and design and to think in the
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three-dimension.
Perhaps Gropius’ greatest success lies in his
understanding of the fundamentals of design.
He successfully pared a complex entity down to
its basic integral components and, in identifying what they were, sought to develop a means
of successfully communicating them to others.
To simply ‘teach’ these fundamentals to students
would not make for better architects. For one to
discover for one’s self and in doing so gain understanding was the purpose behind Gropius’ curriculum.
‘The emphasis in all my arguments is on the
creative factor. That is, that a program of search
rather than research makes the creative architect.
Such a program, I believe, will lend our potential
architects from observation to discovery to invention and finally to an intuitive shaping of our contemporary scene.’ (12)
Conclusion
The Bauhaus is a cultural and historical phenomenon whose activities, principles and methodologies survived the decades since its dissolution and are emulated in schools of design to this
day. In my mind the task undertaken by Gropius
was not an effort to re-invent architectural education, rather to re-work it by identifying the essence of the discipline of architecture and design
and, through his endeavours, making individuals aware of these by means of a carefully structured curriculum. The success of such an endeavour and the presence of its relevance in current
schools of design on an international level are inspirational. Gropius sought, not to teach the core
fundamentals of design but to encourage individuals to discover, explore and understand through
engaging in experiments and gaining experience.
The Bauhaus exists in history as a period in time
when architectural education was closely exam-

(12) ‘The
Scope
of Total
Architecture’,
Gropius,
Walter;
Harper
and Brothers Publishers,
New York,
1943.
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ined and re-worked for the benefit of all students
of design ,right through to today. It is an on-going
legacy. It has as much relevance and as much
to offer architectural education today as it did in
the 20th century as its core activities were built
upon the fundamentals of a discipline which remain constant. For me the Bauhaus is not recognizable for its classic international designs but
GPS JUT JOøVFODF BOE JNQPSUBODF UP PVS FEVDBUJPO
today and for shaping the course of study and
activities we recognise in schools of design. The
Bauhaus successfully exemplifies, in particular
for a student seeking to understand, the process
that is architectural education and the principles
employed and developed, the significance, the
origin and the relevance of these today.
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Change.
We live in an age of experimentation: environmentally, technologically,
economically and socially. Our lifestyles are changing rapidly with each
new development.
Society as we know it is about to undergo changes like it have never
experienced before.The human race has stretched the boundaries for
normal planet inhabitation to near breaking point making it impossible
to predict how our society will be in even just ten years time.
We have left the Machine Age and entered an Information Age.We are
at an age when machines are intelligent: they learn information and
store it. They communicate with one another. A time is approaching
when people will have instant access to whatever information they
want, right at their fingertips - be it for entertainment, for research
or for communication - and it will all be completely independent of
location. Naturally, these changes have and will continue to affect the
way we live our lives on the most basic levels. They affect how we
communicate with each other, how we socialise, how we work and
how we learn.
We are in a time when the news media undergoes huge changes. Several major newspapers have already ceased printing and now broadcast exclusively over the internet. The much anticipated arrival of ebooks and e-readers is here, with thus far unknown consequences for
bookshops, libraries and books themselves.
We have increasing access to films, television shows and music with
the somewhat recent advent of digital entertainment media and with
the approaching digitisation of the printed world, literature and re308
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search will become almost universally accessible.
On the social front, the domestic unit is changing. The majority of
what in the past would have been considered functions of the family
are now assumed by the state. Tasks such as the teaching of children,
nursing of the elderly and caring for the ill are now done by the State,
leaving the traditional family unit with less and less relevance in modern society.
‘Broken’ families are becoming more common as the relevance of
marriage decreases in society. The domestic unit now frequently includes single adults, couples, single parents and whole families.
In his book, ‘Scope of Total Architecture’, Walter Gropius refers to
four major legal eras of human society, established by the German
sociologist Muller-Lyer, as the successive phases of gradual social refinement:1
1. The era of kinship and tribal law.
2. The era of the family and family law.
3. The era of the individual and individual law.
4. The future era of co-operatives and communal law.
Currently, the focus is on the individual rather than on the family or
community. This, however, as Muller-Lyer observed, is changing. Society is moving towards a more communal structure whereby domestic
and social functions are economically centralised and shared among a
community rather than family unit. For precisely this reason, families
have been known to move into hotels where there is no shortage of
domestic help.
1. ‘Sociological Premises for the Minimum Dwelling of Urban Industrial Populations,’ Scope of Total Architecture, Walter Gropius, Harper, 1943
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People are losing their connection with their ‘roots’ - we are becoming more free to travel and less inclined to settle down, resulting in
the popularisation of rental accommodation over permanent housing.
The tradition of homestead is being traded for a more nomadic life.
We are in the midst of an environmental crisis. The depletion of fossil fuels, the advancement of global warming and the rapid growth of
landfill sites among other issues have spurred many debates about
our stewardship of the Earth. A growing consciousness of our need
to change how we tackle environmental issues is coming to the fore.
In the present, we experiment with new methods and sources. New
building techniques, new materials and standards are invented and
tested but no definitive solutions currently exist, making the nature of
this industry extremely fluid and unpredictable.
In designing for the future, the architect must allow for these changes
to take place while considering the constants in our society. We will
always need a place to eat, to sleep, to wash, to relax, to socialise etc.
but the way we do these is influenced by the changes in our technology, our infrastructure, our environment and our economy.
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Flexibility.
With some projects, it is necessary to design for specialisation. Buildings including hospitals, airports, schools and universities may require
very specific layouts and programmes, but at the same time, tend to
need regular revision and renovation. This can be a difficult and expensive process if allowances haven’t been made early in the design of the
original structure. Such buildings above all, require an architecture that
is flexible and adaptable. An Architecture that can change with society
rather than one that ages badly and fades into obsolescence.
STANSTED AIRPORT
An example of this type of ‘flexible architecture’ is Stansted Airport designed by Norman Foster Architects. The building is essentially a large,
rectangular, robust shell which provides for complete adaptability inside
- an essential feature given the sometimes fluid nature of an airport’s
plan.
When designing Stansted Airport, Foster challenged the conventional
rules of airport terminal design. Instead of building a regular, multistorey building with service installations in the roof, he looked at alternative methods - effectively reinventing the modern airport terminal.
According to the book “Norman Foster: Works 3”2, Foster took inspiration from some of the earliest airport buildings, admiring them for their
simplicity. In that time,
Stansted has significant advantages regarding energy usage in terms of
2. Norman Foster: Works 3, David Jenkins, Prestel, 2008
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light and heat, effectively halving the running costs in comparison to
other British airports.
All services are accommodated within the building’s modular supports. These supports, like “structural ‘trees’ that rise up from the undercroft through the concourse floor”3, carry the canopy of the roof granting
it the freedom to allow daylight to enter as necessary.
The roof is free from service installations usually found at that level.
Instead, these are housed underneath the terminal concourse, in an
under-croft below. The lower level is also home to the baggage handling area and accommodates a mainline railway station.
“Stansted challenged the accepted rules of airport design and in doing so
became a model for airport planners worldwide.We began by going back to
the roots of air travel. Early airfields were very simple. On one side there was
a road and on the other a field. Departing, you walked through the terminal
towards the aircraft; returning, you walked from the plane towards your car
- there were no orientation problems. Stansted attempts to recapture that
clarity. Passengers proceed from the set-down point, to the check-in area,
passport control and on to the departure lounges, where they can see the
planes - all on a single level. Services installations - usually found at roof
level - are banished to an undercroft, freeing the roof to let in daylight. Natural lighting brings significant energy and economic advantages, but it also
adds a poetic dimension - part of a celebration of the act of flying. Ideas
pioneered at Stansted would provide the springboard for our later terminal

3. Norman Foster, Pg 60, Catalogue: Foster and Partners, Prestel, 2008
4. Pg 29, Norman Foster: Works 3, David Jenkins, Prestel, 2008
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buildings in Hong Kong and Beijing, albeit at a far larger scale.”4
In a case like this, where maximum flexibility has been achieved, focus
can then be placed on the durability of the structure. The Architect
can aim for a building with a long life-span with the reassurance that it
will not become obsolete. Instead, if need be it will be remodelled to
suit the needs of the time as our requirements change. Economically,
this is a much more viable approach, saving money and valuable resources otherwise squandered on demolition and re-building. A process that is wasteful, expensive and unsustainable.

5
5. The Terminal’s roof extends over one structural bay to form a canopy over the
set-down point. Pg. 63, Catalogue: Foster and Partners, Prestel, 2008
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Permanence.
A building’s longevity is a beneficial product of it’s flexibility, or at least,
the building’s flexibility allows for a greater life-span in our changing
society.
In his book, ‘The Architecture of the City’6, Aldo Rossi speaks about ‘Permanence’. A concept which “affects collective and individual artifacts in
the city in different ways. The two main permanences in the city are housing and monuments. With respect to the first, Rossi distinguishes between
housing and individual houses. Housing is a permanence in the city while
individual houses are not; thus, a residential district in the city may persist
as such over many centuries, while individual houses within a district will
tend to change. With respect to monuments, the relationship is opposite,
for here it is the individual artifact that persists in the city. Monuments are
defined by Rossi as primary elements in the city which are persistent and
characteristic urban artifacts.They are distinguished from housing, the other
primary element in the city, by their nature as a place of symbolic function,
and thus a function related to time, as opposed to a place of conventional
function, which is only related to use.”7
Rossi discusses the importance of urban monuments in the city: “Monuments, signs of the collective will as expressed through the principles of
architecture, offer themselves as primary elements, fixed points in the urban
dynamic.”8 These ‘fixed points’ offer a sense of place and culture to the
people. Pg. 22, The Architecture of the city…
6. The Architecture of the City, Aldo Rossi, MIT, 1982
7. Ibid. Pg. 6, Editor’s introduction by Peter Eisenmann
8. Ibid. Pg. 22
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GEORGIAN HOUSES
A building well designed from the point of view of flexibility would
avoid redundancy and demolition in the future, out-lasting buildings
designed for a very specific function and era. It is for this reason that
Georgian row houses have stayed popular for so long and continue
to be used even today. The large rooms and high ceilings make the
houses highly adaptable to modern requirements, allowing sub-divisions into smaller apartments and offices. It does this remarkably well
considering the stark differences between the domestic unit at that
time and that of today.
TEMPORARY/DISPOSABLE
Alternatively, when versatility is not an option, the building loses the
requirement for a long life-span, instead calling for an architecture of
a more temporary and disposable nature.
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Non-Flexibility.
But what happens when a building is not flexible? As specialist buildings age, they often become less relevant, getting closer and closer
to obsolescence as we change the way we live. If they lose relevance
entirely, demolition often follows and we build again. Occasionally, if
the standard of Architecture is high enough, the building is instead
modified or altered in some way, allowing for a new use but often
betraying the original concept. A prime example of this phenomenon
is the former TWA Terminal in John F. Kennedy Airport in New York.
Built in 1962, “...[The Trans World Airlines Terminal] is still one of the bestknown and most beloved airport buildings in the world, even though it is
(temporarily) out of service. The building did for TWA what the Saint Louis
Arch, which was still a dream on paper at the time, would eventually do
for Saint Louis- give it a powerful symbol. But it was one thing to create a
memorable monument with no other purpose than commemoration and
quite another to design a complicated new type of public building as a powerful expression of the activity it was built to house.Yet that is what Saarinen
managed to do while making a workable terminal that was “all one thing”
as he thought all buildings should be”9 - Pg 205 Eero Saarinen, Phaidon
Press, Jayne Merkel
“The terminal incorporated many new ideas that became standard practice. At check-in, passengers were separated from their baggage, which was
taken to the planes on the ground level while the people took moving sidewalks to distant boarding rooms in ‘fingers.’ those arriving retrieved luggage
from moving carousels, another new idea. Incoming passengers arrived in
9. Pg. 205, Eero Saarinen, Jayne Merkel, Phaidon, 2005
10. Ibid. Pg. 209
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one wing, outgoing passengers left through the other; and everyone gathered in the exuberant, vaulted, two-story lobby.”10
At the time of commission, commercial airports were a relatively
novel building type, understandably leading to a number of teething
problems. Saarinen’s office spent considerable time developing a programme. They “began looking for the form and the plan of the terminal
in February 1956, by collecting data on planes and passengers, touring
existing terminals with notebooks and stopwatches in hand, arranging plane
positions on a plan of the tight wedge-shaped site [though the jet age was
only beginning, TWA needed fourteen jet-sized docks] and conferring with
planners from TWA and people at the Port of New York Authority who
would operate Idlewild.’ They also studied activities that ranged from the
way planes taxied to the gate to the manners in which passenger parking
areas worked - everything that would affect the experience of travelers and
the management of the terminal. In the end, they produced a terminal with
a “smooth and luxurious switch from ground transportation to planes.”11
However, due to the rapidly changing nature of the commercial aviation industry, revisions had to be made to the building before long.
With increasing regulations and security protocols, the open, simple
layout became encumbered with machinery and gates. In 2001, with
the sale of Trans World Airlines to American Airlines, the terminal
building became disused. In 2008 a new, much larger terminal building was built for JetBlue Airways to the rear of the Saarinen building,
connected by two tunnels. The Saarinen building, no longer adequate
to serve the needs of a modern airport terminal, will act simply as an
entrance lobby to the new JetBlue terminal behind.
In a similar way, the O’Flaherty House by Robin Walker in Kinsale, Co.
Cork may suffer a alteration in the near future. The current owners,
finding the house too small to meet the needs of their young family,
11. Ibid. Pg. 206
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wish to extend that which is a protected structure and have hired
Simon Walker, son of the original architect to assist them.

Conclusion.
The argument exists of course that these examples of ‘great’ Architecture should be preserved in their original state and open to the
public as museums in order to allow everyone to see the Architect’s
full intent. Too often, though, this involves limited access to the building and frequent notices to keep off the furniture - hardly a good way
to experience the Architecture as it was originally intended!
Indeed, the only way to properly experience Architecture is to use it
for the purpose it was intended - to analyse the record of life at the
time it was designed. When speaking about Architecture, Frank Lloyd
Wright said “I know that Architecture is life; or at least it is life itself taking
form and therefore it is the truest record of life as it was lived in the world
yesterday, as it is lived today or ever will be lived. So architecture I know to
be a Great Spirit.”
Following this idea, non-flexible, permanent architecture acquires a
new purpose in its old age: A record of life in the past. We can learn
so much more about the architect and their intentions from a physical building than from an archive of drawings alone. In this case then,
it would seem wrong to alter a remarkable building simply because it
fails to meet the requirements of today.
In the design process, architects need to consider carefully the in-
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tended life-span of their buildings. The decision of whether it be temporary or permanent architecture is a fundamental one, affecting all
areas of the project. While temporary structures may be faster to
erect, cheaper to build and address the requirements of the brief in a
more specialised way, they fall obsolete relatively quickly, becoming a
less economical and sustainable solution in the long run.
Walter Gropius also looks at the idea of occupation, use, inhabitation
and function as seen in the mind of the Architect and the general public in his book ‘Scope of Total Architecture’:
“The architect should conceive buildings not as monuments but as receptacles for the flow of life which they have to serve, and that his conception
must be flexible enough to create a background fit to absorb the dynamic
features of our modern life.”12
The architect must consider future uses for the building and how it
may need to change to adapt to the new requirements.They must give
thought to the many aspects of our society that are subject to change:
technology, infrastructure, environmental issues, our economy and the
domestic unit. Allowing for these factors will increase the life-span of
the building, providing a more sustainable solution to the problem of
obsolescence and reducing the need for demolition.

12. Architect-Servant or Leader?, Scope of Total Architecture, Walter Gropius,
Harper, 1943
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AN ISLAND CONCEPT
tourism, economy and landscape in
Inis Meain, Aran Islands.

Aislilng Joyce,

PROLOGUE

islands, all eager to experience this renowned island culture for themselves.

economy is falling into recession and relying on an unstable tourist trade is
curtail the problems brought about by these developments the islanders
proach to support their economy. A more sustainable environment leads to

of architecture and economy. To deal with such diversity as the islands and
their culture represent is no easy task so I have decided to condense my dis
gems on the island both of which rely on the island environment for subsis
tence but on tourism for sustenance.

scape to generate income.

land environment.
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The Aran Islands
comprise a cluster of
three small islands,
Inis Mór (Big Island),
Inis Meáin (Middle
Island) and Inis Oírr
(East Island) situated
in a north-westerly to
south-easterly direcGalway Bay, West Irl.

ONE:
“Ireland raised to the power of two.”
Tim Robinson
The Physical Landscape and Geography
Geologically, they are satellites of the Burren landscape where much of the
carboniferous limestone rock exposed. The islands were marooned by ma

a less harsh environment.
The Island Culture and Past Economy

obviously very hard workers, evidenced strikingly in the stone walls which
324

canvas on a
Currachs today
are made from a
laths structure,
canvas and tar.
woman carrying
seaweed for kelp

storms and sustaining a culture that would have appeared close to barbaric,

tourists, eager to experience “a brave and hardy race, industrious, and en
terprising... strangers to bigotry and intolerance.”
Present Day Economy
Tourism is undoubtedly the most import factor of the present day island
economy of Inis Meain. Although it is seasonal (only the local pub remain

the spectacular natural beauty of the landscape.

unless consciously controlled, runs the risk of destroying the very things
well known landscape of Connemara and Inis Meain. It is clear that every
corner of Connemara, mainland Galway, seems to be freighted down with

rural villages have all experienced the onslaught of developers trying (in a

homes lie vacant in the winter months, while supermarkets and car parks
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The islands however have been spared this building blitz. Fortunately,

but produce potatoes from soil made from sand and seaweed. Inis Meain

measures to support their economy. A more sustainable environment leads
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TWO: Renewable energy sources.
The three turbines are “like feathers in the hats of ladies at
the Galway races.”

ments of sunshine were interspersed by bursts of rain driven by strong At

draining through the thin layer of sandy soil or disappearing into grikes and
crevasses in the cracked surface and gushed into underground caverns only

troughs never ran dry. It is ironic that it was during this summer on an island
surrounded by vast ocean and ceaseless rain showers experienced a short
age of freshwater for the community.
tanks. There was water for two hours on Tuesday and two hours on Thurs

problem. It was this event that drove the people of Inis Meáin to look for
water.
Pol Ó Foighil, then manager of the local coop, decided that being sur

terms of energy. Hence the decision to intro
duce wind power to the island via three giant
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repay the capital costs of the system and to cover its maintenance.
windmills, on the grounds that they would destroy the natural beauty of

and clean by comparison. However, all opinions considered, the overall re
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age the unpredictable tourist industry. In fact its threatens mainland villages

A renowned company with the perseverance to withstand island de
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ing process was crushed and recycled on the island to make the structural

rounding environment.

Above: Draiocht ne bhFarraige
(magic of the sea) is a modern
passenger ferry operating to
The Aran Islands 3times daily.
Right: An extract from The
Galway Advertiser, April 9th,
2009.
330

FOUR:”

human drama.”

possessed an obvious and vital resource that is pivotal in the process of
scape. For as long as the island has been inhabited, its landscape has been

has existed for eternity, long before Aran was discovered. It has been there
as an important natural resource for animal, human and plant life.

sandy soil on the surface. Vast bare rock exposed in The Burren, Co. Clare

methods are adapted to combat this problem, almost inevitable. The issue
able?
But the islanders are resourceful. Topography can be exploited and veg
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grown to the North of the island are woven into baskets and used for car

tant exports. The money from the sale went towards buying provisions that

making.”

past was largely token, tokenism in architectural design, in landscape, in re

yet delicate resource. In doing so landscape they can, not alone preserve (at
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FIVE:
Dun Chonchuir, a prehistoric stone fort is situ
ated the highest point in the centre of the island
late structure i.e.; it consists a number of enclos

its Western side provides some natural defense.

to allow access to the parapet where the views

surround the walls, placed outside the fort to
hinder the approach of invaders. Other features
include mural steps and a number of souterrains,
hidden underground passage ways. It is suggested
that these passageways were used as a means of
escape in the case of an invasion of the fort. Its
tall rounded enclosing walls provided shelter from

Today the remains of stone walls and the ru
ins of huts on the site act as a reminder of the

Above: A view across Dun
Conchuir, showing terraced
internal walls. Photograph
facing West across Galway
Bay to Inis Mor
Below: The fort from an
aerial perspective showing
butressing and its multiple
enclosing walls
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available during the summer season.
De Blacam Suites

decided to build their home. This home however, was to incorporate a busi

architects and is inspired by its surrounding landscape. It consists simply of

to take advantage of panoramic views of the island and bay. The restau

Chonchuir in the background.
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ture. They grow their own vegetables; spinach, broad beans, peas, scallions
and onions, carrots, parsnips and radishes, fennel bulbs, rocket, lollo rosso,

and books of interest are provided instead of TV to help guests discover the

are we? What do we do? And why do we want to do it? He made a conscious
decision not to introduce foreign and unusual meals to the menus (“lasagna

brulée..
Personally, I admire this building enormously. This simple and elegant

visited of the Aran Islands, Inis Meáin is regarded “the most peaceful and
seclusion and simple way of living are what make Inis Meáin special. If this
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sure development is successfully integrated into the natural environment.

Conclusion
capsule. The islands are, and should remain, living, changing, and devel
oping places. The landscape is constantly changing and thus any idea of

understood by some as a step forward in improving the tourist economy

ing systems.

before damage becomes irreversible.
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However, no one would wish to see the island become a cultural theme
park either. Issues need to be addressed with regard to the capacity of
our landscapes to tolerate a high level of public access and infrastructure

“natural” landscape. Evidence of such problems as this is already clearly evi
dent in other parts of the developed world with regards large scale tourism.
chitecture, culture and the environment. He discussed a concept with them
whereby there could be a planning handbook for the Aran Islands devel
stayed within that framework one was almost guaranteed planning permis
sion. To prepare this book, islanders would have to study the old designs,

Personally, I think that while this may seem like a logical decision, copying
not agree that it is the correct approach. From my own family experience of

island in terms of architecture. I agree that the old buildings enhance the

light and high maintenance thatch roofs incur unnecessary costs. The plan
ning handbook should be renewed to a set of guidelines and principles re
ment.
I have read about an island in the Caribbean called Bonaire that claims
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ergy dependence and developing an energy system comprised of a wind

tainly achievable.

reliance on tourism would desecrate the culture. Why do people visit the

island in a fundamental and irreversible way. Above all, this is the last sanc
tuary from the modern world that is becoming increasing reliant on what
A thatch cottage, typical
architecture of the Aran
Islands. In the background,
limestone pavements,
stone walls and the harbor,
. In
the distant background,
The mountains of Connemara, mainland Galway
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PETROL STATION DESIGN
H&T 5/6 By Ronan Farrell

Introduction
Petrol retailing began in the United States around the
turn of the 19th century. By 1910 the principals of modern underground storage with pump and hose dispensing
had been developed and curb pumps began to appear on
the streets of every city and town in the US. (Minale, p.20)
This paper looks at some of the design implications of the
petrol station and tries to apply them to imagined situations
of world design. It looks at viewing the world in different situations, referring to ideas of branding and design of
large networks. The process involves researching the petrol
stations and discovering aspects of its design, then imagining if that design feature could be applied to a world design
situation. Using this concept the discovery of possible new
world design strategies and what that world might look
like could be applied. People are always excited by change,
constant repetition becomes boring. The idea of a network
is of interest to me, a network of stations or a network of
people and how multiple elements are connected. The idea
of world design is not about one single solution, it is more
about multiple solutions that combine to form a network of
solutions.
Since an important consideration for many petrol
retailers is the size of their networks (Shell 50,000, BP
15,000, AGIP 15,000, and Total 10,000), cost is clearly a key
factor and designs need to be practical. For this reason, an
across a whole network. Pre-stressed concrete stations once
littered Europe. In the end these stations proved too difand then too expensive to knock down. (Minale, p.13) The
Americans developed the concept of the modern petrol
station comprising four simple steel supports and a canopy.
All evolution that has happened since has been based on this
formula. When we look at recent developments in forecourt
design we cannot ignore the important part that the material Alucobond has played. It is this that has facilitated the
production of straight lines on a large scale. It is here that
it was possible to apply a curved facia in a straight line, to
project an image of quality and modernity.
Marcello Minale is a partner in the multi disciplinary
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are taken at the scale of a single building or detail, but

with illustrations of New England villages and Arcadian
countryside. But Venturi says the pictures in this book that
are supposed to be bad, he thinks are often good. The seemingly chaotic juxtapositions of honky-tonk elements express
an intriguing kind of vitality and validity, and they produce
an unexpected approach to unity as well. (Venturi p.102)
A city can be compaired to a petrol station network in
that it is the collection of individual stations that form the
identity of the petrol company and it is the collection of
buildings, signs, roads, etc, that form the identity of the city.
If we take this concept to the scale of world design it is
the combination of the character of the countries and their
interrelated cities that form the identity of the world. The
example Venturi gives in ‘Complexity and Contradiction in
ingwater is incomplete without its context - it is a fragment
of its natural setting which forms the greater whole. This
can also be expanded to the scale of the city and one could
say that New York is incomplete without the Hudson River.
Another example we can take from 911 , the twin towers
were an iconic part of the New York skyline but without
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opinion architects are not the best people to design petrol
stations since they lean towards grandiose statements not
suited to large-scale role out. There are few consultants who
have developed the skill that combines brand identity, graphics, industrial design, landscape design, retail design, signage
and most recently, multimedia design. (Minale, p.18)
In the world today, each city is designed as a number of
separate parts that combine to make the whole. As Trystan
ture is the way in which the whole is implied by exploiting
the nature of the individual parts rather than their position

them it is still New York. When compared to the petrol
station network, the petrol station is part of a network of
10,000 to 50,000 stations so it makes no difference if 1 is
removed it wont even be noticed by the majority of people.
At that scale 5000 stations of a single brand could be
removed before you might notice any difference, and as stations are spread over a few different countries, on a world
scale thousands of stations of one brand could be removed
from one country and the same brand could still exist in
numbers in another. Petrol stations can grow and shrink
as required, they are part of an organic network that can
World design requires organic movement of infrastructure
and population connected to resources where necessary and
the mobility to relocate when resources are low or need to
regenerate. The city could be designed as a network of connected nodes rather than a single high density core. World

brand. The new Shell RVI (Retail Visual Identity) stations
were designed to meet the same modern retail standards
which people have come to expect from the high street.
The design follows a generic industrial format in terms of
materials, shapes and the practical presentation of the environment. Simple shapes and forms, together with a clear
sage and help to counterbalance the scale of sites and the
core strengths so that whilst modernizing the sites, the
inherent warmth of the Shell brand has not been lost. The
organic curve of the pecten is echoed in the curves of the
monolith, with key signs and in particular on the canopy
edge. These curves minimise the masculine preconceptions
of the petrol station forecourt. (Minale, p.46)
The prime sign is the principle element of brand
municating important site information. It is a very effective, functional yet minimal design. It is available in a wide
range of variants, all of which use common elements. This
achieves consistency in appearance as well as minimizing
manufacturing costs. (Minale, p.49)
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Signs
From the dawn of mankind , humans have used symbols
to communicate. These symbols were used to create signs to
warning and even commercial messages. Many symbols used
in signs became universally known, signs for churches for
example, such as the Christian cross. (yescozette oct. 2008
signs)

‘The Middle Eastern bazaar contains no signs; the Strip in
works through proximity. Along its narrow aisles, buyers feel
and smell the merchandise, and the merchant applies explicit
oral persuasion. In the narrow streets of the medieval town,
although signs occur, persuasion is mainly through the sight
and smell of the real cakes through the doors and windows
of the bakery. On any main street, shop-window displays
for pedestrians along the sidewalks and exterior signs, perpendicular to the street for motorists, dominate the scene
of the city for example Time square in New York is a collection of signs that form part of the brand of the city. In
enormous Chippendale highboy, is visible on the highway
before the motel itself. This architecture of styles and signs
is anti-spatial; it is an architecture of communication over
space; communication dominates space as an element in
the architecture and in the landscape. (Venturi et al, p.4)
As in petrol stations the sign that represents the brand is
more important than the building it relates to. People today
recognise the brand name of a hotel more than the building, for example they would know the quality and price
range connected to the brand of Hotel more so than the
spaces designed in a particular Hotel. How does the sign
relate to world design? The sign represents a brand and is
recognized across different countries and continents, the
sign is a connector that connects cultures, by introducing a
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separate and represents the whole, the road sign is designed
to relate to people travelling by car. Its scale and orienta-

two countries become connected through a common brand
connector. The branded sign is also a cultural saturator, it
serves to water down the identity of a culture, as all cultures
gradually become watered down, world design becomes
more apparent.
brand , all countries look the same, the single brand serves
ed, the French would no longer feel obliged to buy Citroen
cars, there would be no brand conscious teenagers checking
the labels and logos on their clothes, there would be no longer economic competitiveness between companies, and no
overproduction to saturate markets. The single brand no
longer requires a logo or sign it does not need advertisement
or persuasion to increase sales, as sales are inevitable because
of the necessity for each individual product.
to the minor architecture of wedding chapels and sauna
baths. Compare the national and general sign imagery of
back and forth between artists and sign makers. It would
trace parallels with historical architecture that emphasizes
association and symbolism, such as Romanticism, Eclecticism, Manerism, and the iconographic aspects of Gothic
(Venturi et al, p.52)This shows the complex interrelation of
different categories in relation to their style and function. I
as general. I think this is because they are part of a network
of thousands of stations and that through repetition the
sign becomes increasingly familiar therefore is described as
general. If all casinos were under a single brand they would
also become increasingly familiar and would be described
as general. The casinos are all competing on the strip for
each casino. Petrol stations are also branded to compete
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for economic advantage, By design, they are to appeal to a
of the curve to soften the appearance of the fore court, give
it more of a high street feel. Imagine a strip where all the
different brands of petrol stations were laid out next to each
other, the signs generally would be of a similar shape and
size but would change in colour to each individual colour
combination that relates to its associated brand of petrol.

of duality and unity, derived from the existing composition
of the building. In its extension across the whole front the
sign encourages unity; yet in its division of colors - blue on
the right and yellow on the left-it points up the duality of
the original building. In the continuity of the punched letters
on white plastic, continuity across is reestablished. (Venturi
p.112) The cup similarly attracts the eye by being unifying
and disrupting at once. With it the sign evolves from two
dimensions to three, so that it can be seen by pedestrians as
sides, are alternately blue and yellow and change visually as
you move past them. At night the letters become translucent
white light, and the cup was to have been outlined in neon.
The bold scale of the letters is appropriate to their advertising function. And the division of the word plays up the
duality and catches the eye reluctant to read advertisements.
(Venturi p.113)
The sign is more than a group of letters to be read and
understood, for example a road sign points you to where
you need to go but the sign by default will always become
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each station the only difference is the colour coding and
name of the seller.
The importance of the sign design is outlined in the
Renovation of Restaurant in West Philadelphia by Venturi
and Short, 1962 (Venturi p.111)This is an interesting project
where the architect designs the style and feel of the restaurant in order to attract a targeted customer. The branding
and logo are as important as the spatial layout, the brand
name is also used internally to establish a desired feel in the
dining area. It is the description of the external sign that I

thought and consideration by the designer, or it may be a result of what can be cheaply manufactured. Either way, it will
become connected and form part of the character and feel
of its surroundings. A distinguishable smell can also be a
sign, for example intentional or not you usually know when
from the cooking. The careful consideration of the colours
used is also an important factor in the design of signs and
retailer in any category with 38,000 branded outlets outside
as a whole. Brand image is always important but particularly
given the competitiveness of the market. In a market where
the products are very similar, design can tip the balance.
Shell needed a design which traveled well and was instantly
recognizable. (Minale, p.49)
The ultimate power tool in design is colour. The psychological impact of colour transcends all media. Successful sign designers use colour to create desired responses
legibility, grab attention and evoke emotional responses. In
the sign industry, colour is always an issue. (yescozette oct.
2006 color) The redesign of Shell petrol stations in 1990
and visual identity manual designed by Sampson Tyrell
demonstrates the importance of colour in the design. The
primary colours of red and yellow are strong branding tool
and in combination are unique to Shell in this sector. Red
and yellow are very powerful, particularly together. Howwere harsh and industrial. The new red and yellow are more
warm and friendly. The extensive use of white enhances
and offsets the red and yellow and helps to provide a clean,
consumer friendly environment. The secondary colour grey,
which harmonizes with the yellow, red and white, contributes to the colour balance and is very good for surfaces
prone to wear and tear. The colours are also used to identify
services on site. Red with yellow is used for shopping and
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signage. Grey with yellow denotes car services and blue with
yellow the car wash. (Minale, p.50)
The impact of colour on our cities and towns is a result
of the retail outlets and companies that are located in them.
World design could address this in that each location could
have its own brand relating to the colours used in that particular location. The colours could become part of the character of the people and the place. This would give people
more of a connection with the area in which they live. In

4)

and continuity is lost in the signage. If the signage in the city
the streets being the forecourt of the multiple individual
attention is being diverted by the constant bombardment
from advertising and brands competing for their attention.
For the world design concept the care and detail which was
put into the development of the Shell RVI station design,
would be applied at a city level. Thus making the city a more
attractive and social place for people to live in.
Architects have neglected colour as a design tool.
Perhaps they have been too concerned with spatial planing
brands have taken over the public spaces in the cities and architects still fail to notice this, and they continue to look for
a new design style. Of course, any new design style would be
quickly lost by the advertising and branding that would be
placed on and around it. Architectural books abstract single
buildings from different areas and put them side by side,
identify similarities and call it a style. The style does not exist
objects that surround them. (See image 1 & 2)
Style
The style of petrol stations has been greatly overlooked
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the logos and signage of the companies and retail outlets
that were to locate in that city. This would reintroduce
culture variations and make the world a more diverse and
interesting place. Colour is already a part of the character
of certain cities such as the yellow taxis in New York (see image

in terms of numbers they are probably more successful than
any of the so called categorized styles such as Gothic, or
Modern. They fall under the category that architects generally tend to ignore, as something they are not involved in.
Perhaps this is because they are usually not involved and as
Minale suggests they are not suitable because they tend to
lean towards grandiose statements not suited to large-scale
role out. (Minale, p.18)But architects such as Gropious and
city for three million. With this they were trying to create
a complete ideal that could be rolled out as a way of living
as well as a style, a complete social system included as part
and architects and architecture schools are still dwelling on
the idea that this could be possible or that there could be a
solution. Style in reality is organic, in the sense that it will
always be a combination of previous designs and trends.
This is because the previous style still exists along side the
styles build up in a random order more by chance than by
outcome for a site will depend on the architect at the time
and his particular preference or source of inspiration, along
with the acceptance of the design by the client. This can be
compaired to petrol station design evolution, because, as
part of a new design or logo being implemented across the
ted station will still remain the same. Style evolves at its own
pace and is out of the control of any one architect. Style is
in a constant random evolution process. Take for example
a proposal in the style of a Mondrian painting where the
black steel columns protrude through the canopy, and the
canopy is black lines on a white background with some
sections coloured in red, yellow or blue as you would see in
a Mondrian painting. As this design was rejected by the BP
personnel it was never implemented and BP is now known
as green with yellow text. This example can be compaired to
every building that has been built. A choice over the design
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at some point will have been made.
The architectural evolution of the petrol station of styles
through the ages, as outlined by Minale are as follows, 1920
Barn, 1920 Arches, 1925 Columns, 1930 Palladium, 1935
Deco, 1935 Constructivist, 1936 Twin, 1940 Tiled, 1960
Angled, 1962 Inverted V, 1963 Batwing, 1970 V wing (See
image 3), 1970 Angled nosing, 1970 Mushrooms, 1989 Curved
nosing, 2000 Umbrellas. Notably, very little has changed

and shape of the canopy is unique to Repsol so if the design
them to sell some stations to another brand, it would be too
expensive because the new brand would need to construct
Norman Foster design would be considered as a duck where
most stations would be inexpensive sheds with signs.
Material
The material of petrol stations can be categorized under
the construction of the petrol station. The second and the
one which is more common today is where the material used
to identify the brand of the petrol station is used. These two
contrasting built forms also represent two ideas on culture
and globalization. The vernacular idea is what the architect
Alvar Alto believed architects had an ethical duty to create.
civilizations is a recurring, indeed frequently the dominant,
theme of most of his later articles and lectures. Alto wrote
in 1947, ‘American literature is radical, it is striving to show
us the reign of terror of industrial production over the little
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tion designed by Chermayeff & Geismar and built in the
early 1970s, it is interesting to note the striking similarities
between this and the latest station designed by Norman Foster for Repsol. The structure at Newark international airport
is also very similar to the canopy design by Norman Foster.
(Minale, p.12) Similarities between styles are always going
to happen by default. A problem with the Foster design is

the product of the craftsman. In contrast to, the steel and
alucobond that is rolled out across a large network and mass
produced on the assembly line of the technological civilization.
Alto in his initial enthusiasm for Functionalism, accepted
with apparent equanimity, that craftsmen would inevitably
that the building site will become a railroad yard. He clung
on to the belief that it must be possible to humanize technology. For Alto, architecture was always a form of mediation: between man and nature, in the struggle for existence,
and technologies of a mass society. (Weston, p.148)
World design must allow for a variety of forms of construction. One form may be dominant at one particular time
and the other suppressed but it is important for the development of an interesting society/societies to have a shifting
between various forms and ideas. With Alto, the interest is
between one thing and another.
Future
As we approach the end of the oil age it is inevitable that
we will see a change in the gas station. The way we fuel our
transport is going to change, but what effect will the change
of fuel have on the gas/petrol station. One possible solution is the electric car and the recharging station. A recent
article in Newsweek magazine interviewed Shai Agassi about
his new venture, Better Place, he plans to jump-start the
structure- cars, recharge stations and more - from scratch.
Governments in Israel, Denmark, northern California and
elsewhere have signed on.
The approach of the company Better Place is interesting.
As they look at the problem of transport from a different
perspective than the automotive sector has in the past. In
the past they looked at it from how to build a car. Better
Place looked at it from the perspective of how to run an
entire country without oil. The infrastructure is a combination of a massive amount of charge spots and the ability to
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provides electricity, a battery exchange for your electric car,
broadband to the surrounding area, mobile phone and TV
signals, and organic food production and food market.
The architecture group Superstudio had a idea for a
architectural led order in their project ‘The Continious
are convinced that architecture is one of the few was to
realize cosmic order on earth, to put things to order and
which all architecture will be created with a single act, from
a single design capable of clarifying once and for all the
motives which have induced man to build dolmens, menhirs,
pyramids, and lastly to trace a white line in the desert. The
emerging from a single continuous environment: the world
rendered uniform by technology, culture and all the other
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They have coordinated with car manufactures so that their
infrastructure will be in place when the cars hit the market.
The second change is that the car and the battery, ownership
wise, have to be separated. The third change is the business
model. You buy the commute by miles, and commute miles
include the battery, the electricity, access to the network and
battery switching (Newsweek).
World design could be addressed by the reassigning of
ownership of land and objects to develop a new system
for living. Reforming the way communities and cultures
interrelate in the future. The ownership of living accommodation and land could be separated, The citizen could
own the house and the objects it contains and the state or
development company could maintain the ownership of the
land and the infrastructure. In a similar way to the electric
cars and the company Better Place which provides the
infrastructure. You could pay for the connection of your
house to the network that provides electricity, water, waste
management and internet connection. Imagine the petrol
station becoming a network of infrastructure that allows you
to plug in your house as well as your car. Also, the network
that provides all the basic needs for citizens to feed off and

The future of petrol stations could be as a network for
organizing the elements civilizations require must be capable
of adopting multiple forms. A typology of organized disorder. A single system capable of taking on multiple forms
in adapting to new technologies, climates, cultures and

architecture that appreciates the diversity of the world, its
cultures and environments. The favorite colour is multi
ments of work, rest and play in a multiple possible array of
Conclusion
Petrol stations are a part of a continuously changing
world and an interesting reference point in studying how we
perceive it, and imagine ways we might shape it. The signs
that are an overpowering element within our environment.
Signs that display the worlds branding, constantly bombardcancer that has taken over our public space. Architectural
style is organic, styles build up in a random orders in differpart that serves to make up the whole. Material choice
an ideal ,one represents technology and the other, as Alto
organization and ownership, establishing a system that has
multiple solutions.
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1- Schroder house by Gerrit Reitveld

2- Schroder house by Gerrit Reitveld

2- 1970’s ‘V’ Wing
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4- Stephen Wiltshire Drawing of NY

5- Ed Ruscha Painting

6- Roadside Station
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7- Typical Station today

8- Station with Branding modified

9- Station by Mies van der Rohe
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INTRODUCTION
“All things good of this earth flow into the city”
Pericles of Athens, around 450 BC
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‘Population increasing in wrong places, planners told’1
A8IZXFNVTUNBLFJUNPSFBUUSBDUJWFGPSQFPQMFUPMJWFJOBQBSUNFOUT2
A5BLFNFIJHIFS3
A"WJMMBHFBUBDSPTTSPBET4
A7PDBUJPOGPSSFHFOFSBUJPO5
A)JHIOPPOGPSVSCBOIJHISJTFJUhTTUPSFZTPSOPOFBUBMM6
A1SBJTFGPSOFXhMBOENBSLhUPXFSJO$PSL
A/FXUIPVHIUTPOIJHISJTFT8
A5PQ&VSPQFBOQMBOOFShBTUPOJTIFEhCZSVSBMIPVTJOHTQSBXM9
A$JUZDPVODJMVOWFJMTQMBOTGPSTUPSFZUPXFS10
A(PWFSONFOUQSPQPTBMUPFODPVSBHFXPSLJOHGSPNIPNF11
A1MBOTGPSDJUZTVCWFSUFECZIFJHIUBSHVNFOUT12

A

bove are only tasters of some of the many headlines regarding our Irish
‘cities’ that have been making appearances in our national papers over the last two
years. It is evident that the debate surrounding urban planning and land usage in
Ireland is an ongoing one. At present Ireland is a country full of ‘doughnut cities’
i.e. cities where the most rapid growth (including high-rise apartments) is occurring
around the fringes. The ideal image is the one present in most European cities today…
‘A cup-cake city’. That is; a city who’s skyline rises in the centre and falls away at the
edges. Due to the shape our cities have taken over the last few decades, the population
densities in Ireland’s ‘cores’ are extremely low; resulting in urban sprawl, long commutes, rising house prices, congestion, poor public transport and a poorer quality of
life. Our cities are empty while our countryside is being eaten up at an alarming rate.
Marc Coleman writes in ‘The Best is yet to Come’,AɥFSFBMJUZJTUIBUQPPSVSCBOBOETQB
UJBMQMBOOJOHIBTMFEUPBTJUVBUJPOXIFSF*SFMBOEGFFMTGVMM FWFOUIPVHIJUJTIBMGFNQUZ 13
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1
POPULATION = DESTINY
Population plays a huge part in the growth of a city and the formation of
its aesthetic character. Ireland’s population is thinly spread and regions lack critical
mass. The formation of ‘cities’ in Ireland is failing. Instead, most Irish towns are
closer to being described as loosely connected villages than urban centres. It is only
Dublin that is shaping up to be a ‘city’ by European standards. It is hard to believe
that before the Great Famine of 1941 Ireland’s population was above 8 million,
while now it stands at 6 million with 4.2 million living in the republic.1 While the
living conditions in the 1800’s were of the most part below what we would consider
quality standards, our country today seems unable to deal with, or accommodate
the present population. A population that is just about two-thirds its previous size!
The question, which stands, is: why hasn’t Ireland’s population recovered over the
decades? Finland experienced a similar epidemic in 1886, however, it’s population
soon bounced back.2 Ireland should be able to manage much more than 6 million and
with the population predicted to rise to 9 million in the republic by 20503, serious
thought needs to be put into effective urban planning. Sean O’Laoire of the Irish
firm ‘MurrayO’Laoire Architects’ wrote:i)BSOFTTJOHUIFQPXFSPGQPQVMBUJPOSFQSFTFOUT
PVS HSFBUFTU PQQPSUVOJUZ UP SFNFEJBUF PVS FOWJSPONFOU BOE TIBSF UIF NBOZ CFOFëUT PG
TDBMFw 4

DO WE CALL THEM VILLAGES, TOWNS OR CITIES?

As the population of inner city areas, such as Dublin’s Crumlin and Dun
Laoighaire, falls, the populations in dormer towns far from Dublin City centre rise
dramatically. Instead of being built densely in the centre of a city, apartments are
springing up around its edges, beyond decent public transport and in areas devoid
of any possibilities to socialize without using a car. That is just in Dublin. Instead
of focused, clustered urban development around key cities like Dublin, Cork, Gal361
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way, Limerick and Sligo, Ireland is suffering the population equivalent of the measles; a messy proliferation of hundreds of small blotches describes our population
growth. As well as having the lowest population density in the EU outside Scandinavia, Ireland also has the third lowest share of population living in cities. (60%)5
Other countries spread their urban population evenly between several large cities while Ireland suffers from a severe urban population inequality. Dublin holds
one-quarter of the state’s population and a half of its urban population. What is
left is spread between population centers that most Europeans would have difficulty recognizing as cities. At the time of the 2006 census Dublin city had 506,211
inhabitants but when its sprawling hinterland was added, it rose to 1.2 million!
Cork is the second biggest ‘city’ in the Republic of Ireland even though it only
has 120,000 occupants. This is just one-fifth the size of Dublin. Galway, Limerick
and Waterford, the only other recognized ‘cities’ in the Census had populations
of 72,414, 52,539 and 45,748 respectively.6 In other words, the metropolitan areas of Ireland’s second, third, fourth, and fifth cities, when put together would still
not exceed metropolitan Dublin! At present Ireland seems to have only one ‘city'.
The larger the concentration of population; the richer the diversity of
employment opportunities. This is not happening in Ireland. Our country is full
of small ‘villages.’ The economy of a local village can sustain enough demand for a
shopkeeper, a hairdresser, a pub owner, a local doctor and perhaps a mechanic but
it cannot sustain jobs for computer programmers, engineers, architects, designers
or legal consultants. Cities can! The mixture of people with diverse and complementary skills and perspectives is the key to economic growth. Economic clusters attract high quality workers. These areas become attractive business locations; areas
that need to be located in well-defined areas, that is, in decently sized cities. The
low population density in Ireland has led to problems such as rises in the average
cost of public transport, lack of adequate hospitals, schools, postal services, proper
broadband coverage etc… Over the last ten years or so as the Celtic Tiger roared,
the government promoted increases in population in the smaller towns of Ireland.
The vast majority of jobs were being created in Dublin, Limerick, Galway, Cork and
Waterford. The housing prices rose in these urban cores to heights that were far too
expensive for the average working Irishman. As a result the younger generations
of Ireland were forced to live in these small towns that had not yet been properly
connected to cities by road, rail or broadband making it impossible to live without
a car. People have been banished from our cities by high prices and long commutes!
Compared with almost any other prosperous and moderately populated European
country, Ireland’s cities and towns contain too few people. The needed focus on
densification is absent. We need to realize the full potential of our land – especially
in urban areas where it floats in the air above our heads.
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Source: Central Statistics Office, Statistical Yearbook of Ireland

What if Ireland was as Densely Populated as....?
Source: Central Statistics Office, 2006 Census; UN Population Estimates 2002
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2
BOSTON OR BERLIN?
Irish people need to decide how they want to live. It is becoming impractical to continue to live the way we do. Most citizens travel long distances to
work for the sacrifice to live in affordable housing. More people travel to cities
than the number living in them. Less than half of Dublin’s inhabitants live in the
area formally known as Dublin City. Instead of drawing people closer to our urban centers we are pushing them away. The truth is that many people don’t want
to live in cities. Land prices are too expensive, the property market is too competitive and it isn’t the most ideal place to raise a family. The quite, country life
is more appealing. Nonetheless, sprawl is creating masses of concrete jungles
in the suburbs, which do not offer the same services as our cities. These residential areas are too far from the city to enjoy what is to offer, and no longer small
enough to be charming rural towns. Marc Coleman believes: ‘Our present approach
UPVSCBOJ[BUJPOJTEFTUSPZJOHDPVOUSZMJGF1 Is it time to change our attitude to living?

BERLIN AND PRENZLAUER BERG
An ongoing national debate, ‘Boston or Berlin’2 has adapted another meaning over the last few years. The debate, which was begun by former Tanaiste of Ireland; Mary Harney in 2000, addresses the issue of how we want to live as individuals.
The debate raged over whether Ireland’s economy should emulate social democratic
Germany or the robust capitalism of the United States. Mary Harney was keen to
stress her commitment to tax cutting, pro-enterprise policies and to mirror the
American model of individualism and the free market.3 The debate entitled ‘Boston
or Berlin’ can be viewed as having a very different subject matter. It has the ability
to raise the question of how we want our Irish cities to be shaped and how we want
them to look.
Should we follow the great American cites such as New York, Boston or Chicago with their high-rise, high-density urban quarters? Or should we follow a more
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Boston
Skyline

Prenzlauer
Berg,
Berlin

subtle approach such as a European city like Prenzlauer Berg in Berlin with its spacious, well-designed living zones and not a skyscraper in sight?
Prenzlauer Berg is a district located a few kilometers north of Berlin’s city
center. It was developed during the second half of the 19th century. Its development
was based on an urban planning design from 1862 by James Hobrecht, the so-called
‘Hobrecht Plan’ for Berlin. Envisioned as a working-class district, its tenement houses were mainly inhabited by intellectuals, artists, and students in the former German
Democratic Republic. Since German reunification, it’s housing has, for the most part
been renovated. This and rising property values led to more affluent residents moving into some areas of the borough. Today Prenzlauer Berg is one of the most popular districts in Berlin. Spacious and well designed with good facilities and plenty of
green space and playgrounds, it is a district dominated by apartment blocks, homes
that few Irish people would ever consider raising families in. Full of countless pubs,
restaurants, cafes, trendy boutiques galleries and little shops Prenzlauer Berg is a focal point of Berlin’s art scene. All retail and services occupy the ground floors of the
spacious well designed 6-7 storey blocks, resulting in all inhabitants finding most of
the things they need within a kilometre radius of their dwellings, allowing them to
sustain a meaningful and high-quality existence. The majority of the residents are
young due to the area’s hip and vibrant characteristics. As a result, a ‘baby boom’
has occurred in Prenzlauer Berg in recent years. The well-designed, family friendly
district with its excellent public transport and facilities has encouraged this growth
in population.4

TRADITION V’S NEW
After Le Corbusier’s first visit to America in the 1930’s his wrote the book
‘When the Cathedrals were White – a journey to the country of timid people.’ In it
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he describes the skyscrapers of New York as being “UPPTNBMM” and “not rational”. He
believed that there were far too many skyscrapers in New York and that those, which
didn’t fulfil certain functions were diseases within the city.5 The skyscraper was to
fulfil a certain degree of capacity and was to have an appropriate amount of free
ground space at its base. He felt New York was infected with many diseases. The skyscraper is a iXPOEFSGVMJOTUSVNFOUPGDPODFOUSBUJPO UPCFQMBDFEJOUIFNJETUPGWBTUPQFO
TQBDFTɥFEFOTJUZJOUIFTLZTDSBQFSBOEUIFGSFFBSFBBUUIFGPPUPGUIFTLZTDSBQFSDPO
TUJUVUFBOJOEJTTPMVCMFGVODUJPOɥFPOFXJUIPVUUIFPUIFSJTBDBUBTUSPQIFɥBUJTXIBU
/FX:PSLIBTBSSJWFEBUw6 The population of New York at the time was rising, along
with the city’s traffic and the city was lacking open spaces, becoming over crowded
with high-rise. The spacing of buildings was not in Corbusier’s eyes, sufficient. This
has happened to many of the high-rise buildings in Ireland. The relationship with
the ground, the street and the urban context has not been considered and their main
reason for construction was not to solve urban density issues but to create gaudy
‘iconic’ images on the skyline. The Clarion in Limerick is a good example of this.

i8IBUBSFXFJOPVSìBUDJUJFT 8IBUJTPVSSFTQPOTFUPUIFTLZTDSBQFSTPG.BO
IBUUBO w Upon returning to his home city of Paris after his visit to America, Corbusier realised that the USA had grown up and he tried to come to terms with this
progression in relation to the city of Paris. The French response at the time, to the
American skyscrapers seemed to be present in places like Versailles with its palace,
the commune district of Fontainebleau with its Chateau de Fontainebleau, and the
former Parisian province of Touraine (known for its number of chateaux such as
Chenonceaux and Chambord.)8 Even still, Europe was quickly being thrust aside as
it remained ‘flat’ in comparison to the new and prodigious architectural events that
were occurring ‘across the pond’. Paris was and still is a completely different city to
that of New York or any of the other American cities. Le Corbusier felt however, that
“1BSJTJTHPPE OPUCFDBVTFPGJUTEJNFOTJPOT XIJDIBSFSBUIFSTNBMM PSBUMFBTUNJOJNVN 
CVUUISPVHIUIFIBSNPOZXIJDIFYJTUTJODFSUBJOPGJUTVSCBOFMFNFOUTGPSNUIFTNBMMFTU
EFUBJMUPUIFFOTFNCMFBHBJOTUUIFTLZw9 Could the skyscrapers of the new world have
been too much, too extravagant, ignorant, perhaps? The building boom of the 1920’s
in America could be viewed by some as an explosion of uncontrolled youth, of greed,
of unchained power and glory. European cities did not grow vertically as fast as the
US possibly due to an inner battle between the traditional and the new. America was
the new world. Chicago, New York and Boston were the new cities that weren’t tied
down from centuries of traditions of living and building methods. One of Europe’s
feet was stuck in the thick ground of the past while the other foot was longing to be
in the air looking for a place to set itself down. Perhaps good architecture lies not
in the gigantic forms of the high-rise family but lies in the smaller things such as
the finish details of the Parisian houses or the carefully designed narrow streets of
Paris?
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PARIS AND THE BUILDING BAN
An interesting thing has happened to Paris in recent years. In 1973 the
infamous Tour Montparnasse was completed. Paris’ first skyscraper stood at
210m (689ft, 59 floors) becoming the second tallest structure in the city after the
Eiffel Tower.10 During it’s construction the tower was very popular as it symbolised a new and modern Paris. After its completion views on the new addition to
the city changed very quickly when the public realised how much it intruded the
skyline. Its simple architecture, gigantic proportions and monolithic appearance
were criticised for being out of place in Paris’s urban landscape and, as a result,
two years after its completion, the construction of skyscrapers in the city centre
was banned, putting a height limit of 37m on buildings.11 As a result, a generation of towers began to grow in La Defence, a major business district outside Paris.
Today it contains 72 glass-and-steel slick buildings including 14 high-rises above
150 metres (490 ft).12 The Parisians on the other hand still remain steadily opposed to skyscrapers. In their eyes, high-rise towers are synonymous with New
York or Shanghai and would be a blot on the unique urban landscape designed
by the French civic planner; Baron Georges Eugene Haussmann in the 1860’s.
In July of 2008 the ban on high-rise in Paris was lifted as officials became eager
to rejuvenate the city.13 What quickly followed was a list of designs for potential
new and modern ‘landmarks’ for the city. One such design is ‘Projet Triangle” by
Herzog and De Meuron to be located in Porte de Versailles in southern Paris. The
initial plan was for a 180m-high building, making it the third tallest in Paris, after the 325m Eiffel Tower and the 210m Montparnasse Tower. Mr Herzog, however, said that he wanted to add a few more floors to reach 211m “just so we can
CFBU .POUQBSOBTTFw.14 The glass pyramid will become a ‘vertical city’ and will provide housing, office space, a hotel etc…. The Paris Council hope to overtake rivals such as London, Berlin and Barcelona as Europe’s most vibrant metropolis
through their decision to scrap the law of height limits in the city. We are beginning to witness the greed and competitiveness, which existed in America at the
time of the high-rise boom. Will the character of our European cities be lost in the
search for the world’s tallest building? At present 63% of Parisians are opposed to
the giant triangle comparing it to something only worthy of Vegas or Disneyland.

View of Paris swkyline from Tour Montparnasse
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View of 5PVS.POUQBSOFTTF with Paris’ high-rise districts in the background

Propsed Projet Triangle - Herzog and DeMeuron
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The Dublin skyline may need to contain elements of both Prenzlauer Berg
and Boston. It may also need the attention to detail, which Le Corbusier spoke of
when describing Paris. The idea of skyscraper apartments spanning our cities is a
bit too – farfetched and while urban designs such as Berlin’s districts may work in
the smaller towns of Ireland, it is hard to imagine it working in a fast growing city
such as Dublin. Achieving the density dividend (i.e., the larger the concentration of
population, the richer the diversity of employment opportunities) doesn’t necessarily require ‘Boston skylines’. But, if Irish citizens are to be able to buy affordable
property within reasonable distance of family, friends and work then we have to
accept that we need to increase the density of our urban quarters and discover new
ways of living, moving away from the traditional ‘house and back garden scenarios.’
It is ironic that our dislike of urban centers stems from a belief that rural living is
a good thing and that urbanization threatens it. Rural living is a good thing; it is
free from the stereotypical stresses and strains that are believed to come with city
life. Far from threatening rural life, urbanization enhances it by ensuring that cities
grow within their limits, through building up, rather than out, thus protecting rural
areas from urban sprawl. At present, many living in the more rural areas are the ones
undergoing severe stresses and strains due to long commutes and congestion. Could
the ‘city’ be the answer to a more harmonious life? With many plans for high-rise in
the pipeline, the idea of a denser city is not unimaginable, as long as the location of
such structures and their context is taken into consideration. As the famous saying
goes… ‘Location, location, location!’
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3
A METROPOLIS FOR TOMORROW

Below are two very similar descriptions of first impressions of the new world of
New York in the 1920’s.
i"HJHBOUJDNBTTPGIFBWFOBTTBJMJOHBSDIJUFDUVSFyPOFTIFBSUCFBUTRVJDLFS
TVDIJTUIFTFOTBUJPOPGHSFBUQPXFSJOUIFCVJMEFSTPGUIPTFNPOTUSPVTDMJêTPGDPODSFUF
BOETUFFMUIBUCMB[FJOUIFFWFOJOHMJHIUy)FSFJO/FX:PSLEPFTBOBDUVBMBSDIJUFDUVSF
TPBSBCPWFUIFESFBNTJNBHJOBUJWFBSUJTUTIBWFDPODFJWFEPGUIF5PXFSTPG#BCFMw
Irish poet and liberal writer, George Russell; ‘An Impression of America.’ 1

“
"UIPVTBOEGFFUPGIFJHIU JOTUPOF TUFFMBOEHMBTT TUBOEJOHVQJOUIFNBHOJëDFOUMZCMVF
TLZPG/FX:PSL JTBOFXFWFOUJOIVNBOIJTUPSZXIJDIVQUPOPXIBEPOMZBMFHFOEPO
UIBUUIFNFɥBUPGUIF5PXFSTPG#BCFMw
Le Corbusier; ‘When the Cathedrals were White’2

A study of the birth of high-rise development should guide us in our search
for the answers to Ireland’s planning problems. During the first half of the twentieth
century New York and Chicago constituted the country’s only skyscraper metropolis.
After Corbusier’s first visit to America he wrote about his impressions of the new
AWFSUJDBMDJUZof New York; i*UJTUIFëSTUUJNFUIBUNFOIBWFQSPKFDUFEBMMUIFJSTUSFOHUI
BOEMBCPSJOUPUIFTLZoBXIPMFDJUZJOUIFGSFFBJSPGUIFTLZw3 High-rise developed in
both cities due to several reasons: a rapid increase in population, increased demand
for office space, high land prices, excellent exposure for businesses, good lighting
conditions and more rentable property; similar demands and strains which exist in
our country today.4
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Many of the building techniques and designs used at the time had a profound effect on architecture in Ireland. The bold new structures with multi-storey
steel frames caught the imaginations of architects all over Europe. During the early
years of the 19th century the influence of America, especially Chicago, became apparent even in relatively modest buildings in Ireland. In 1885 one of the world’s first
skyscrapers was built in Chicago: the Home Insurance Building consisting of ten stories and measuring a height of 42m. The Irish journal, the Irish Builder showed that
the Irish had a very early awareness of the development of commercial architecture
in America when they published a full-page reproduction of a perspective drawing
of the Insurance Building signed by the architect William Le Baron Jenney.5It has
been noted that between the years 1886 to 1900, the Irish Builder published more
than twenty articles and illustrations of American buildings as well as many other
pieces on American subjects. In 1896 the journal published an anonymous piece entitled ‘A City of Steel’, which described many of the pioneer commercial buildings
now considered works of the Chicago School, including the Masonic Temple and the
Rookery building by Burnham and Root, the Manhattan by Le Baron Jenney and the
Tacoma by Holabird and Roche.6 It proved to be an excellent report on the new architecture of Chicago in the 1890s, discussing the ‘skeleton’ method of construction,
the fireproofing of the structural steel, the solutions to the foundation problems and
the use of elevators: all hallmarks of the early modern architecture of the Chicago
School.7
Masonic Temple Burnam & Root 1891 -92

Perspective Drawing - Home Insurance Building, Chicage, 1885;
Signed by architect William Le Baron Jenney.
Reproduced in Irish Builder, vol. 28 (15 May 1886), pg 147.
Courtesy of *SJTI"SDIJUFDUVSBM"SDIJWF
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AɥFTLZTDSBQFSJTCVJMUPGTUFFMoBTLFMFUPOXPWFOMJLFBëMJHSFFJOUIFTLZ BTQJEFSZ
UIJOH NBSWFMPVTMZ
DMFBSBOEGSFF
Le Corbusier – ‘When the Cathedrals were White’ 8

Irish architects and developers were more concerned with the aesthetics
and structural designs of the buildings of these cities rather than their overall urban
plan. One of the first buildings to be clearly influenced by the Chicago School was
the Large Buildings in Castle Place, Belfast, designed by the architect W.H. Lynn and
completed in 1900. Lynn’s design from the sketch designs of the 1880s to the finished building, reveal distinct and dramatic changes to the front elevation. The final
design of the façade consisted of a large semi-circular arch rising from conventional
columns. If these Classical columns were removed the building would bear a striking resemblance to several Chicago works of the mid – 1880s and early 1890s, particularly the Rookery as mentioned before.9 Another, the Market Store House in the
Guinness Brewery in Dublin (1904 - Mc Laughlin and Harvey) is a close response to
H.H Richardson’s Marshall Field Store in Chicago, completed in 1885. Richardson’s
building was one, which set precedents for the many later (what has been called)
‘Richardsonian Romanesque’ works.10 The Store House in Dublin was the first steelframed, multi-storey building in Ireland and the United Kingdom. It is a very large
structure whose outer walls are made of brick. The structural framing is made of
steel and is exposed in the interior, an interesting feature as it allows us to examine
its structure in situ. The main structural grids are separated by narrow light wells,
which stretch the entire height of the building (130 ft). This characteristic is very
close to that of Richardson’s design. It has also been said to have a strong affinity
with other works such as Women’s Temperance Temple and the Auditorium. Its form
and the vertical arrangement of its windows also resemble the New York Life Insurance Building in Omaha. By comparing the Store House to the earlier Malt Store,
Market St, Dublin (1885-6), the effect of the new American architecture can be seen.
The exterior brick facing of the Store House, which encases the outer elements of the
structural grid, does not carry outer loads of the building as in the Malt Store and
other 19th century buildings. The Store House was the first to use a major thin outer
skin, true to the ‘Chicago manner’.11

Structure plan of Market Store
with narrow light well along
the center
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The Bank Buildings, Castle Place, Belfast, Ireland. 1900
Architect W.H Lynn

The Rookery,Chicago, 1888,
Architects Burham and Root

The first building to be clearly influenced by the Chicago School, at least on outward appearance, was the
large Bank Buildings in Castle Place, Belfast, completed in 1900. It’s facade bears a striking resemblance
to the Rookery Building in Chicago, built in 1888.
If a single building in Ireland could be said to epitomize the influence of H.H Richardson, and indeed
also that of the Chicago School, it must be the Market Store House in the Guinnes Brewery in Dublin.
It’s deep plan form, using light wells, is so close to that of Richarson’s Marshall Field Store in Chicago.

Market St. Store exterior showing the corner ‘bastions’
Image curtosy of (VJOOFTBSDIJWF %VCMJO



Marshall Field Store, Chicago, 1887
Architect Henry Hobson Richardson
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Market St. Store House, interior. Although the building appears to be completely in steel the main floors
are concrete, laid on brick jack-arches. $PVSUFTZ(VJOOFTTBSDIJWJWF %VCMJO
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ɥFTUSVDUVSFIBTCFFOFSFDUFEPOXIBUJTDPNNPOMZLOPXOBTUIF"NFSJDBOQSJODJQMFPG
construction’

The Daily Express report after the completion of the Market St. Store House in 190413


AɥFSFTVMUTIPXTUIBU HJWFOUIFPQQPSUVOJUZ *SJTIëSNTBSFDBQBCMFPGFNVMBUJOH BOE 
JOUIJTDBTF FYDFMMJOHUIFBDIJFWFNFOUTPGDPOUFNQPSBSJFTBDSPTTUIF$IBOOFMBOEJO
"NFSJDBCPUIBTSFHBSETXPSLNBOTIJQBOESBQJEJUZPGFYFDVUJPO
The Irish Times on the building’s comparisons with America,190412

The new giant skyscrapers of America provoked excitement and awe among
Irish architects and developers. Through architects such as Joseph Vincent Downes
and travelers such as George Russell, the Irish people began to learn more about the
inventiveness and adventurous spirit of the New World.
J.V. Downes made several trips to the United States in the 1920s and 1930s
and amongst the buildings he photographed were the Rockefeller Centre, The Philadelphia Savings Fund Society building, by Howe and Lecaze, and the fantastic, Art
Deco-style Transportation Building at the Chicago Fair of 1933. On his return in
early 1934 he delivered a paper to the AAI entitled ‘Four American Cities’. The Irish
Builder reported that there was standing room only at the lecture. Illustrations of
the skyscrapers of New York were shown and the writer described the reaction of the
audience:i8IJMFIPXFWFSXFNJHIUIBWFHBTQFEBOEPVSTFOTFPGXIBUJTSJHIUBOEëUUJOH
NBZIBWFCFFOPVUSBHFECZTUSVDUVSBMNPOTUSPTJUJFTyGPSTVDIUIFZNBZBQQFBSUPCFUP
those PGMJNJUFEFYQFSJFODFy.S%PXOFTJOTQJSFEVTXJUIBOBENJSBUJPOPGUIFDPVSBHFPG
UIPTFXIPVOEFSUBLFUIFEFTJHOPGTVDIXPSLTy13
As the years went by Ireland watched in amazement as the great cities grew
closer to the skies and it wasn’t until 1965 that Ireland’s first ‘skyscraper’ was built.
Liberty Hall, headquarters of the Services, Indus-trial, Professional, and Technical
Union (SIPTU) located along the River Liffey in Dublin stands at 16 stories, 60 meters high. It was originally the tallest storied building in the Republic of Ireland until
it was superseded in 1968 by the County Hall, outside Cork city. As the buildings
grew in America and in other European cities so did Irelands but at a much smaller
scale. In September ‘08 the County Hall was surpassed by the Elysian also in Cork, a
17 storey mixed-used building with a total height measuring 72meters. At present
it stands as the highest building in the republic of Ireland. Although, with the go
ahead given to many more ‘skyscrapers’ in Ireland including the Heuston Gate development, a 32-storey tower measuring 117 meters in Dublin and the Britain Quay
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Tower (aka. U2 Tower) measuring 130 meters, in the South Docklands of Dublin, the
reigning king of the high-rise is soon to change. On the contrary, it is interesting that
at present it is structures such as our spired cathedrals (e.g. St John’s in Limerick;
93.8m) and our bridges (e.g. Boyne River Bridge; 95m) that are holding onto the
true title of the ‘highest structures’.6 I shall ask the question; ‘Has the time come for
modern corporate buildings to dominate the skyline and over-look some of our cities oldest and historic monuments?’ Or should we be sensitive to our cities existing
skylines and historic cores?

Rockerfeller Centre,
New York, 1928-40.
Model, photographed by J.V.
Downnes. Downes
slide coll., slide no.
1350. Courtesy of
UCD School of Archi
UFDUVSF-JSBSZ
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4
LAWS ARE TOOLS FOR SHAPING

AɥFSVMFPGNPOFZJTTUSPOHJUBCTPSCTBOJOëOJUFBNPVOUPGFOFSHZ*GUIFTLZTDSBQ
FSTBSFDPOTUSVDUFEXPOEFSGVMMZGBTU JOUIFSFDPSEUJNFPGPOFPSUXPZFBST DPNQMFUF 
FRVJQQFE FYBDUMZPOTDIFEVMF JUJTOPUUIFSFTVMUPGBTIBUUFSJOHSBQJEJUZPGNJOEJUJT
TJNQMZUIFJNQFSJUJWFMBXPGNPOFZXIJDINPCJMJ[FTFOFSHJFTBT*JOUIFNJETUPGBCBUUMF
ëFME
Le Corbusier – “When the Cathedrals were White” 1

WEDDING CAKES AND TOWERS

The driving force behind the growth and shaping of the most famous cities in the world seem to always relate back to finance and building laws. Chicago
and New York both offered strikingly different models of the skyscraper design and
urban development, one regulated, the other ‘laissez faire’.2 Due to the absence of
height restrictions in New York at the beginning of its high-rise boom and small
land plots, its skyline was dominant with tall, slender towers. Chicago, on the other
hand, had zoning laws that capped heights of the buildings and along with large
building lots; its early twentieth century silhouette consisted of low, flat-topped box
like structures. Over the years that followed planning laws changed in both cities,
alternating the heights and forms of its buildings.3 New York developed the classic
‘wedding-cake’, setback forms while Chicago developed the base and tower form. A
century or more later and Ireland’s planning and zoning laws are too, having a strong
affect on the formation of our cities. The Dublin City Development Plan 2005 – 2011
sets out a strategy to steer future growth – the development of suburban centers
(Prime Urban Centers) and the development of key strategic Framework Development Areas. The city development plan includes the proposal ‘Maximizing the City’s
Potential: A Strategy for Intensification and Height’. It identifies Dublin’s high and
low-density areas, areas of potential economic and social development and zones,
which deem suitable for future high-rise.4 ‘Dublin is predominantly a low-rise city,
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and has remained so through the significant regeneration over the past 20 years,
with heights generally maintaining European scale of 6-7 storeys. In looking forward
towards higher density and more sustainable forms of development, the role of high
buildings has been considered.’ 5 Through the intensification strategy Dublin City
Council plan to promote height in a selected number of locations where it can make a
significant contribution to the economic growth and development of the city.A8IJMF
QSPNPUJOHIFJHIU %VCMJO$JUZ$PVODJMJTBMTPBEPQUJOHBDPDPPSEJOBUFEQPMJDZJOPSEFSUP
QSFWFOUWJTVBMDMVUUFSPSVOJOUFOUJPOBMOFHBUJWFEJTSVQUJPOPGUIFDJUZTLZMJOF 6

Tall towers and pyramidal setbacks characterize Lower Manhattan’s skyline in the 1930’s
Chicago’s Loop in the 1930’s presents a flat-roofed plateau punctuated by a few truncated towers.
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PROPORTIONS
Proportion, scale, geometry, materials, and context are all the key factors
we need to consider when introducing new structures into our cities. The correct
placement of high-rise within the urban context is crucial for the city to operate
smoothly and efficiently. If the context surrounding the new structure is not complimented; this ‘great landmark’ may dwarf and throw out of scale the small region
at its base. In ‘The Image of the City’, Kevin Lynch writes, i"MBOENBSLGFBUVSFNBZCF
TPBMJFOUPUIFDIBSBDUFSPGBEJTUSJDUBTUPEJTTPMWFUIFSFHJPOBMDPOUJOVJUZ PSJUNBZ POUIF
PUIFSIBOE TUBOEJOKVTUUIFSJHIUDPOUSBTUUIBUJOUFOTJëFTUIBUDPOUJOVJUZw7 High-rise
will not work if it appears alien to the existing urban fabric (as I explained in Chapter
2 – Boston or Berlin), this is what happened to Paris in the 70’s.) Having said that, a
certain degree of contrast is required for high-rise to work. A tower silhouetted over
low roofs can have a huge visual impact on the cityscape. Single high-rise buildings
are in many cities, weak references by themselves but if they are clustered they reinforce each other in a much more additive way. In the Netherlands the common strategy to incorporate high-rise in the skyline is to group them.8 Only slender structures
like the Eiffel Tower in Paris can sustain the exception to that rule.
HEIGHT NEEDS BOUNDRIES
The introduction of height into the Irish cities is a big move as the history
of high-rise in Ireland is relatively young. Dublin City Council has given a definition
to the word ‘height’ in the Dublin City Development Plan. i"IJHICVJMEJOHDBOCFEF
ëOFEBTBCVJMEJOHUIBUJTTJHOJëDBOUMZIJHIFSUIBOOFJHICPVSIPPEPSTVSSPVOEJOHEFWFMPQ
NFOUw9 In the plan they identify four height thresholds for buildings:
Low-Rise
Mid-Rise
High-Rise
Super-High Rise

up to 15m, 4 storeys
15m to 50m, 12 – 15 storeys
50m to 150m,
above 150m

It is evident in the plan that the label of ‘high-rise’ is allocated to a building
not only depending on its physical height but also on how it sits in its surrounding context. i8JUIJOUIFDPOUFYUPG%VCMJO -JCFSUZ)BMMBUNJTBIJHISJTFMBOENBSL
CVJMEJOH JODPOUSBTUUPUIFUPXFSBU$IBSMPUUF2VBZPGN NJESJTF XIJDITJUTDPNGPSU
BCMZ JO DPOUFYU XJUI JUT TVSSPVOEJOHTw10 The importance of urban setting cannot be
emphasised enough. In the Cork City Development Plan 2009 – 2015 urban design
is defined as; “UIFBSUPGNBLJOHQFPQMFGSJFOEMZQMBDFT BOEDPOTJEFSTUIFSFMBUJPOTIJQTPG
CVJMEJOHTUPPOFBOPUIFSBOEUPUIFTQBDFTBSPVOEUIFNwiɥF$JUZ$PVODJMXJMMSFRVJSF
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deWFMPQNFOUQSPQPTBMTUPIBWFDMFBSBOEMPHJDBMMBOETDBQFTUSBUFHJFTBOd landscape struc

UVSFTXIJDIBEEUPUIFMBOETDBQFDIBSBDUFSPGUIFDJUZw11 Cork City Council has as Dublin
has capped the height of buildings in the city center with the tallest building allowed
to reach roughly 32 meters. Along with Dublin, they too have located certain areas
where high-rise will work in order to be sensitive to the existing grain and landscape
and to create a ‘legible city’.
In all the ‘City Development Plans’ of Ireland each set out a list of ‘rules’ in
regard to high-rise developments. Such rules allow a boundary as such to be created
which gives the city a certain degree of control over its vertical growth. If such rules
weren’t in place the characteristics of the Irish cities would be lost, their historic
cores would be destroyed and the existing high-rise churches and spires would be
engulfed. With each city being different, each ‘rule book’ is different, therefore we
hope that the generic ‘iconic buildings’ will not be seen all over the country. Instead
we hope that the future ‘skyscrapers’ of Ireland will have their own unique identity
and form in each city, much like the wedding cakes of New York and the towers of
Chicago.

Zoning diagrams of New York, three height districts
(image - Carol Willis - Form Follows Finance)
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5
THE ROLE OF THE SKYSCRAPER

We must ask ourselves what is the role of the skyscraper? Carol Willis, author of ‘Form Follows Finance’ wrote i4LZTDSBQFSTNVTUCFVOEFSTUPPECPUIBTUIFMPDVT
PGCVTJOFTTBOEBTCVTJOFTTFTUIFNTFMWFTw.1 Since the beginning of the skyscraper, the
structures were symbolic to ‘big business’ and as a result created the clichéd ‘Corporate Skyline’. In ‘When the Cathedrals were White’ Le Corbusier describes the skyscrapers in New York as ‘acrobatic feats’. i)FSFUIFTLZTDSBQFSJTOPUBOFMFNFOUPGDJUZ
QMBOOJOH CVUBCBOOFSJOUIFTLZ BëSFXPSLTSPDLFUw2
THE OFFICE UNIT AS THE BUILDING BLOCK
Form the 1800s through to the 1920s the consolidation of industry and
business and the rise of corporate capitalism helped transform American cities. The
companies themselves built most of the skyscrapers. Therefore, was the role of the
building to promote its owner’s business? On the other hand, the majority of skyscrapers built at the time were not corporate headquarters but speculative buildings i.e. built by individuals or groups of investors purely as rental properties.3 Also,
many of the ‘big businesses’, which erected the corporate skyscrapers, only occupied
a fraction of the building while renting out the rest to other smaller companies. All in
all, the main function of the skyscrapers was to either promote or house businesses
of many kinds. Carol Willis writes that the i4LZTDSBQFSTBSFUIFVMUJNBUFBSDIJUFDUVSFPG
DBQJUBMJTNɥFëSTUCMVFQSJOUGPSFWFSZUBMMCVJMEJOHJTBCBMBODFTIFFUPGFTUJNBUFEDPTUT
BOESFUVSOTw 4 We must remember that the skyscraper was designed from the inside
out. The first office unit was designed and repeated numerous times, through numerous floors. Isn’t that a sign? If one unit of the skyscraper equals one office, then isn’t
its role purely corporate? iɥFHSFBUNBTUFSTPGFDPOPNJDEFTUJOZBSFVQUIFSF MJLFFBHMFT 
JOUIFTJMFODFPGUIFJSFNJOFODFT4FBUFEJOUIFJSDIBJST GSBNFECZUXPQMBUFHMBTTXJOEPXT
XIJDIGVTFUIFJSSPPNTXJUIUIFTVSSPVOEJOHTQBDFyw5
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LANDMARK
Ireland seems to be looking at the skyscraper as a tool that will not only
enhance the corporate and economic side of things, but also will also solve lowdensity issues, urban sprawl and promote our ‘fair city’. Dublin City Council write
in their City Development Plan that high-rise in Dublin will have three functions: 6
1. Landmarks:
and

They will identify places and key activities in the city –
formally spires and domes, now marking new centers
gateways and contributing to urban legibility.

2. Icons:

They will be images of modernity, significant prosperity
and ambition.

3. High-Density:

They will form clusters with significant capacity to pro
mote urban regeneration and increase Dublin’s competi
tive edge.

The description of the skyscraper as a ‘landmark’ is an interesting one. Kevin Lynch in ‘The Image of the City’ describes landmarks as one of the key physical
forms of the city along with paths, edges, districts and nodes. Landmarks are “point
SFGFSFODFTwiɥFJSVTFJOWPMWFTUIFTJOHMJOHPVUPGPOFFMFNFOUGSPNBIPTUPGQPTTJCJMJUJFTw

He believes that landmarks whether big or small are one of the key components
that guide the person through the city. i-BOENBSLTNBZCFXJUIJOUIFDJUZPSBUTVDIB
EJTUBODFUIBUGPSBMMQSBDUJDBMQVSQPTFTUIFZTZNCPMJ[FBDPOTUBOUEJSFDUJPOw8
Landmarks are not necessarily just multi-storey buildings, they can be
simple physical elements which may vary widely in scale from a tower silhouetted
over low roofs, a church among stores, a street with a certain kind of brick paving,
doorways of houses in a certain district, etc… Landmarks can indeed be skyscrapers
but they can be many more things too and together they become elements, which
the everyday person uses to help them move easily through their city. Kevin Lynch
describes this tendency of city dwellers relying increasingly on systems of landmarks
as their guidebook.
However, when viewing high-rise landmarks from a distance it can be difficult to pinpoint their exact location. It is an extremely interesting subject in regards
to city organization and planning. Kevin Lynch describes such landmarks as sometimes appearingACPUUPNMFTTamong the dense urban landscape. One may identify a
certain building from a distance but may not be able to make their way to it base.
In Boston ‘The John Hancock Building’, the ‘Custom House’, and the ‘Court House’
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are “BMMEPNJOBOUPOUIFHFOFSBMTLZMJOFCVUUIFMPDBUJPOBOEJEFOUJUZPGUIFJSCBTFJTCZ
OPNFBOBTTJHOJëDBOUBTUIBUPGUIFJSUPQw.9 Landmarks in cities will not work on their
own but along with other city elements they will. We as designers must create cities, which are richly provided with landmarks, districts, nodes and paths, cities that
make use of not just one or two form qualities but of all of them.

Entering
Boston
City
along the
Charles
River
View of
city and
all its elements.

THE SKYLINE
Tests made by Kevin Lynch on the three American cities; Boston, New Jersey, and Los Angeles made clear the significance of space and breadth of view. “The
EPNJOBODFPG#PTUPOT$IBSMFT3JWFSFEHFJTCBTFEPOUIFXJEFWJTVBMTXFFQJUBêPSETPO
FOUFSJOHUIFDJUZGPSNUIJTTJEF BMBSHFOVNCFSPGDJUZFMFNFOUTDBOCFTFFOBUPODFJO
UIFJSSFMBUJPOTPOFQPTJUJPOSFMBUJWFUPUIFXIPMFJTBCVOEBOUMZDMFBS-PT"OHFMFT$JWJD
$FOUFSXBTOPUFEGPSJUTTQBUJBMPQFOOFTT+FSTFZ$JUZTVCKFDUTSFTQPOEFEUPUIFWJFXCF
GPSFUIFNBTUIFZEFTDFOEFEUIF1BMJTBEFTUPXBSEUIF.BOIBUUBOTLZMJOFw10 People get
pleasure from the view of a city skyline. A broad view of a city may expose chaos,
express characterless loneliness. A well-managed panorama seems to be a staple urban enjoyment. Dublin City Council note in the plan that while they are iQSPNPUJOH
IFJHIUJO%VCMJO$JUZ UIFZBSFBEPQUJOHBDPDPPSEJOBUFEQPMJDZUPQSFWFOUWJTVBMDMVUUFSPS
VOJOUFOUJPOBMOFHBUJWFEJTSVQUJPOPGUIFDJUZTLZMJOFw11 It is important to create a wellproportioned cityscape that can be easily read and understood by the eye.
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CONCENTRATIONS
iɥFTLZTDSBQFSJTBOJOTUSVNFOUGPSUIFDPODFOUSBUJPOPGQPQVMBUJPO GPSHFUUJOHSJEPG
MBOEDPOHFTUJPO GPSDMBTTJëDBUJPO GPSJOUFSOBMFïDJFODZw12
-F$PSCVTJFS A8IFOUIF$BUIFESBMTXFSF8IJUF

The skyscraper is a miracle in the urbanization of cities. It makes possible
extraordinary concentrations from 3,000 to 4,000 persons on each 2 and one half
acres and it does so while taking up only 8% to 12% of the ground, 92% - 88% being
restored, usable, available to circulation of pedestrians and cars. It is the answer
to urban density issues. 13 High-rise at the moment in Ireland is being built not to
solve urban density issues, but instead they are corporate driven and are taking on
the role of creating ‘iconic images’. This is where the problem lies.

BALLYMUN
Attempts in the past to solve housing issues using high-rise did not work.
The ‘Ballymun Flats’ in Dublin were built in the 1960s to accommodate the rising
population, and particularly to accommodate former residents of inner-city areas,
which were being cleared in the process of the 1960s ‘urban slum clearances’. The
area suffered from many social problems such as drugs with rampant crime as well
as many other problems. The deployment of the flats has been described as the
‘Irish state’s ‘worst planning disaster’ by the environmental journalist, Frank McDonald, in his book ‘The Construction of Dublin’.14 The ill-conceived high-rise towers were thrown up as a quick-fix solution to the housing crisis of the 1960s. Lack
of amenities and poor maintenance over the years forced disillusioned residents
to band together to campaign for improvements. The suburb is now undergoing a
multi-billion euro renewal. Over the next 10 years, as a key part of the regeneration
of Ballymun, all of the Ballymun flats blocks will be decanted, soft stripped, cleared
of hazardous substances and demolished. The first demolitions began around mid2004 and the demolition programme is expected to finish this year.15 The solutions
may not lie in the building of high-rise developments in single locations but may
instead involve managing increased densities with supporting facilities and services
at district level. The truth is that high-rise will not work unless there is long – term
management of such developments in place. If such issues are not addressed in our
urban management, the conflicts and tensions surrounding the introduction of
high-rise will continue.
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Ballymun Flats, Irelands answer in the 60’s to Dublin’s Tenement’s Crisis
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6
RECESSION MEANS REALITY

The ‘R’ word is something which has taken over our newspapers, televisions, radios and our minds on a daily basis over the last year. Yes folks, Ireland is
in a recession! So, is all this talk of regeneration plans, new and exciting buildings,
improved transport facilities and the moderisation of our cities really just talk or are
there possibilities of such wonderful things when our economy is in an economic
crisis? It seems that after a signficant boom in Irish building over the last ten years
or more we are at the end of our adventure. Many of the plans of high-rise building
have been put on hold so the hope of our shiny new cities is dwindling fast. With the
R.I.A.I (Royal Institute of Architects of Ireland reporting more thatn 40% of Irish architects loosing their jobs in 2008,1 it seems that we are paying the price and it is an
expensive one. All is not lost however. We must review the history of such building
boom phenomena.
THE PRODUCTS OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION
In the Great Depression of the early 1930s, the ambitious building of Manhattan’s three greatest skyscrapers demonstrated the confidance in the future that
in the end turned out to be fully justified.2 The Chrylser Building, the Empire State
Building and Rockefeller Centre were all built around this time and while the Empire
State Building remained three quarters empty for the first decade of its existance,
it eventually began to turn a profit by 1950 and is now noted as one of the most
famous iconic buildings in the world. Cities grow primarily in the fits and starts that
are real estate cycles with the tallest buildings generally appearing just before the
end of the boom. So at the beginning of a recession has the boom of the tall buildings ended before it has barely begun? We must decide if the skyscraper really is
the answer to all our problems. Marc Coleman writes about the 2006 Census in his
book ‘The Best is Yet to Come’. Between 1996 and 2006 over 600,000 dwellings were
built. Some 266,000 were reported as being vacant on the day of the 2006 Census,
of which 50,000 were holiday homes. Allowing for the fact that some occupants may
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have been absent that day it still left around 200,000 empty houses in the state.3 So,
with so many vancant dwellings why are we panicking to accommodate the growing
population? The amount of vacant housing could accommodate almost a third of the
population growth expected between now and 2050.
The Empire
State Building, New
York, 1931

The Crysler
Building,
New York,
1930

INFRASTRCUTURE OVER ARCHITECTURE
Housing and apartments in cities were historically developed with enclosed
courtyards or open spaces with good rail infrastructure and good urban management. After the Second World War the development of many European cities was
driven by and created around urban and regional transit systems such as metro or
urban trams. Ireland has seen many proposals for high-rise in the last few years but
the absence of integration in the management of urban development – in terms of
transport and district-level facilities makes the creation of high-density residential
developments in Ireland problematic. Sterrin O’ Shea of the small Irish firm Sterrin
O’Shea Architects speaks of the future of Dublin’s urban development and believes
that strong infrastructure needs to be in place before we begin to build. “London has
IBEBOVOEFSHSPVOEGPSZFBST*OBXBZ UIFJOGSBTUSVDUVSFIBTUPCFUIFSFCFGPSFBMM
UIFCVJMEJOHBOEBMMUIFVSCBOJEFBTDBOXPSLw4 Existing infrastructure deficits will only
be exaggerated by additional development. I believe that such deficits require attention before our skylines do. Comparisons with other European cities indicate that
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our planning, urban management and development systems start from a radically
different policy basis.
Liberty Hall, Dublin
1965

Cork County Hall
1968

The Elysian,
Cork
2008

The Clarion,
Limerick
Existing High - Rise in Ireland

It seems thatiɥFSFJTOPUIJOHMJLFBSFDFTTJPOGPSCSJOHJOHBSDIJUFDUVSFCBDLUP
its senses’ (Hugh Pearman and Shane O’Toole, Culture Magazine, Jan 09).5 With less
money to build, there is more time to think. Time to think about our cities as they
are, to examine them as they are without thinking about what to build next. The
reign of the over blown, eccentric and crowd stoppin ‘iconic’ buildings is over. After
the last Irish recession in the 1980’s a new generation of cool modernists were born.
So what will be the aftermath of this one? Even though the property market has
slowed down, the growth of the population hasn’t. The existing problems of sprawl
etc. will not begin to dissapear as the recession moves through the years. Building
is still going on, but developers, architects, planners and engineers now have more
time to carefully decide which building goes where, how it will be built etc.. We need
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to put more thought into how our cities move, our existing infrasture and our urban
management. When the time comes to start building again we will be ready. I think
we should take the Recession with a pinch of salt and look at it as a blessing. With
many of the speculative buildings that have shot up in the last few years remaining
vacant we can be brought back down to the ground and back to our senses. The future of high-rise is still on the horizon, it just may take more time than we thought.
Better planning and design will be the result of this precious time given to us and it
will be worth it all in the end. All we need is a bit of patience.

i*UJTDMFBSUIBUUIFGPSNPGBDJUZPSBNFUSPQPMJTXJMMOPUFYIJCJUTPNFHJHBOUJD TUSBUJëFE
PSEFS*UXJMMCFBDPNQMJDBUFEQBUUFSO DPOUJOVPVTBOEXIPMF ZFUJOUSJDBUFBOENPCJMF
*UNVTUCFQMBTUJDUPUIFQFSDFQUVBMIBCJUTPGUIPVTBOETPGDJUJ[FOT PQFOFOEFEUPUIF
DIBOHFPGGVODUJPOBOENFBOJOH SFDFQUJWFUPUIFGPSNBUJPOPGOFXJNBHFSZ*UNVTU
JOWJUFJUTWJFXFSTUPFYQMPSFUIFXPSMEw6

Kevin Lynch, The Image of the City.

The only way is up: a Pittsburgh - style skyline imposed on the Dublin docklands area (looking upriver).
Image curtosy of The Irish Times, Sept 2007
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